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The Eleventh Annual Mectiiio: of the American and Fokeion Anti- 
Slavery Society was beld in the Broadway Tabcniacle, on Tuesday, 
May 6th, 1851, at 3 o'clock P. M. The chair was occupied by Arthur 
Tappan, President of the Society. 

The 04th Psalra was read in a very impressive manner by Rev. Dr. 
Lansing. 

A fervent prayer was then offered by Ilev. Ciiaisles W. OAiiDiN>?R. 

An abstract of the Annual Report was read by Lewis Tappan, Cor- 
responding Secretary. After which Rev. S. E. Gohnisii offered the fob 
lowing Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Annual Report, of whicli au abstract has been read, be 
accepted, and that the same be referred to the Executive Committee for publication. 

The Corresponding Secretary then presented, in beludf of the Executive 
Committee, a set of Resolutions, which were adopted by the Meeting, 
as follows : 

Ttesolved, That American Slavery js the most sinful, cruel and merciless syvstem 
that has prevailed in any civilized country, inivsmuch as, under the light of tbo 
gospel, it deprives men, not only guiltless, but unaccused of crime, of every civil 
and religious right; denies them legal compensation for any wrong, however griev- 
ous; annihilates in regard to them the conjugal and parental relations; consigua 
them at pleasure to heathenism ; withholds from them tlie Bible ; and reduces them 
to the condition of brutes. 

Resolved, That it is our right to condemn, and by lawfiil means to alx>lish sinful 
institutions, wherever existing; that it is the peculiar right of American citizens to 
express, oniUy or through the }.»ress, their opinions of the conduct of tlicir repre- 
sentatives, and of the laws passed by them ; and that every attenipt to prevent or 
control the free expression of opinion is an outrage upon the constitutional rights of 
tlie citizen, and a dangerous assault upon the liborties of the country. 

Resolved, That we liave never proposed to alx)lish slavery by any unconstitutional 
act, nor to infringe upon the rights of the States ; our Doctrine being Universal 
Emancipation without compensation, and our Me{isurea. under God, Moral Sua.sioa 
and the Ballot Box. 

Resolved, That we deem the Fugitive Slave Bill unconstitutional and inhuman, 
a disgrace to the country, an outrage upon civil liberty, deserving the reprobation 
of every friend of God and man ; and that it should be disobeyed by every person 
who is not willing, and does not deserve, to wef^r the chain aiid submit to the lash 
of vSou(hern despots. 

Resolved, That every man who has taken an oath to support the Constitution of 
the United St^xtcs, and who believes tbo Fugitive Slave Bill unconstitutional, ia sol- 
emnlv bound to oppose this emiclment : and that, in the laniruatre of Mr. Justice 
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McLean, "An unconstitutional act of Congress imposes no obligation on a State, 
or the people of a State, and may be resisted by an individual or community." 

liefio/ocd, That we believe thai the late act of Congress for the recovery of Fugi- 
tive Shives makes demands upon individiials to which they cannot yield obedience 
without a direct violation of tlie principles of love, mercy, and justice, given by tlie 
Saviour to his disciples; and tliat those professed ministers of tlic Redeemer who 
teach obedience to tliis law are false teachers, and unfaithful to the high and lioly 
profession tliey have assumed. 

Jicsolurd, Tiiat the attempt of tlie Slave Power to enforce an alleged Constitu- 
tional provision with regard to Fugitive Slaves, while it sets at naught an undis- 
puted constitutional provision with reference to colored seamen, is an apt illustra- 
tion of the mode in which the South understands and fulfils the "compromises" 
of the Constitution, and the manner in which, aided and abetted bv Northern 
allies, it has governed the country for the last half century. 

Jiasolved, That the audacious attempt made to convert the Free States into 
a great hunting-ground for Fugitive Slaves has inspired an unutterable disgust 
toward the accursed system of which it is an off-shoot, and awakened a deep syra- 
j)athy for the bondman that will, we believe, insure a repeal of the Bill, the political 
death of its 'framers and abettors, and a vast increase of the anti-slavery senti- 
ment of the nation. 

Ji.esoli)cd, That notwithstanding the temporary triumph of the Slave Power, in con- 
sequence of the treachery or apostasy of Northern Politician^, Merchants who sell 
their principles vrith their goods, and pro-slavery preachers, the People of tlie Free 
States have, it is hoped, ceased be " hewers of wood and drawers of water " to 
the oligarchy of the South, or their allies the dougli-faces of the North. 

Resolved," That we exult in the election of the Hon. Cliarles Sumner, of Massa- 
chusetts, to the oflice of United States Senator, as the triumph of a glorious cause, 
achieved in the person of one who will not, it is believed, barter his fair fame for 
gold or office, or over jirove treacherous to the principles of liberty, the cause 
of the slave, or the true interests of the country. 

Reaolvcd, That we are the friends of the Union and the Constitution, a.nd will 
labor t.o have thorn sustained according to the well-known intentions of the patriots 
of the Uevolution, but that we do not desire their continuance, if perverted to the 
destruction of Freedom and Religion. 

ReHohed, That we are the friends of a true Republican Government, of a Free 
Christiiuiity, and of the Equal Rights of men, in opposition to Cotton Whiggery, 
Cotton Democracy, and Cotton Tiicology, and that wo welcome to our ranks men 
of every sect and party who are in fixvor of a righteous Civil Government, the 
aboliti(^n of Caste, the downfall of Oppression, and the supremacy uf the Divine Law. 

Resioliwd, Tiiat Ave will not bestow our suffrjiges on any candidate for office 
who wo have reason to believe would, if elected, exert his intluence to maintain 
and enforce the Fugitive Slave Bill, oppress the People of Color, or refuse, at any 
time, to cfLst his vote /<)?• Freedom and agalnut Slavery. 

Resolved, That th.e thanks of the community are due to the liberty -loving mem- 
bers of Congress and State Legislatures, ministers of the gospel, and conductors 
of the press, who have advocated the cause of human rights, proclaimed the law 
of the living (Jod, and been true to the instincts of Humanity, in despite of the 
combined influence of VVfcalth and Power, and the opposition of pro-slavery men 
in Church and State. 

Resolved, That we sympathize with the oppressed of every clime, and espe- 
cially with those of our own country, and promise them our succor in all times of 
their distress, according to the Golden Rule. 

Resolved, That the agitation of the Slavery question has not ceased, nor will 
it in our opinion cease, until the great stain upon the national escutcheon is removed, 
and the Higher Law gains ascendency in the councils of the nation. 

Resolved, That we rejoice in the formation of Anti-Slavery Societies of similar 
principles, and wisli Godspeed to every effort to diffuse information, succor the 
distressed, bring about the emancipation of the enslaved, and the removal of preju- 
dice against the free people of color, in a way consonant with Truth, Justice, and 
Christianity. 

Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the free and hospitable inhabitants of 
Canada for tlie succor and relief they have so generously bestowed upon our coun- 
trymen who liave fled from oppression, sought an asylum among them, and placed 
themselves under tlie protection of British law and philanthropy. 
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Resolved, Tliat we renewedly and fervently commend the great cause of Human 
Freedom to the care and protection of Almighty God, beseeching Him to inspire 
all wlio labor for emancipation with wisdom from on high, to grant them a spirit 
of prayer, an exhibition of meekness, fidelity, perseverance, and confidence in His 
promise that the rod of the oppressor shall bo broken and the oppressed go free. 

Tlie meeting was then addressed by tlic Rev. IIknry Ward Beeciier, 
substantially as follows : 

3fr. Prcaident and Fellow- Citizens : — I do not forget in appearing before yon tJbc 
profession to Avhich I belong, nor do 1 misapprehend, I tliink, tlie complexion of this 
audience, when I suj)posc by far the greater number of them are religious jjcrsons ; 
and to me as a minister of the gospel, and to you I presume ai? Christians or Chris- 
tianly etlucsited, the moral aspects of the question of slavery will be the most im- 
portant and the most interesting. I sliall not speak on this subject iVon^ the stand- 
point of the politician, nor sliall I regard it, weighty as are the considerations, from 
the stand-point of the commercialist, nor even the jihilanthi-opist a-s such ; but as u 
man that believes in God, in the immortality of the soul, in the rational and account- 
able nature of every num that lives, an accountability enlianced immensely by the 
gospel ; as a minister of the gospel preaching to accountable beings such au inunor- 
tahty in belialf of God manifested in the flesh ; as such a one I think upon the sub 
jcct of shiveiy, I ponder its evils and its tendencies, and as such u one .1 feel deeply 
interested to speak to you concernhig this gigantic, this massive evil, J apprehend, 
fellow-citizens, tliat if it were put to vote in tihis great audience — 1 had almost said 
in this great metropolis — there scarcely would be one dissenting voice tiiat slavery, 
looked at tlirough and through, up and down, from core to skin and from skin back 
sigain to ct^i'e, that slaveiy is an evil. 1 believe no man in )iia senses would pronounce 
it not to be an evil. I believe that every man wn)uld agi-eo that it is an evil con- 
traiy to the spirit of religion, and no man w^ould admit tliat it was not contrary to 
the spirit of democratic institutions, I believe that every man would .say tliat it. is 
an evil wliich stands uj) in this nation R<3litary, gaunt, liideous, finding no syn^paihy 
in our laws and institutions as republicans, no sympathy in our religion as Christians, 
and no .sympathy in oiu" citizens as philanthropists. It is therefore a matter worthy 
of preliminary consideration how such an evil .should have gained root-room, and 
hiive sjaint'd such extension, that it has already become a matter of fear lest it should 
eat out the precious liberties bequeathed to us by our forefatliers. Look at it hi that 
point of view. The world never saw such a wonder as A jnerican slavery existing 
against custom, against public sentiment, against religious iustitution.«i, against our 
Constitution whicli was founded for the promotion of libei*ty, against the spirit of 
our liistory, agaiiist the strife of our forefathers, against the breath of religion, and 
against tlie providence of God. How could such an evil have so advanced ujK>n us, 
as to make ini*oads upon the shore, beating do\n\ dikes, and more and more sweep- 
ing its waves onward and overwhelming every thing in its destructive course ? How 
could it have been? Why, it may be said, tliough tiiis is an imperfect exphination, 
that there is in every man an essential love of iircspousible power. I take it that 
monarchical governments do not make kings ; I take it that in civil affairs every man 
has an old king's heart under his ribs ; and in ecclesiastical aflaii-s it is tlie lot of 
])oor human nature for every man to have a pope's heart under liis ribs. If we 
could have our own way we should exclaim, I am master and you are my ,«!avc. 
This spirit is not the result of tliC poUtical in.stitutioiis ; it precedes and Umm tlicrn. 
Power is sweet, and once obtained, the hand almost irresistibly holds on to it.. It 
would be enough to say in respect to our land thjit slavery, being forced upon us bb 
it was in our youthful days, after^ we had become the pos.-ossors of slaveSjWas fifist^i- 
ed upon us by the love of power, arid we refused to give it up. 

But there came up other causes than tliese ; for such was the strife and influence 
of religion agaiiist slavery in its early days tliat it began to relax its hold, and tlie 
prospect, at tlie adoption of the Constitution and confederation of our States, was 
that shivery Vvonld be like lat^ snows in April, soon melted away. In t)ie Ncrlli, it 
8(K)n disappeared, and the universal expectation was that it would soon go in the 
Southj otherwise there never could have been what are termed tlie " compromiseft 
of the Constitution." Yet there came a tura of aflairs in which there came to l>e 
commercial profits connected ; with slavery there came to be tiic eultivation of rice, 
cotton and sugar ; and tlie value of slaves rose in the market on account of \he riae 
in value of these products ; and tlms, wdien slavery was on the very eve of being 
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abolished in our land, it was again rejuvenated and restrengthened, because it be- 
came commo.rcially profitable to strengthen it ; and although commerce is ac- 
knowledging the influence and power of Christianitj, it is feared, so weak is human 
nature, that where there is a prospect of large gains nothmg can restrain the aggres- 
sions of commerce. It is yet true as it once was tliiit tlie love of money is the root 
of all evil. I do not mean that money is an evil, if regarded only as a medium to 
caiTj out necessary and beneficial purposes ; for in this there is no real love, no 
idohzirsg it. Men should use money as a lever ; and Avho loves his crowbar because 
he has used it for rolling stones ? But suppose one should set up a crowbar and 
bow down to it ; and should say his prayers to his lever ! So money used as an 
instrument is good, and may God bless the use of it. But when men enjoy money in 
such a way Jis Uiat the afix'ctions given for wife and child, and friend and country, 
and God, are absorbed in the love of money, tlien it is that it becomes an evil ; and there 
are now men thin and wrinkled walking in your streets whose hearts seem ploughed 
all over with avarice, and dried up to every other affection than that of increased 
wealth and an int-euse love of gain. Such men there are in every conmmnity ; and 
although religion makes good battle against it, yet thus far Christianity has not suc- 
ceeded hi removing this growing spirit from the commercial circles of the globe. 
Lord Brougham said, " When the profits of the skive-trade exceed two or three hun- 
dred per cent., all the navies of the globe could not stop the trade on the coast of 
Africa," So when profits rise one or two hundred per cent., all the power of reli- 
gion cannot stop men from dt)ing wrong, and it cannot kill slavery, especially when 
we liavc a lew clergymen to step in, m good tune, to baptize the wrong and call it 
Christianity. (Laugiiter.) 

But there were developed, over and jibove the considerations I have dwelt upon, 
other reasons why this gigantic evil wjts fastened upon us, so adverse in every rcsj)ect 
to the spirit of our institutions, juid that is the element of political power which was 
given to the slave interest. Its full power and bearing I suppose was not imderstood 
at the time of the adoption of our Constitution ; for Ave should remember that we 
built oiu- Constitution somewhat as we buikl steamboats. The naval architect has his 
own idea of what will displace the least amount of water and give the gi'eatest force 
to the wheel, and he builds the boat to reah'ze his idea ; but you cannot teU when a 
sliip is on the skx'-ks what she will do, or whether she will perform as you designed. 
You must Lmnch her, get up her steam ; and then it sometimes happens that the ship 
that was expected to beat the world turns out to be an inferior affair, and on the 
other liand the ship that was not much thouglit of on tlie stocks proves to be a supe- 
rior vessel, and excels all competitors. So the wisest heads, judging of the ship of 
State during her construction, could not tell exactly what .she was gouig to be ; some 
things in our Constitution acted a gi*eat deal better than its framers thought, and some 
things turned out worse, it is to be hoped, than was expected. At tlie time of its 
adoption there V7as one hearty desire, North .and South, that the Constitution of these 
United States should be a bona fide insti'unicnt of liberty. It was never in contem- 
plation by Northern or Southern delegates to make the Constitution sanction slavery. 

But there is smother matter to which I must advert It is to be remembered tbat 
all the causes I have mentioned could not have fastened upon us the evils of slavery 
in such v.ariety, in such intensity, if there had been exerted upon it the influences of 
Christianity ; and tlierefoi e, I say, tliat one of tlie reasons why slavery has made such 
Iieadway is, thjit tlie forces of Christianity have never been fuUy arrayed against it, 
and at this day are not arrayed against it ; imd this is tlie thought I wish now to 
elaborate. Must I say then tiiat tlie Church is corrupt? No ; I saj no such tiling. 
I admit that it is not perfect It htis its evils ; but I honor its institutions. I love 
tlie Church ; with aU her fiiults I love her. No gi-eater evil could betide the world, and 
none is more to be ch-eadcd, than that evil which should sweep the Church from its foim- 
dations ; for she is the mother of tlie world's mercies. Do 1 say then, when I declare 
that Chvistiiujity has not done it,s work, that tlie body of miiiisters is a body of time- 
serving and conupt men ? God is my judge, if I do not believe that the ministers of 
tlie vai-ious denonnnatious of these United States represent as faithful and as true- 
minded a body of men :is any other ecjual uiunber of men on the face of the globe. 
They, perhaps, are sometimes wai-ped in tlieir opinions, and sometunes prejudiced. 
Some go to ultraisms on this tiick, and some by conservatism go to ultraism in tliat 
dh-ectiou.; but with all their fiiults and shortcomings, I could give them, not only my 
confidence, but my heart and hand, and say to tliem, God bless you, as God through 
, you is blessing his poor sin-lost world. What then, am I any the less ti'ue when I 
say that though I honor and praise the Church, and love the ministiT of the Church, 
of all denominations, yet neither the ministjy nor the Chui'cli has l)ome tliat testi- 
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mony, nor exei-tcd tJiat influence upon tlie subject of slavery that it ought have 
done ? It has not yet preached, Uie truths of iha gospel in such voricty and pover, it 
has not aiTayed its truths in such a way, as that it slioiiid be abated. 

Fellow-citixens, the gospel finds its way in this world as (iocs the w«ter on the 
mountains. It goes creeping down, himting for chaimels here and tliere, and working 
its sinuous way in eveiy direction. At la«t, when a level ia foiuid, a current h estab- 
lished, and the water has free coiu*se to riui. The spuit of Clui^tiauity is like tiie 
rays of the morning sun, that begin on the mountain top, and creep* down into tiie 
valley, and up the smaller liills and doAvn their farther sides ; anil .«o it works it? way 
latitude by latitude, and pandiel by pjirallel, till it slimes round the globe. So the 
spirit of rehgion begins. It takers men mid cultivates them, and a geut'nition of men, 
and a world, little by little, until gradually tliey approtich the full suitiu-e of tiie {wir- 
fect man. 

Now what I say is thii?, that the spirit of Christiimity lias never yet come up to the 
subject of slavery, and dealt with it us it lias a right to deal with it^ imd as 1 believe 
ere long it will deal with this subject. 

Let me now inviuire, what is the attitude of Ohristiauity towards the slaves of thi« 
country ? You and I shall perfectly agree, that, if there be one tliiug chiu-acteristic 
of the gospel of Christ, it was that it did not regard ranks and degreeii ; tuid in thi(» 
it was a yjaradox, for it regarded nothing so much. I will ex])laiii. It wrts uotliing 
to Chiist that men were rich oj- poor, high or low, Jew or Gentile, bond or free. There 
W81S one level, they were all alike to Christ ; and yet there wt&s autJther respect in 
which Chiist did I'cgard the ranks jmd graidatious ol society. There was one chuw 
very much enlightened, another still less eulightenctl, luid another still less. Chri)>t 
begJin at the bottom Avhero men were the poorest, the weakest, the most ignorant, 
and the most helpless ; or, as Cluist himself siud, in tlmt beatitiful siniilitude drawn 
fi'om the she]Dherd's life, " I cimie to seek aiid to save the lost," — those who iuul 
strayed fi-om the fold and were surrounded with dangers. They tirst tliat were the 
lowest Christ took, and then moved upwards in the scjtde. And that is the spirit of 
Christianity, tx) pay its first regai-ds to the pwr ; and tlierefore, when John sent to 
Christ to ask for the evidences of hi* Messudiship, He sjiid to the messenger, " Go 
and tell Jolin, the dead are raised, the blind receive their sight,, tiie lepers are heided 
and then, as a climax that could not be resisted, " Uie poor have the gospel preached 
to them," That was the reply that was made ; and I say it is the duty of minist^ers of 
the gospel, and the duty of the Chiu-ch, to regard those tluit are ignonmt, tlio6<i that ture 
low, those that ai'e poor, those that are wesdc, tbose that arc despised. The spirit of 
Christianity is to go dcwii to them first, and take care of them, tlefend them, (jducate 
them, love them, jmd save them. This is Christianity ; and 1 liojie there is no man on 
this broad continent who is not glad that this i« Christianity, and tliat there is hope for 
the lalx^rer, hope for the slave, and hope for the oppressed. For if it were not for this 
divine and benignant spirit of Christianity, if it were tlie rich, tlie high-favored only, 
that Clu'istianity cared foi*, if God should go upt>n their side, against the ix>or and the 
weak, they would be as the dust of the sinmncr thi-eshing-fl(X»r, :uid fly away, and none 
could save them. Now I ask, is this the spirit of Christianity ? ILua it b<?en exert^'d 
in behalf of the African race ? Have we treated tlicm aa tlie sj>irit of Christhmity 
teaches us that we should ti'eat them ? Well, let us look at the iSouth and see. llie 
rights of three millions of men in the South are absolutely taken away fi orn them. A 
system prevails there — in a land of churches too — which dcsti'oys the manhood of 
three nullions of men. I sliall have occasion to reiterate tJiis idea, and I wish to bum it 
into your understandings, that the evil of slavery does not he in the fact that tme man 
or twenty men are obliged to eat coarse corn bread and no meat,, wear linsey-wooltMsy, 
and live in, shjuities. It is, that American slavery begins with tliis fimdamental canon, 
that tlie slave is not a man. It Is written in the slave laws that a slave is a chattel, 
that is to say, an animal, or a piece of furniture ; and thus it denies t-o three mUHons of 
men the rights of manhood. It leaves the mind therefore a blank. It leaves religicm 
and the religious education of the slave to mere chance. It is a system wliidiTen- 
ders chastity in either sex almost an impossibihty ; a system which breaks up the 
family, jmd brings father, mother, brother, and sister to the block to be sold witli 
mules, horses, oxen, and hogs, and disperse*! liither and tliitlier as the buyer may 
deem proper. Tliis is the si/stem, not the abuse. 

Fellow-citizens, about fom* thousand years ago there was another system of 8lave^\^ 
It is well known as Hebrew slavery ; and I liave so oftxjn heard tlio subject of 
slavery justified as a Bible system, justified by Hebrew slavery, that I wish to call your 
attention to this subject. And I will now make a fiair challenge to the gentlemet} from 
the South, and especially to tlie clergymen of the South — and if I could stand in 
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Georgia, 1 botli would speak as I do about slavery, and what is more, they would 
treat rnc fully as respectfully as I am treated here, and bettor, I tliitik — if you will 
agree to put American slavery on the gi-ound where the Bible puts it, I will give it 
up, and I will say that the Bible does allow slaveiy, and did make laws, and did 
legislate for .slaves. W c will make a compromise — for this is a day of compromises, 
tliougli they arc not ah^'ays fau- compromises. I will give up the lu-gumeut that the 
Bible is against sL'i very, if you will ag)"ee to put yoiu- slavery on the platform of Bible 
slavery. 1'iicre wei'C thi'ce kinds of servitude practised in those days. The first wms 
Hebrew slavery, a slavery in which the Hebrews were sold for a short period. It 
was a kind of apprentices! lip, scarcely more rigorous than om* modem system of ap- 
prenticeship. No Hebi'cw could bo sold for a longer periotl than seven years. The 
sabbatical year set him free. This slavery was full of all manner of ameHorations, 
and not hard to be ])ornc. 

There avjxs .also a system of slavery Avhich might be called public slavery — that of 
the Gibeonites conquered in war. 'J'hey lived among themselves, and took care of 
themselves. TJ»ey woi'lced, as our penitentiary convicts work, for the commonwealth, 
nicre Avas a third kind of slavery whicli might be called the Hebrew bond semce. 
This was the real sL-^-iiy practised by the Hebrews. Now I firid it a great deal 
choapei" to admit the e.\:istencc of tliis slavery, and tliat it was a grievous slavery, 
than to dispute it for fear the Bible should seem to be on the side of oppression. 
Moses did not introduce nor enact slavery. He regulated it; and first, what was the 
rcgiilatioii ? He forbade the J:i.ebrews buying any one but a lieathen for a slave, and 
forbade tlu.'in buyhig even a lieathcn, except on tliis condition, that he would receive 
circumcision jind become a Jew. Therefore, the first introduction of a man into bond 
service was the recognition of Iiim as a moral and acco^mtable being, and he was 
brought at once under the religious institutions and instructions of the Jewish people. 
It was made obligjitoiy oil every Hebrew avIio owned a slave, to see that he was re- 
ligiously educated. 

But p:uise one moment to see how much was meant by religious education in that 
day. We have the family government, which is the most blessed of all govej-nments. 
The child next goes to the common school, then to the academy, then to the college, 
and finally out into the community, and becomes a member of various associations 
and societies. There he has the ijitercourse of scientific men; he has his magazines, 
his newspapers, and his librai-ies. Our learning is augmented a thousand fold, our 
education is distributed into a thousand cells. .J3ut tlic tiiiie once was, when it was 
compressed into fi\'e little books. Tlic Jews liad no newspaper, and no institution of 
an educational kind ; and when you had educated a man in the Pentateuch, the laws 
of Moses, you had given hun tlie sum of all the hunmn knowledge of that day. You 
had, as it were, })ut him through college and graduated him. When a Hebrew slave, 
therefore, was educated in the knowledge of the Mosaic books, that man was dealt 
with as if a Southern man should take a slave and send liim Nortli, as he would his 
own son, and put him through college, and then bring him back and put him to tlic 
plougli [uid the hoe, (Cheers.) Tliat is the way the Hebrews educated then' slaves ; 
and not only so, reckoning the Sabbath days and liolidays, the sev^euth years, and the 
fiftieth ycrir, a csdculation would show that all their slaves had at least one half 
their time, in which no work was required of them, for leisure ; and moreover, the 
Hebrew bond slave, although he was a bond slave for life, had applietl to him all 
those motives under which men ai-e developetl. Under certain circumstances he 
could acquire property, and I'iso to honor, and be just as good, and stand just a^ high, 
and become well nigh as independent, as any other citizen ; and therefore he had the 
^tuuuknt of anibition, of hope, of character, This was the Jewish system of bond 
slavery. It bcgiui by recoguizmg every man as a moral .and accomitable being. It 
proceeded consequently to legislate for his religious instruction, and all the legislation 
of Moses wjus in favor of the slave and not in lavor of tlie mastei*. If injustice Avas 
done him, the slave could go into the courts and be hem'd in his OAvn cause. If the 
master was so vile as to abuse and beat him, the Avound itself set lum free ; and 
lastly, if tlie slave being so abused should run aAvay, there Avas a standing enactment 
that no man should retm-n the fugitive to his nuister. It w:is understcx)d that under 
the regulations of Moses, the system of slavery AA^ould be so etisy and pleasant to 
him that be would not Avish to run aAvay from his master ; but if he did, it was 
prima facie evidence tliat he ought to run aAvay ; and it is so all the Avorld over. 

Four thousand yeai's have passetl. Here Avas a hardy nation Avho had scarcely 
slmken the sand out of their shoes, Avho had but just dried their garments — no, I for- 
got ! they crossed on dry land — they scarcely had found their place in their promised 
land, while theii* shoulders Averc yet sore Avith the burdens they had home ; theso 
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iiion became themselves miasters in their tiim ; and this 'is the system they instituted 
four thousand years ago ; and this too without any Bible revealed to them ; for tiioy 
liad only a part of it — the Pentateuclu The whole of the Prophets, and the Piailnwi, 
and the New Tcsbunent were not yet theirs. Here wiis then- system of oppression, 
if you are pie-iised so to call it. We have had .since that day — oli, liow much 1 \Ve 
liave the appearance of Chiist himself, tlie recorded gospel^ and Christian institutionw. 
How has the world grown in tJie knowledge of huraim reliitious and liumaii lights 1 
Since the days of Clirist, we have had revolutions, and contentions, and battles ; and 
liberty of con.science and civil liberty have been hewn out of the rixiky sUite of des- 
potism. Wliat expansion also in learaing, wluit attsiinmeuts in vscieucc, and what 
knowledge of legislation and civil government ! And now, we too have tried our 
hand at a system of slavery. The Hebrew slavery began with the recognition tliut 
man was a moral and accountable agent ; four thousand years h$ive passed away, and 
we began oiu* system of shivery by dechying that a slave is a brute, a chattel, and not 
a man ! The Hebrew law maintained that when a man became a slave, he .sliould Ik; 
cu'cumcised and conn* under Jewish instruclion ; four thousand years have gone, Mid 
American slavery takes no care of the slave as, a religious being, the law makes no jiro- 
vision for his moral training. In that lemote age, among that rude ].K'ople, tlie mws 
rigidly guarded the chastity of woman, and if her miuster violated her honor, slie became 
liis vnfG ; but four tliousand ye.ai's have passeil, ami an institution of slavery has been 
set afoot in America, and in tliis Ohriatian hmd, among Christijin churches, midcr the full 
blaze and power of the gf)spel in its summer heat, the chastity of men and women is 
utterly neglected— as much so as that of the horse, the dog, or tlie hog ; and this is 
the advance we have made in this Christian land of America ! Then there were 
laws for the slave ; now the laws ai'c for tbe master. Four thousand years ago, courts 
were established wliere the slave could go luid tell his story ; now there is not a 
com't from Mason and Dixon's line to Texas,, that will allow a black nuui. whethei' 
bond or free, to open his lips. This is the Ameriaiii system of servitude. That was 
the Hebrew ! Are they alilvc ? Do the outrages of American slavery find siny 
countenance in the humanity and leniency of its oft alleged prototy pe ? 

Now, fellow-citizens, I a-sk you, would it not be a great gain if we could bring the 
South to a compromise, if we could bring African slaveiy on to the platfomi of He- 
brew slavery ? If you would brhig about this compronnse, you nuist recognize the 
slave to be a man, and not a chattel. You must give him b(.K)ks, let him read the 
Bible, open churches for Mm, ei-ect courts for him or opi;n to him those now existing, 
pass hiws t^ protect him. Tlie moment you are obliged to treat slaves a.s men, tiic 
trouble, the labor, the time, the responsibility are such that Mo n\an will hold slavo«. 
It is hard enough for me, with a family of three small children, tx) educate and tJike 
c;n*e of them ; but suppose I had five lunuired children, what J^hould I ilo? Sup)X>se 
you enact the law of the Hebrew.s — the Lord have mercy on some of our Southeni 
])lanters, who would have to take care of and instruct all their va.=»t number of slaves, 
and be responsible for tlieir religious education! It could not be tlone, iui.j slavery 
would come to lui end. 

This is the system of Christian slavery at the S^uitli — in brief, I have but jii.st 
touched it As the artist takes his chalk and draws out a sket :h of his de^sign, so I 
have but chalked the outlines of the real system of slaver3\ 

What tlien has Christiauitv in America done in behalf of the African sus a slave? 
Hits there been any pulpit or Christian church hi the Soutli, where Christianity has 
stood up and rebuked this infamous, Qod-defying doctrine, that a slave is a cliiittx)! I 
When, where i Never, nowhere ! Where has there been ji Christian in the South, 
who has stood up and said to the community. You nnist give up your slaves or regard 
them as moral and accountable beings ? In some few iastances there has been a de- 
votion to truth and duty in this matter which wa.'^ well, and which I tnast will bQ. 
imitj^ted ; but take the South comprehensively, this luis not been done. Where ha.i 
there been any Southera Christian, who has rebuked the infamous pi'ostitution of the 
sexes, that is as common in the South as the slaves themseives are i 

Fellow-citizens, foraication and adultery at tlie S(juth are no bar to church mem- 
bership. (Hisses dromied by cheers.) I have tidkcd a good while, and it i.s but fan- 
now that you should talk 1 I go m for free discussion, a.s well ."is for free soil. I am 
glad there is an awakening conscience, and a sense of sliame in tliis matter. Do yoy. 
not know tliat a gi*eat many ministers in the South, when they celebrate the cere- 
mony of mai'riage between slaves, leave out the injunction, " Wlmt God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder ?" For they know tliat the man may be sold ami 
sent one way and tlie woman the other. They may be members of tJie Bapiiat ^ 
Presbyterian or otlier Church, and when they go, their pastor gives thein a letter that 
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certifies that they are in good and regular standing in tlie Cliurck Now, it is very- 
plain that they cannot live together. He is received intx) the church and takes a 
wife, and although he has one already, yet his letter is clean. He is sold a second, a 
third, and a fourth time, and each time gets a wife ; and if he is sold forty times he 
will have forty wives, and there is not one word said against it. His letter is gcxxl 
fi-om church to church, and it is not considered inconsistent in the Chiistian character 
of a slave thus to violate the duty of chastity. Now these fiicts ai-e notorious in the 
South, and are not only known but are not thought very much of. (A voice, " No- 
body knows them but yourself.") (Another voice, " There is a man in tliis city who 
has'got tAventy wives.") I am sorry for liim. (Applause and laughter.) 

And now I ask what has Christianity done for the Afiican in the Noi-th? And 
on this point I csuinot tany. One thing is ver^ plain if the truths I have stated are true ; 
if the free African of the North is vicious, if he is ignorant, if he docs not under- 
stand the ways of trade, the duty of the Church was to go down to him, and preach 
the gospel to him, to educate him and his children, to inspire him with a spirit of 
industry, and open the door to industrial occu}>ations for him. ITiat was the duty of 
Christianity. 33ut what has the Nortli done for the fi-ee African ? Has it founded 
churches tor him ? Thoy have built their own chiu'ches, \v\t\\ but very few excep- 
tions ; and it cannot be denied that Christianity has been signally deficient in preach- 
ing the gospel to the colored people of the North. Where are the schools that are 
open for them ? Where are the motives to incite them to industrial occupations ? 
There are none. The very doors of tlie shops in most of the ti-ades arc shut to the 
man of the sable skin ; and he cannot be a clerk nor a jom-neyman, for our indus- 
trial classes feel that a man who has been a slave is not fit to worlc with a man who 
is a freeman. Thus has the odium extended northward. And what has Christianity 
done ? Has it interposed, haB it come in between them and the prejudices of this 
community, and undei-takon to educate the public in regard to its duty ? It has not 
done it. It has done worse than that. A few States give him the right of property 
and permit him to vo<;e ; biit most of the legislation in the Northern and fi-ee States 
makes color a ground of disfi-an(;liisemcnt. He cannot vote nor have propertv ; he is 
put under bonds if he comes into some States, juid every means is taken to eject him 
fi'om the StJites. I know there is no mrm in his senses, that thinks of these things 
soberly, who will say it is not so. Is tiiis the spirit of Christianity ? Are our people 
acting Christian-like in this regard ? Has the Church risen up and said, " By the 
power of Christ Uiese men sliall not be trampled in the dust ; these men shallhave 
the gospel preached to them, and shall be educated ; these men shall have a chance 
given them to be respectable ?" Oh ! no ; Christianity has pointed to the ship and 
said, " There is the ship, and there is Africa, anil you liad better go." That is the 
gospel tlijit has been preached to them. " Emigrate, colonize." Tliat is the gospel 
they l^ave he;u-d. 

What is tlie danger that threatens the Church in America ? Her danger is not 
from being extinguished l)y persecution. She is growing plethoric ; she is waxing 
f;it ; she feels her spirit, aulj t-he kicks. Having so much riches, so much luxury, so 
much Avorldly ])rosperity, she is more like to die of obesity than of want In the 
piovidencc of God our whole western frontier is ojiened, in which the Church might 
work olf, as it were, some of her fatness and superfluous flesh ; and a despised and 
neglected multitude arc in her midst to be educated and inspired to us'efulness; but 
instead of that, she is trying to shirk her work, and give her children a free passage 
to Africa, thus getting rid of the work God has appointed her to do. 

I'hose remarks are not Jiimed at the Colonization Society, for I say most fi-ankly 
and heartily, if any nuin really wishes to go to Africa, I am glad that there is a 
way, for Africa's sake and for his sake; anil as for as that class of men nre con- 
cerned, I believe in colonization for tlie sake of the continent, and no farther. When 
it is on the spur of neces!?ity that they are colonized, and Avhcn there is such a pre- 
judice at home that they cannot stay here, then I tiu^n round and say, " The Lord 
rebuke thee, Satm." God hjis put a poor, despised, ignorant people among the 
Christians of this land, and said to them, " lliese arc my people," and they rise and 
c^ist them into the sea. God Avill bring them to judgment for such things. First do 
your duty to them, educate them, and then with a better grace we may say to them, 
" Emigrate, colonize" and not till then. 

I am very glad to say that, although this is a dark jjicture, it has been giwving a 
little fighter withiu my remembratice. There has been generated within the past 
few yem's a higher tone of Christian feeling in respect to tlie free Africans of the 
Nortli. The North kus begun to be thoroughly aroused to tlie subject of slavery — 
aroused tempestuously, and not in tlie most prudent way I take it ; but I will not 
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say a word against any who have endeavored to do well for liberty and humanity. 
Chiistiau men Lave begun to study more thoroughly into the natui-c of tlie Blavo iii- 
Btitution in the South and begun too with the Bible in their hand, determined to 
know what are the iiiles by which she ia to judge of her duties. Ilie result has 
been, that om* chm'ches have begun to pray and our ministers to preach more, and 
Northern men have been coming rapidly, for tJie last twenty voai-s, into a more 
Christian state of feeling in respect to the Afiican colored people of the North an(l 
tlic slaves of the Soutk The ti"ue w^ay is to correct public gf.'nti!nent at the Nortli- 
Let it be sweetened and christiiuiized by the gospel, and tliat will work quicker and 
go farther than it would to leave the North uncultivated and go and preach \o the 
Soutli. Here is tlie place ; for where evils are to be reformed they must be attticked 
from witliout and not fi*om within ; and tlie ciu'ative process must begin in tlie North 
and not in the South ; and this does not interfere with the fact that, after all, tlie 
Southerners must abolish tlieir own slavery. The fir.«t effect of the increased lidel- 
ity of the North has been a feiu* that slavery must perish ; and that gave ri»c to a 
desire to extend the slave territory ; and, next, it gave vka to political sigitJitiona It 
waa seized hold of by politicians jmd incorporjitoii into a national system of [X)litic8, 
anil next it gave rise to that most execrable of all uubaptized motisters, tlie Fugitive 
Slave LaAv. 

Fellow -citizens, there was a nem' })rospect., it seems to me, five years jigo, of a 
peaceable reb'ocessiou of slavery. There was an advance of mond public opinion, 
both in the North and in the Soutli, wliich was most surprising, I do not believe one 
word of tliat docti'iuc that slavery became more tirnilv r<H>ted in the South on ac- 
count of agitation ui the North, Why, you have got nothing but agitation to work 
with. Let me say to you that t:lic day for despotic legislation and for brute force 
has passed away. Ideas are kings now. Ideas are to legislate for the world ; and 
the day has come when moral thoughts and moral ])rinciples are to be free as air. 
These have begun to ti-avel in the South, and are still t.raveliiug. The pliui which 
seemed opened before us wa.s tiiis, to drop all j)oiitieal and wlious term,s, to say to 
the slave interest, " Maintain your foothold as long as yt)u please, but you Cfimiot 
soil smother foot of tenitory with slavery," There was nothing in the Constitution 
jigainet tliat. Then, secondly, we would say, " You shall not have tuiy factitious help 
from us on account of our connection \\ith you ; v,-e will wasli our hands of all pitxon- 
age or counteruuice of Sjlavery, as far as it is in the power of men to do it" llien 
when we had said thus far, we would have added, " We do not nu-aii to invade your 
own territx^ry and disturb the institution where it exists. V*^ e do not mean U> in- 
fringe constitutional law one single whit We mean to do what the sun docj^, when 
it stands over Jigainst mountauis of ice and they melt. But that moral force may 
Iiave any beneficial cflect, it is necessary that slavery shouUl abide where it ia It 
must not travel farther, lis roots must iiave no more soil. If you tiike the nomadic 
Arabs and preach tlie gospel to them on horseback, they will nm away from you ; 
you cimnot preach as fa.st as they can ritle. But if tliose nomads wijl pitch their 
tents, and become stationaiy, you may then hope to civilize and Christianize them. 
If slavery were allowed to go to New-Mexico and to Carti'oruin, wo cannot overt^ike 
it witli the gospel ; but the moment Ave can anchor the institution, the moment we 
am cstiblish bulwarks and lines of demarkation alx)ut it, that very moment you have 
A place where you can with brotherly affection begin to kill it, and we will <h) it too 
witli the sword of the Spirit and with the truth of God. We mean not to violate 
the spirit of Christianity nor even of courtesy in speaking as we do; we mean to 
preach tlie gi'eat doctrine of Christ the great truths of (iod's liberty in the Nort,h, 
jind if they will hold still in the South, we wili overtake them witli it. We will 
make slaveiy a burden to tlieir conscience, and a burden to their pcx'ket*^, as it is a 
burden to God^s patience. But, it seemefl as if the land were never to liave rc.«t, Uieie 
came along these agitators. Oh ! these agitators, these agitators I If v,'e could only 
find out who they were. But there have been sigitators 1 We miglit have bad free 
intercourse Avith the South. We might have jireaciied onr ide.'ts to t-hem, and they 
might have preached their ideas to us. We luijied the day wou-.d come when there 
could Ixj tliis kind of traffic, and our heads could trade with tlieir lieads ; then wc 
would liave the hip-lock of Uiom, and we would throw them. But no, it seemed as 
if the Devil could not stiiy peaxjeably in hell, lie is now. just as he jihvay» was, 
wandering up autl down to see what he ciui do. He went to WjL«hingt.on ; I fear tliat 
he has been there a great many times ; when he put himself into the shape of tlic 
Fugitive Slave Law, he overvaulted liis ambition and fell on the other side, I will 
ventm-e to say that nothing has happened since tliis nation was founded that hsia 
made such a gulf between the North and tlie South fis the pju°sing of this Fugitive 
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Slave LaAV. (Loud applause.) Let ma state some of tbc reasons why I think so, and 
why I am opposed to the Law. First, I am opposed to the F ugitive Slave Law on 
account of the inhumanity of the tliinf:^ itself. If it was sun ply taking a raau held 
to service back to poor fai-c, poor clothes, poor lodging and hard work, well, for the 
sake of the Union, (Ahem I ahem ! !) I would do even that. I love tlie Union. I 
do not give up even to those dry nurses of tlie Union, the Union Safety Committee. 
(Cheers and laughter.) I profess that I am as much of a patriot lis they are. How 
Can I send back a man to a system which denies his humanity — ^which ranks him 
with the brutes, where it is a penitentiary offense to teach him to read, where he has 
no rehgious ministry appointed for him ? To take a inim wlio has just struggled up 
to the free North, who ha-s long thouglit of liberty, who has offered up his thanks to 
God that he was to bo free at last, who has but just reached the shores of freedom; 
to take that man back again and plunge him into the waves of bondage, where 
bondage means damnation — tluit is Avluit they ask the Chnstian Church to do, and 
that is what they ask me to instruct my people to do 1 For refusing it, we are pro- 
nounced disorgauizers ; and Avhen we plead conscience, religious newspapers jeer ; 
and Avhen we appeal to a higher law of humanity a.nd of God, even ministers of the 
gospel are found denouncing tlie idea, that m such deeds thoi'e cim bo any higher 
law than that of Congress ! 

On this point we are met by the New Testament and the ca.se of Paul and Onesi- 
nms ; and we are told that the ti]3ostle Paul sent back men into shivery. Into such 
a slavery as a brother beloved, and in sudi a way, viz., by his own free consent, I 
shoukl not object to return fugitiv(;s. There are two AVJiys of sending men back into 
slavery. J*a.ul took one Avay and Marshal Devcns and Commissioner Somebody, in 
New- York, took aiiotiier way. Let us lot>lc at these two ways. Paul preached the 
gospel to the man wlK)m he retni-ned to slavery. Now I should like to sec the 
Marshals go and prejich the gospel to a slave of their catching, and get down on 
their knees and pray with him and read him the Confession of Faith. (Laughter.) 
1 hen, secondly, Paul wrote a letter and sent the man back by himself — he did not 
ask any officer to attend hitu ; and when he got back his master opened the letter 
and read, "I return him to you a l)rother, and as such receive hinv from me." Now, 
rather than to see iJiis sweet aud ])recious Union dissolved, I Avould accept tliis method 
of sending men back into slavery ; I would arrest a fugitive imd Avrite a letter to liis 
master in the South, make him cairy it himself, and say, " I return him to you as a 
brothi'r." How he would hok when he got back tliere, standing up in bis master's 
presence smihng Avilh his briglit ebony face, and saying, " How do you do, my brother ? 
aiul how do you do, my sister if" (Loud aud repeated applause.) Oh, how I wish 
that oiu' venerable doctors — and we aj-e told thac they are old and wise men — I be- 
lieve that no one could read their sermons without soon discovering that tliey are 
okl — very old; yet I ha\'e a great resj)ect and reverence foi" them, in spots — (Laugh- 
ter)— I wish that they would jjractise tl)e exani]:>le of Paul's bx'atment of Onesimus. I 
maititain that these mi-u shouUl have the I'^jjit-tle of Paul repubh.shed by tlie Tract 
Swiety, as they h.ave bi-en ])ul)lifhing the Provt'rbs of Solomon, and put it in then- 
p>ckeis and go >South with souu; of lliese Simses and liemy Longs. Let it be un- 
tlerstood that no master is to have his j-unaway slave, who Avill not receiA-e him as a 
'•nitoTUKU ;" and that no fugitive slave is to be sent back upon compulsion, but only 
such as ai"e Avllling to go of themselves ; and then Ave should haA^e the Pauhnc 
practice. 

The first reason, therefore, Avhy [ object to tlie Fugitive Slave Law, is, that it com- 
pels me to do Avhtit 1 am taught to be a sin by their own favorite Bible-texts. If it 

wrong to sentl back Dr. Peiuiington, then it is wrong to send back Sims and Long. 
Is it right to send back this beloved brother, Dr. Pennington, aa'Iio is a slave unrc- 
deeme(i, avIio very likely Avouid be sent back if he should resume his pastoral duties 
here, ami who is Aviiul-bound abroad, us the Avinds of oppression will not let him come 
home ? 

It Avould be just as right to send him back as it Avas Smis and Long, and you ai'C 
just as much in duty bound to send one a.s another. AVould you send liini back into 
slavery ? (A voice, " 1 Avould for one." Another voice, " I would for two," Another, 
" I Avould for three.") Would any man in hh senses send him bade ? (Great applause 
and laughter.) 

P>ut 1 remark, secondly, in resj)ect to this F ugitive Slave LaAv, I am amazed at it 
be(;ausc it is so utterly unfit to carry o\'.t it^ OAvn principles. In the first place, tlie 
Fugitive Slave LaAv cannot return the fugitives of tlie South. It has cot returned, 
and cannot tmd Avill not return one per cent of them. Tlie old law did not, neither 
wiU the ncAv. You may not know there is an underground railroad in New- York I 
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hear of it, thoiigli I am not a conductor on it, and I ventm-c to say tluit tliere are 
forty men coming through it from the South, whore tiiero been one canied back. 
The old law — of wliich it may be Siiid that it avjls Aveak through' the fiosh — (xmhi not 
stop this. I tliink about the old law as I think aliout lishing. My fatlicr is a good 
fisherman, and he can catch more fish with a pin hook tmd an old Rtick for a }.K>le, than 
I can with a fly hook, a brass-foruled cane rod, and all the other scientific ap];)urt^- 
nances of the ai't. Now vvhen a community are j:>re])ared to arrest a fugitivi- and 
send him back into slavery, the old law, althougli it is an old alder })ole and |)iu ln'K)k, 
is good enough to catch them with; but now you liave one of tliosc blight silver- 
jointed rods and fly hooks and other fixings, aiul you won't Cfitch one sin^de or 
fugitive more than you did with yom* old tackle. The trouble lies not in the old hiw, 
but in the pubhc sentiment of tlie comniunity where you are tishing. Suj^pose a 
man is taken sick with the cholei'a and the doctors sliouUl give a (k)se of medicine to 
his horse, would the man get any better ? The sickness lies in the comjuunift/, and 
vou have been dosini^ the (aw. The law does not need any medicine. 

I object, tlurdiy, to the Fugitive Slave Law, l)ocause it serves to initate an evil 
which W{U3 akeady bad enough. It stirs up ill WockI between the Nortli and tlie 
South, and it seems to me tlierc never was a bill framed by Congress? Ix'tter calcu- 
lated in all its tendencies to do so. I recollect of once hearing an old clei'gymim 
describe a young mmister as one wiio " preached as thougli the di*vil was in bins, 
lie takes the promises of the Fjible iv.id throws tliem out with a ]>it<'hfork and t^o 
the last Congress has tlu'own out its enactments witli a },>i!chferk. This wliole hnv i.-! 
a disgrace to them and to \is. 1 object to it, tlien, because it abi uiges very mueli. 11% 
least brings into danger, the essential liberties of freemen. Such has l)een the ]);uiic 
and the sense of danger during the winter past that tlunisandis (if men, women, and 
chiUben, peacefully engaged at their various occujKitioiis, liave been driven hither 
and thither, .'scattered like partridges on the mount;iins Y.-h(MJ the siuuid of the luniler 
was upon them. We little realize the ternn- that was stricken through the lieart.s t.f 
its victims when this law was enacted. Ti)ey trttmbied in view of c-ensequenccs, of 
l)eing arrested and brought before men wlio vv-ere prouusc-d ten dollars if they con- 
victed them, but onlv live if they cleared tlicm. 

But, not only does this bill, whicli is so (»dious, en'l:mgrr tlie interests of free rili- 
i'.ens, but it comes to me and says, " Henry Ward i^eeeher, if the j lu'ritf cal^ u]>ou 
you to seize that man, you must do it.'' It comes to me and .^ay.^ That p< m* VN <»juim 
who came to vom* door lust night, and whom vou teiok lnt<t vour hoi'.se, ktHAvinir her 
to be a slave, yon must give up to me."' He pul> his grij) (.'.ti me, an I 1 nuist be 
lined or incarcerated because 1 gave her bread and water. j..et a man act midcr 
such an oflicial character as that, let him j)ut me luuler a penalty for obeying Ciui.-t'H 
law, and then let me meet him in the day of ju!!};meut if lie dare I No. it i-'^ bad 
enough tliat tbey go against the Constitution and violate tlie well-under.-^tood snit:- 
ment that existed when that Constitution wn.s made ; it is bad enough that the Con- 
stitution stnnfls so far Avar]:ied and bent as it does; \mt when it comes down to tlie 
citizens of tbis country and says to thcni, " Yovi are Ix.niid to oliev this law h\ tins 
way; you are bound to help if called upon ; yon are fi>rbidden to harbor (,y feed the 
fugitive," God do so to me and more also, if when a nian conies u.) nie v.eai'v, dustv, 
and far spent willi travel, 1 do not hel]> him iVeedomwanl ! (Cheers.) 

I say to the South and to her politicians, that the true e<mrse of Christi-n jx-liey 
should have been to allay and not to increa.^e the strif.' between the North jukJ the 
South. It was their duty to have avoided all cause of irritation on this Kuliject ; it 
was their duty to have acted more in accordance with the spirit of Christian love; 
and it was our duty, too, to have avoided all c;uise for irritation for the sake of the 
Union. When that law pjissed, against the known nioj'al sentiment of the North, it 
was bombarding the North ; it was the artillery of the South aimed din'ctly at us, 
park after park ; and the cannoneer was tsnc v.'ho should never have Ijcen found firing 
against his own hearth.stone. 

FeUow-citizen.s, a few years ago there wjis a nian who. in a speecli at Niblo's Gar- 
den, declared fis only such a man as lie can tleclare — for it is not given t/^ oiu- age to 
see more than one Web.ster — " that they who attem])ted to trespiuss up.ir^ the reli- 
gious feehng of the North on the subject of slavery, had not considerately weiglied 
what that feehng was;" and he warned the South against su<'h a c(Hu-?e, rn'oiw. wiiich 
would incA-itiibly shake the .sta.bility of Uie Union. 0 Lucifer ! son of tJ)c morn- 
ing, how art thou fallen, tbou who wast a prophet, but vvho liast forgotten thine own 
predictions, and done the very thing that with a voice of inspiration tbou warnedst 
otliers not to do 1 I remember when almost I revered that man ; and I tliink for 
stature .of understanding, for mighty genius as a statesman, no mim in thlj laud, and 
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since tlic death of Peel, no man in any land, is his equal. I would not speak harshly 
of Daniel Webster ; I would not, like Shimei, cast stones at him ; I would rather go 
backwards as did the reverent children of Noah, and put a cloak over his nakedness. 
But when I hear him eulogized in tlie street, in the papers, and in the pulpit, and am 
made to step over him. and to walk aioiuid him. and to meet him at every turn, 
much as I hjok uj) to that gi-eat man — ami I am proud of him as a New-Englander — 
much as I tliink of liim, yet there is something even deai-er to me than tliis great 
statesman of America. Liberty is dearer, truth is dearer, reh'gion and humanity are 
dearer. (Applause.) 

I object to the Fugitive Slave Law, because it aims a deadly blow at respect for 
all la\/ ; for I think that bad laAvs arc treason to good governments ; that tlie leg- 
islature that enacts a bad law knocks out one stone from the foundation of the gov- 
ernmental fabric. There is no doubt whatever that more influence is exerted by one 
bad law, towju'ds promiscuous disobedicJice of all hiw, than can be repau'ed by a 
generation. 

I object to the law on acct)unt of its sequences, on account of the influences it m 
developing ; for so it is that, as one lie begets half a dozen, as one wrong Avill bring 
a retinue oi" wi-oiigs in its train, and one fabe principle brings after it a score of fake 
principles, so this law ])rings in its train a host of disastrous sequences ; and first 
and foremost among these is one that I have mentioned, this impotent phautasm of 
a Union Committee — men who read a ledger for their duty, aud feel in their pockets 
for their conscience. (Laughter.) 

I object to this law still farther, because it has brought into vogue a style of rea- 
soning and an advocacy of principles, wliich if believed and carried out will destroy 
the foundations of civil government. The time, I trust, is past when we shall heai", 
jw we lately have heard, men in the pulpits — blind men leading the blind — crying 
out for lower law ; and men ordained to preach God's law, ritliculing higher laAV and 
venting their injured sensibilities against rival denominations, taking this occasion U) 
send p(jisoited ari'ows at them ; mixing up private wrongs with public grievances. 
Not long since, we heard abundant eloquence expended to prove that the citizen was 
obliged to obey the laws of the land, and that this v/as obeying God ; that legisla- 
tors being ordained of God, when the Government enacted any thing it Avas the duty 
of the citizen to obey. A law so enacted was to be his Pope — and more than Pope — 
it v/as to be his Jesus Clirist, his Jehovah, and he was to obey it and bow down to 
it; and at the pretense " higher law " and a sensitive conscience, there wjis lidicule 
and reproach. This doctrine is only the old theory that prevailed ii'i the time of 
King James. It is only revamj^ing their puerile pohcy, and bringing their old ex- 
])lodetl doctrines down to tliis day for the govei-nuiciit of this Republic ; aiid if that 
doctrine is' to recover itself and to receive any patronage, if that is to be the doc- 
trine of our land, there is no chance for a pei-maneiit Republic liere. Why is it that 
France has so long struggled and striven for a republic, and has never grasped it? 
Why is it that Italy has asked for a republic aud has never been able to get it? 
Why is it tliat Hungary has been longing to establish a republic? It is because the 
common people have been trodden down and not educated, and been taught by 
their schoolmasters aiul ministers and legislators that it Avas tlieir duty to give up 
their conscience to the magistrate and the priest ; and, therefore, there was no foun- 
dation upon which to build a republic. You might as well attempt.to build a cus- 
tom-house like that in Wall street on cotton wool. The material for a repubhc is 
too soft; man there is pithy, porous, spongy, flabby, and must remain so until you 
])ut the stulf of conscience into him and make him independent in his moral sense. 
The man that digs coal in this country, the man that tinkers my kettle, the man that 
sews my siioe, 1, not a whit more than he, can stand up and say, "God, thou art 
my Father ; there is none on earth between me and Thee 1" The noblest tliiug that 
God ever made ami gave toman, Avas his conscience! Our fathers educated us to 
use t:h;it conscience in spite of aulhority civil or ecclesiastical. It made NcAV-Eug- 
huid. Her sons Avere trained to reganl conscience as more sacred than any tiling else. 
A nation based upon conscience, has, hke NcAv-England, ft substratum of granite, 
Avhile a nation wiihout a conscience is hke the sand of the sea-shore upon which 
you caiuKit l.)uild. Nijw, if you Avish to be like South America, like Fi-ance, lilce Italy, 
and those other poverty-stricken nations, then give heed to tliese seducing priesta 
and to those apostate statesmen Avho tell you that your conscience is to be given up 
to the Government, and that you ai'c not to regard its monitions. But I tell you, 
God will hold you in judgment if you do not have consciences upon so great a ques- 
tion of humnnity, and if, then, you do not heed them. . 

Now, this hateful hiw, framed m iniquity for the sake of pcipetuating iniquity, 



ANNUAL MEETING. 



15 



has been suicidal to liberty. I think tliat wiiile many have given adhesion to it from 
party reasons, and many more have assented to it from commercial reasons, I 
thank God that it is not the doctrine of the countiy, it is not the doctrine of New- 
York State, of Connecticut, of Rhode-Island, of Massachusetts, of New-Hampshire, 
of Maine, of Vermont, of Michigan, of Ohio, of Intliaua, of Wisconsin, nor of Iowa ; 
and I think that time will show, and that ere long, all the Stat&s north of Mason 
and l^ixon's line, and I may fain liope of Kentucky and Temieaaee too, — I believe 
that time will sliow tliat this doctiiue, hateful alike to God and man, is repudiated 
by the common sense of a well-educate<] people ; and that the time will come when 
no gi'eater disgrace cjin be written upon a tomb-stone as epitaph, than " Here liea 
A. B,, autlior of a commentary and ti'eatise designed to show tJiat conscience must 
be given up to the nuigistrate, the legislator and the priest EverylxKiy will read 
it, and exclaim, " God have mercy ujwn his poijir soul !" 

I have attempted to speak that wliich I believed to be true. It may appear 
exaggerated to you ; but I believe it I have said things to awaken y{)ur own 
thought, and all I ask is, that you will lay the trutli to heart and tliink upon tbis 
subject in the light of eternity, with tlie Bible in your hmids, conscious tliat God 
looks upon you. Think of it as Christian men, as pati'iots ; and if you will tliink of 
it, the end of my speaking is gained. 

Rev. Dr. Willis, of Toronto, President of the Anti-Slavery Society 
of Canada, next addressed the audience. He regarded this Society, ho 
said, as one of the most interesting of those which held their anniversaries 
this week, and he rejoiced that the tide of moral sentiment is in tlio di- 
rection in which he saw it going so nobly and so triumphantly. lie felt 
honored in being deputed to attend this annivei-sary in this great and 
noble city, and was happy to say that there \va? no body of men asso- 
ciated for religious and benevolent purposes, with whom he had a deeper 
sympathy, than those convened on this occasion. Although ho could not 
address the audience iis fellow-citizens literally, yet he could address them 
as brothers and sisters belonging, with himself, to one great Repubhc, 
and friends to the anti-slavery cause, which called for the sympathies of 
every true-hearted man. He had been accustomed to say he was proud 
of British America, because it annihilates the distinction between master 
and slave. He would now say, he rejoiced in the feeling here manifested, 
and could go home and say he was proud of New- York, and could wish 
that this meeting might be regarded as a representation of the whole 
country, and the sentiments that have here been uttered, as the sentiment 
of the entire nation. 

He said he trustxid that nearly every pei-son in the vjist assembly was 
animated by the same feeling : a deep sympathy in favor of the oppressed 
and against oppression. The people of Canada, in the exercise of the 
most friendly feelings, deeply sympathize with the efforts making for the 
emancipation of the slaves in this country, by moral instrumentahty. Ho 
was reioiced to hear what had been said in favor of freedom by Iiis reverend 
friend who had addressed the meeting, and thankful for the information ob- 
tained in regard to the attitude taken by so many of the Christian Church 
of this Union. But he regretted exceedingly to hear that the Church 
generally is not lifting up its voice, as audibly as it might, against slavery. 
Why, he could not have said what has been said here to-day before an 
English assembly without meeting with incredulity, for they would 
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scarcely believe that there was so much fault existing here in the minis- 
try and the churches. 

" The Bible is not against slavery, but against the abuse of it," is the 
language used by many ; and " if Christianity is left to exert its araehorat- 
ing influences, it will soon put an end to slavery.'' Such language has 
often been used with reference to other enormities. Should not those who 
use it consider that their interpretations of the law may be wrong, and 
that they do not sufficiently evolve the morals that are apphcable in this 
department of ethics ? lie went on to enlarge upon what the last 
speaker had said upon the subject of Hebrew servitude. He agreed vvith 
him substantially, though he was not prepared to concede quite so much 
with reference to the practice under the Mosaic code. The Hebrews 
were forbidden, it is allowed by our opponents, to enslave their brethren ; 
but now, the diftcrcncc between the Jews and Gentiles having been done 
away, all men aue ouii bketiiken'. The distinction made between 
.Tew and Gentile is, ho believed, of no validity wliatever. He maintained 
also that the jVible did not rccoo-nize the relation of slaveholder and slave. 
Slavery is a violation of nature and the fundamental principles of moral- 
ity and religion. When lliis point is conceded by the Christian churches 
in this land, we of Canada, said he, will love you better. He would not 
sit down, he said, without assuring the meeting that ho should represent 
the public feeling of his own country, when he said, that while they la- 
mented th(? necessity of so many victims of slavery flying to their terri- 
tory, driven by the late oppressive law, they would not see them cast out 
and driven back into bondage, but would extend to them all needed pro- 
tection and succor. On this subject, he said, we ought to foci that we 
are all of one nation. 

Kcv. Charles G. Finney was next introduced. He said that many 
years had oLipscd since he had been in New-York to attend the anniver- 
sary of this Society. For nearly two years he had been in Europe. He 
had not been indifferent to the struggle hcre on the subject of slavery. 
He had kept his eyes and ears ojien, and his heart alive, and had felt 
deeply, as might be supposed, in view of the transactions tlie last year, 
especially in view of the passage of that — what should he call it ? — ho 
could not call it a law^ for he did not beheve it was a law — the Fugitive 
Slave Bill. He would detain the audience, only to state what he sup- 
posed to be the views entertained in England and in Europe generally, 
with reference to it. While it was under discussion, he could not believe 
that it would bo enacted. When he heard it had passed, he was 
astonished. Questions were put to him like these: What will the 
North do with it ? What eflect will it have in the free States ? Will 
it bo the means of dividing the Union? Will the North obey it? 
Will the ministers and the churches at the North submit to it ? Will 
it not produce rebellion and civil war? What >viU be done? He gave it 
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as his opinion, that the North would not resist it by violence, but that ai; 
a general, if not a uuiver>al thing, they v/ould not aid in executing it, and 
that they would try all constitutional means to get rid of it. 

He said that when it was stated that several of the ministers at the 
North preached in favor of sustaining the law, he was put to the blush, 
and asked in what sense do they sustain it? lie told theni he supposed 
they preached that the people shouM not rebel, but wait and seek to 
remove the bill by legislation. But when he arrived in this country, not 
only did he undenstand that ministers had preached what his brother 
l^eecher represented them to have preached, but that they proclaimed 
the law to bo just and constitutional, imd consequently entitled to the 
unanimous support of the people of the North, lie said, he was 
ashamed to have it known in EiiLxland, that ministers in this country 
preached that God had delivered to the civil autliorities the power to 
leo'islate for the consciences of men, and that individual consciences must 
be governed by the law of the country, lie had no conception that 
Northern ministers would preach any such thing; he had been shocked 
at such a doctrine as this. lie supposed that the uniU^d voice of the 
North would be, " It is unconstitutional and contrary to the law of God ; 
we will not aid in executing it; we will rid ourselves of it as soon as pos- 
sible." 

He thought people abroad were better qualified to judge of the matter 
than those in the midst of the excitement, who were driven, Jis it were, 
to take one side or the other, especially if they be American citizens. 
There are two classes in Enn^land who are watchiuiX these movements with 
great interest. The monxirchists are chuckling with the idea that our 
government will exj)lode, and that they will then be able to say, "There, 
you can see how the American government has turned out. with its de- 
mocracy I'' But there is a very large class who are trembHnL>-ly alive to 
this question, and arc looking at it from another point of view. They sym- 
pathize with Northern citizens in thuir desire to get rid of the law, and 
dread the idea of this government exploding. They pray eai-nestly that 
the matter may be adju.^ted, that this Union may n(^ be rent asunder, 
and that God will give wisdom to those who arc acting in this matter, 
lie said that one man v;ho felt deeply on the subject said to him, 1 
regard the establishment of the Anserican government ;ls the greatest 
event that has occurred since the invention of printing." This man 
spoke very feelingly of the danger that now tlireatens this country. 
The serious politicians of Kngland have often expressed sorrov/ to mc, 
said >[r. F., at the tone of discussing this subject in Congress. They 
have looked at it with pain, and h.ave been afraid that it would result in 
anarchy, bloodshed, and tinally in despotism, and thus destroy the hopes 
of the world. But, he said, if the prayers of tlie good people of England 
can be of avail, all the dithculties now existinof will result in nood, 

Mr. Finney said he wished that all who are opposed to the law would 
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recollect, that English Christians feel deeply interested in this subject, and 
although they can have no political influence, they have an influence 
they can carry to the Throne of Grace. They are now praying for this 
Society, for the abolition of slavery, that God would dii'cct the Congress of 
the United States, that ti-utli may prevail, and this country be saved. 
He said there was a strong under-current in this country, and tliroughout 
the world, that v/ould i-esult in the overthrow of slavery, and seal the fate 
of the slave power. Meantime ho could say, as Mr. Beecher liad said, and 
he iiiouuiit it would be the general feelino- of Christians, let no one en- 
gage in the execution of the accursed law, but seek every constitutional 
mctljod of casting it away, and blotting it out of existence. 

Mr. F. went on to say, that he was amazed that the abominable doc- 
trine should be inculcated from the pulpit, that the legislature can control 
the consciences of the men of th,is countiy, or ought to control theni ; 
that God has delivered the jiower of legislation over the conscience into 
the hands of a few men, to enact laws in direct defiance of Ilis law, 
and that in fact repeal His law. If human legislation can in any case 
repeal (iod's law, and make enactments contrary to Kis law obhgato^y and 
binding upon men, then they can in all cases; if God's legislation can be 
set aside l>y the legislation of man, then we might invoke human legis- 
lation to repeal ;ill moral laws at once, and make the law of selfishness 
the law of God ; and tlius men might dispose of all sin, and Iiavc a 
short-hand method of abolishino; it. AVhat sin could there be in the 
world under this doctrine? It would eternally be made lawful for man 
to steal, and violate the most sacred obligations; it would be a summary 
method of getting rid of the duty of repentance; a summary plan of rid- 
ding the world of moral depravity. But who, said he, can believe this? 

The whole land, he tliought, the moment the bill was passed, slionld 
have cried out, as they sometimes do in England at public meetings, when 
any thing is said or done offensive to the audience: Shame! shame!! 
shame ! ! ! If the wliole land had cried Shame ! at tlie tiiwe when the Fu- 
gitive Slave IVill v.-as enact'jd, mrn would not have stood up in the pulpit, 
and either advocated that law, or inculcated tlic duty of obeying it. 

The resolutions were then adopted; and the imeeting, after an animated 
and highly satisfactory session of tlu'ce hours, was adjourned to meet for 
discussion and business. May Vth, at 9 o'clock A. M. 
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Slavery continues tv) 1)0 tlio^ groat question of llie <lay. It$ downfall 
was foreseen by the ibunders of thi.s government. Tho sagacioiis JeO^r- 
son, in referrino- to the shiven of tliis country, f^aid : ''Notliinn: is more 
certainly written in the book of fate, tlian that tlie.^e ])eop!<^ are to bo 
free."^' It is the present sentiment of the civilized world. Demagogues, 
wrong-headed statesmen and deluded expositt.MS of Scri])luro may retard 
the great work of emancipation, but the glorious issue is as certain as 
the existence of the sun in the firmament. 

The annual review of the anti-slavery c;u,iso, wliich wo now jjropose to 
take, althouf»-h it furnishes nuich to mortifv tlie true-hearted descendants 
of the men who began the settlement of this country, and tlic p.atriota 
who founded, the government under which we live, ex])oses to our view 
nothing that sliould, on reflection, dishearten the friends of liberty. 
Alternations of hope and fe;n-, of success and deleat, arc connected witli 
every moral enterprise, and are like the transit of a ship over the ocean, 
W'hich, notwithstanding its devious path, arrives ultimately at it'^ destina- 
tion. Confiding, tlien, in tlic overruling providence of (<od, the down- 
trodden slave may exclaim, " l^^joice not against me, (.) mine enetny ; 
when I fall. I shall arise ; when 1 sit in darkness, the J.ord shall bo a light 
unto me." And the friends of the slave may, in view of what lias been 
done in this riu'hteous cause, and the i-^rosijcct betbre them, thank God and 
take conrao-e. 

The compromise measures, mentioned in our last Annual Ji.e})ort, as 
beino- introduced into the Senate of the United States by Mr. Clav, were, 
after a ]->rotracted del.)ate and vigorous ojtposition, sul)stantially adojilcd 
by both houses of Congress. The originator of this pn.ijcct, and his ad- 
herents, boasted that its consummation would result in the pacilication of 
the country, as to th's great to])ic; that the ITol^purs of the South would 
no longer thrcatoii disunion, nor the Aboiitionisu* ot the North contitiuo 
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the agitation of the slavery question. Tlicy must be satisfied by the 
events which liave since transpired, that their prophecies are not hkcly 
to be fulfilled. 

The acts embraced provisions for tlic admission of California as a free 
State ; for pacifying Texas by a gift o'i ten million dollars from the national 
tn^asury, and at least ninety thousand square miles of tcn-itory taken from 
New-Mexico ; forming Kew -Mexico and Utah into Territories, to be ad- 
mitted hereafter as St;itcs, with or without slavery, as their inhabitants 
shall decide ; for the abolition of the slave-trade into the .District of 
Columbia ; and for the recovery of fugitive slaves. 

The enactment of these bills was another triumph of the Slave Power. 
The peojjle of California, by tlicir own act, had decided that slavery 
should not be admitted. Tlic " compromise," then, for tlie settlement of 
the difficulty between the slavery and libei'ty divisions of the United 
States, consisted, on the one ]iart, in depriving New^ -Mexico of a largo 
share of her territory and annexing it to Texas, to be hereafter formed 
into a slave State ; in holding out a tem]>tation to the slavery division 
to establish slavery in the States to be hereafter formed out of the Terri- 
tories of New-Mexico and Utah'; in giving an immense sum of money, 
an act that may serve as a precedent, to stop the unfounded claims and 
treasonable threats of a slaveholding State ; in making the territory of 
all the free States a hunting-ground for fugitive slaves, and requiring the 
free people of these States to afford their aid in their reclamation ; and on 
the other hand, abolishing the slave-trade in the District of Columbia.'^' A 
compromise truly ! 

The most insulting and pcrnicioui of these acts was the Fugitive Slave 
Bill. It passed the Senate by a vote of 2 7 yeas and 12 nays, there being 
jonly eight more than a quorum present. Only tw^o Senators from the 
free States were found to vote for it,f while no less thail twenty-one mem- 
bers from various States were absent, or silent, when the vote Nvas taken 
on the engrossment of the bill. In the House of Representatives the bill 
was forced through without discussion, or any opportunity for amend- 
ment. A representative from a free StateJ was selected to move the pre- 
vious question. On the question, "Shall this Bill pass?" the vote 
was 109 yeas and 75 nays. Among the yeas were thirty members from 
the free States I Not less than forty-eight members were absent or de- 
clined voting. Several Northern members who did not dare to vote for 
the bill, and had not sufficient moral principle or courage to vote against 

* This bill docs not touch the relation of slavery as it exists in iha District ; it 
does not prevent the sale of slaves to be transported out of the District; it sunply 
prohibits the importation of slaves as merchaiulise into tlie District, and authorizes 
the corporations of Washington and Georgetown to break up depots' of slaves so 
imported. 

f Messrs. A. C. Dodge and George AV. Jones, of Iowa. 
1^ James Thompson, of Peiinsylvania. 
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it, "doclgod" tliG question. Eleven members, Fhee-Soilkrs, ■\vlio bad 
opposed all mciisures for the extension or support of slavery, during 
the whole session, were, of course, among the nays. The Representa- 
tives from the free States numbered 141, while the nun-^ber from tho 
slave Slates was only 91. Tho furmcr, therefore, had thev all voted, 
could liave killed the bill. A tremendous responsibility r'..'sts uj^on them ! 

The President of the United States, it appears, luisilated about ap- 
})roving tlic bill, aud did not sign it until after he liad rcj^uired the writr 
t<,'n opinion of the Attorney- General, who is a slaveholder, that it was 
constitutional. I'efure liis elevation to tliis high office, ].)y tho death 
of General Taylor, Mr. Fillmore had, in liis native State, publicly de- 
claimed ao'ainst the encroacliments of the Slave ]\»wer, and maintained 
that tliey must be resisted.''^ And yet, on the first o}>portunity that pre- 
sented itself, he succumbed to this power ! 

Furty-fuur members of Congress, of dilferent political jiarties, and from 
various States, Nortli and South, formed a " Union Ijcague," in which 
tliey pledged themselves not to vote fur any man, even for a member of 
a State Legislature, who is not an advocate and upholder of the compro- 
mise measures. The list is headed by Henry Clay, the originator oi the 
compromise. New-England furnished but one signer to the pledge, of 
any party ;f wlio also voted for the Fugitive Slave Bill, but lias lost his 
re-election. Only eight of the New-Yoi k members signed it — less than 
one fourth of her delegation. Only two of tlicse have l)ern rc-elocted. 
I'ennsylvania furnished but one signer,^ and there were only elvven sign- 
ers in all the free States. 

That portion of the merchants in New-York who trade hugely with 
the South, not to bo wanting in pati-iotism, took measiu'es to have a 
"Union Meeting," composed of traders and politicians of vario\is parties* 
At this meeting, it so happened that all the speakers were p-olitical law- 

* In addition to other evidence nt hand, wg Vuhjoiii n letter written hy President 
Filhiiore, loan oflicer of un Anli-tShivery Soeietv : — 

Bun-AU). Oct. n, 1S38. 

Sir: — Your communication of tlic lotli in.^fant, as cliairnian of a (Miniinittee ap- 
pointed by tile 'Anti-Slavery Society of the CouiUy of Kiie,' has jur-t conic to band. 
Yon solicit my answer to the following interrogatorie.'* : 

1st. Do you lielivjvo that petitions to Conirre.-s.-, f>n the subject of slavery and tho 
slave trade, ought to be receivetl, read, and re!^])ectfnl}y ctm.sidered by tlie rcjjre- 
Bcntatives of the people? 

2d, Are you opposed to tiic an' exation of Texas to this nation, under any circum- 
stances, so long a.s slaves are held therein ? 

3d. Arc you in favi>r of C(Migress exen islng all the constitutional power it pog- 
eos?es to abiflish t,he internal .'^lave trade betweei; the States? 

4th. Are you in favor of iiumediato legislutinn for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia? 

I am much engaged, and have no time to enter into an arirument. or to explain at 
length my reason-; for my opinion. T .'^halbtherefisre, content myself, for the jirc^ent, 
by answermg all your uU,errogatorie8 in the affirmative, and leave, for R)ine future 
occasion, a more extended discussion of the subject. Mii.l.^ud Fii.lmoue. 

f Samuel A. Elliott, of Boston. I Senator Cooper. 
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yers. The Abolitionists of tlie country wcro denounced, tlie coinpromisc 
meusui-cs were applauded, and the ])eople throughout the country were 
called u])on to put an end to slavery agitation. At this meeting a " Union 
Safety Commtttek" was appointed, consisting of one hundred persons, 
who were charged with the duty of cariying out, by corres|)ondence and 
othcrwi.-^e, the objects of tlie meeting. The proceedings were published in 
pamphlet (uviu and distributed throughout the country, with the signa- 
tures attached of those who were said to have sis'ncd the call for the 
meeting."''^ Similar meetings were gotten u.p at other places, and resolu- 
tions of the same import were passed. 

It was sanguiiicly hoped by the merciiants and cleigymen, as well as 
by the politicians in the " cotton" iiiteresl,| that the mea.sures taken in 
Congi'ess, and at metropolitan meetings, juid by consei'vative divines, 
would allay agitation on the engrossing sul)j('ct of slavery, at least on the 
part of all opposed to shivery; tha.t the anti-slavery agitators would bo 
overawed and sihuiced ; that the Slave Power would be permitted to have 
its own wa}^ without molestation ; and that the cry would be lieard 
throuo-hout the land of "Peace — Peace." But Leviathnii is not so 
tamed. 

It was soon found that the South intended to test the sincei-itvof the 
North, which had hi'on re [> resented, by that poi'tion of its membei'S of 
Congress who had voted for the compromise as willing to sustain it to 
" tlic i'ullest extent — to thel'iillest extent." Well knowing that the people 
of the I'lee States Avore smartino- imder the indianitv of having their 
lionorcd citizens rudely repulsed, while seeking amicably to vindicate the 
rights of colored seamen in Southei-n })orts ; that thus one of the j^rovi- 
sions of the Constitution was set at deiiance by the States now clamorous 
for the reclamation of fugitive slaves; and that the people of tlie North 
felt keenly the novel and iniquitous features of the Fugitive Slave Bill 
{.hey seemed detei'mined to carry its infamous }>i"ovisions into effect, in 
order that the South miglit still farther huifible the JN'ortli, and exhibit to 
the v.oi'ld the ti'iumphs and de spotism of the slavbcraey. If, thought 
the}^ the soil of the IVee States can be trampled upon by the pursuers 
of fugitive slaves ; if Northern eyes and hearts can be familiarized 

* To {his call wore alticiietl so^'rnil llsou.'sancl sio:nfitures. The same name was 
ropcatiHl in niun^Toiis; instance-: in a 'dition to (lu; t^ignature oi" tlie tirni, lliu names 
of tiio sov(Mal ))artnci-s were ij^enerally snbscribeii ; in some instances five (»r six 
clerks in a. single establi-lnu(.'nt were added ; and the number of si^Miatures was 
swelled le ,u,ive an iiiij.u»>in<^^ air ({) l!ie dr/oumcnt, and persuade the people in 
tlu! conntry tha'c llu- lc;id!nL;" nierchr.nts of Ne'W-York were in favor of the "])eace" 
nieasiu'cs of the last session of Cin!ii;rtiss. 

•j- iSiune of these clergymen wore inveigled into becoming sincere supporters of 
this interest, it is ho])ed and believed, under a belief (hat the peace of the country 
w.-is actually in danger. Unfortunately for them, the same prefix attaches to tlicir 
names a-^ has been fastened to lliose of the merchants and j)olitieian3 who misled 
ihcm. Iloncefnrtli. Cottitn Preachers will be as fLUiiiliar a term as Cotton Mer- 
chants or Cotton roliticians. 
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. with the scenes daily vntnessed in the land of shivery ; especially if 
the citizens of those States can be compelled to aid slaveholders, agreea- 
bly to the provisions of this act, in the rccajitiire of their victims, the 
gi'eat question will be forever settled ; we shall bo, witliout dispute, a 
slaveholdiiig nation, and the North, M'ith its extensive population and 
wealth, and its sn|)eriority in political power, will forever be to us 
" hewers of wood and drawers of water." 

The passnge of the Fugitive Slave Hill emboldened slaveholdei*s, their 
heirs and representatives, to cm|>loy agents, enter into corres])ondence, 
and take unwonted measures for the reclamation of fugitives who had 
recently escap(!d, and also of those who at fieriods long past had found 
their way into the free States. This Hill revived not only hojtes of gain, 
but a desire to exercise authority, if not vengeance, uj»on ihose who had 
long been supposed by both parti(.s to be free from inolcstation. 

Among the advertisements put forth respecting runaways was the 
followh.g : — 

CATCH THH T^UNlSTIvR! 

?^2.50/or Any one who will rafch a METIJODIST PREACHER! ! 

8*250 Rewaiu). 

Ran a way from the subscriber, hvitji^ nf>ar .T(;ner>»(jn. Frederick conntv. Marvlnnd, 
a JUigro man, wiu) calls hiinselt' Lluvtl Smutluirs, of ahdut 'J2 y^'ars of a^e. he is 
about live feet uiue or ten iuclies hiii'li. of u \ ('.llo\v cuui))l(.'xi<.tn, and has a <K»\vn, slv 
look, a round face, and short nose. When sjviketi to, he ffenera'ly sniih-s before re- 
plying, arid speaks Fnioothly. Ho had on, when he left, a Ivhie coat, wliite hat with 
a bhick scarf on it, and a ])air of l)lue pants, iuid toiik no clothing wiili iiini except 
what ht; had on, that is known, //c brloiH/n to a Jfcl/iodisf. c/mrrfi, and prrfruds to 
he a preacher. He took tiie western stage on ilio 2uth of November, from the other 
side of Mnidlelon, and was seen afterwards in Hagerf-town ; he lias a brulhei-indaw 
living near llarri-burg, named Ben Hup.=ell. 

1'he above reward will be given if taken out »tf tlie State, and sec\irod so that I 
can geli him, or ^150 if taken within the State. d.^eoa Ruxjki.y, 

Near .Jefferson, Md., acting for Ruth Ridgely. 

In most instances, the arrest of fugitives has not been ])receded by 
such announcements ; but the agents of slaveliolders, after eorres])ondfnicc 
with ])ersons of a like stamj) in the free Slates, havv* stealthily seized 
their victims, and brought iheni before the men who havt.' sold themselves 
to be Commissioners, under the infamous Kuii'itive Bill v/itb a view, in 
the language of this la.w, of institut.ing a "sumniary'' process, and hurry- 
ino- the doomed man into a slave State b.'fore the svmpathv of an indiir- 
nant comnuuiitv can be aroused. 

A case speedily occurrji-d. In eight dnys from the aj'jiroval of the 
Bill by Hresident Fillmore, the agent of Mary bhown arrived in New- 
York, from Haltimore, with a ].ower of attorney and a eoj'y nf the actj 
certified by Ihmiel WebstfM', Secrvt4iry of State,'''' [ind ajijditd to Alex- 

* It may afford some satisfaction to the editor of the Jovrnnl of Commrrce, to 
know that eopie-- of the act, in-^tead of being written or priiitt-d specially for such pur- 
pose, ^vere cut out from that paper and certified hy the Secretary of State, after she 
typographical errors had beeri corrected in the Department of State, for the use of 
slave-hunters, as they might be culled for. 
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ander Gardiner, clerk of the Circuit Court for tlic Southern District of 
New-York, wlio was also a Commissioner, and by tlic Act constituted a 
higli court, having concurrent jurisdiction with the J udges of tlic Circuit 
and District Courts of the United States, in term time and vacation, 
for a warrant to arrest James Hanjlet, a mulatto, and member of the 
Methodist Church, who had resided near the city of New-York two or 
three years. The man was, after false statements had been made to him, 
arrested while pui'suing his ordinary business, as porter in a store, and 
taken before tlie Commissioner, who proceeded, in a small, retired room, 
in hot haste, to take the testimony of the claimant and her son, with a 
view, jis was apparent, of delivering him up, and allowing him to be sent 
into slavery, before a singl<3 acquaintance oj* even his family should be ap- 
prised of his arrest. Hamlet insisted that he was a free man, that he had 
entitled himself to his liberty, and denied that he was a slave. The 
law prohibited his testimony being taken, and tlif^ Commissioner, upon 
the testimony of the two family witnesses, delivered liim uj) to the agent. 
He w^as immediately handcuffed, forced into a can-iage, and taken by 
Benj;unin il. Tallmadge, son of Ileiuy F. Tallmadge, United vStates 
Marshal, and gi'andson of Col. Benjamin Tallmadge, who was an oflicer 
of the army of iWC and subsequently a member of Congi-ess, to 13alti- 
morc, where he was lodged in the notorious slave- prison lately belongirg 
to Hope II. Slatter. The D(^puty Marshal had no sooner lodged the 
distressed man in this ^veil-known duno'con, than he made a tele- 
graphic communication of his exploit to his father the ^larshal. The 
wife and two children «>f poor llamlet liad no knowledge of his doom 
until he had been taken iVom the city, and were deprived of the mournful 
consolation of bidding him farewell ! While the United States officers, the 
slaveholders and their abettors, were rejoicing in their achievement, the 
bereaved family were weeping over the desolation brought about in their 
humble dwellini^. 

The pro-slavery press of the city exulted over the procedure as " a 
vindication of the majesty of the law," although a large portion of the 
citizens felt ashamed of the deed. The sum of ISOO was soon raised for 
the redemption of Hamlet, a considerable part of it by the friends of the 
Bill, and he w^a.s restored to liis family. 

This Society immediately after published the Bill, with a history of its 
enactment, a classifieation of the names of those wlio voted for and no-ainst 
it, an arii'ument on the unconstitutionalitv of the law, a statement of its 
infamous ])rovisions, and an account of the seizure, enslavement and subse- 
quent restoration of Hamlet, '.riiree editions, 23,000 copies in all, were 
published and circulated throughout the country.* 

The second fugitive slave case occurred in Philadelphia. A man 

* A few hundred copies reinain on hand, and can be bad at cost on application 
to Williiiiu llarned, No. 48 Beekman street, New- York city. 
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named Ilenry Garnctt, wlio bad, accordinjx to the statement of tlic claim- 
ant, been at largo eight year-^, was arrested a<, the slave of one Thomas 
r. Jones, of Cecil county, Md. lie wivs brought before Judge Grier, 
one of the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States. He wjis 
attended bv a Commilteo of the old "Pennsylvania Society for iVomot- 
ing the Abolition of Shn ery," of which Benjamin Fiumkliu was the first 
President. Able counsel was eni})ioyed by the Abolitionists to defend 
the prisoner. Witnesses were examined on behalf of tlie claimant. Tha 
Court decided that the party claiming had not taken the course prescril>ed 
by the Fugitive Act; that he had failed to make out even an cx-parte 
Ciise ; and that the prisoner bad a right to a disclnu'ge, lie was received 
outside of the building, by liis colored friends, with shouts uf exultation^ 
and borne away in triumpli. They afterwards held a densely crowded 
meetino' at the 13rick Wesley Church, where a set of resolutions was en- 
thusiastically adopted, that would haNO done honor to the patriarchs of 
tlio American Revolution ; two of which vrere as follows : — 

Resolved, Tl)at wc will hcul up to the scorn of the civilized world that hypocrisy 
which welcomes to our shores tlic refni^'ee? hum Austriiui tyninny, and al the Kjinie 
time would send tlie refui^ees from Ainericun slavery back to a doom compared 
with wluch Austrian tyrann}^ is mercy. 

Rosoloc.'l Tiiat haviu:^ alreaily witnessed, to some extent, the cruel operutions of 
this law ; liavioij felt such jingui-h as no languai^e can de-crihc in seeing tlie wife 
flying from lier home and the embraces of her hu^bnnd, and the husband comjielled 
to fly from his wife and li<dpless children, to gain that security in the hind of a 
Monarchy which they cindd not erijoy in t|p Ri'public; we ask, calmly and solemn- 
ly ask the American pt^opk-, what have we done (o sufTer such treatment at your 
hantla? And mav we not, in the sight of that God with whom there is no respect 
of persons, appeal to your sense of justice and mercy to have this njost cruel law 
repeakul as soon as Congress shall rc-assemblc ; an 1 in the mean time may we not 
ask you to create, by all lawful means, such a public sentiment as shall render its 
operation upon us powerless ^ 

Soon after, another fugitive slave case occurred in Philadelphia, 
Adam (ribson being the person arrested. 'J'lie |:)roceedings took place 
before Edward D. lugraham, United States Commissioner. The claimant, 
W^illiam S. Knight, of Cecil county, Md., appeared by his agent George 
F. Alberti, with witnesses brought with him, wlio swore positively that 
the prisoner was the slave of Knight. William S. l^ierce and David I^aul 
J^rown, Esqs., addressed the Cr aimissioner in behalf of the d<'fenso with 
great ability and eloquence. Ingraham said that he had no doubt of the 
identity of the prisoner, and that he should send him to Maryland. Tho 
poor man was accordingly placed in the custody of twenty-five ofikers, 
headed by a Philadel])hia police marshal, and t^tken to the depot, ac- 
compaiued by a large crowd of citizens. F)-om thence several ofhcers 
conveyed him to Grey's Ferry, where lie was placed in the keeping o 
three otlicei-s to be takeji to Cecil county, Md. On arriving there, his 
alleged master, with honorable frankness, declared that he was not his 
slave. Adam Gibson was therefore permitted to return to his family. 
This case, and especially the conduct of the Commissioner, occasioned 
much sensation throuo^hout the country. 
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In tliG montli of December a raan of color, named Henry Long, was 
arrested in the cit}^ of jSTew-York, by virtue of a warrant issued by a pre- 
tended Commissioner named Charles M. Hall, wlio liad lesided in the 
city but two weeks, iv^ derk to Commissioner Gardiner, the pei-son liaving 
the nneiivied notoriety of being the .first Commissioner exercising juris- 
diction under the new J->ill. Mr. Hall held liis court in a small room, near 
the office of the United States Marshal, and the prisoner was brought 
before liim, dressed in his white jacket and apron, having been arrested 
while in the act of attending as waiter at the Pacific Hotel. Intelligence 
of the event having been swiftly circulated, John Jay, Esq., the ever vigi- 
lant advocate of the oppressed, soon made his appearance, and with 
others who acted as friends or counsel of Henry, prevented a certificate 
being given by the pseudo-Commissioner. 

The next morning the agent of the claimant appeared, attended by his 
counsel, Hemy W. Western, Esq. A vigorous defense was. made for 
about two weeks, the particulars of which we have not space to narrate. 
During tills time, at a hearing before Judge Campbell of the Superior 
Court of the State of New-York, it was proved that Charles M. Hall was 
only a sliam Commissioner, having derived his pretended authority 
Ironi Ills employer, Coirimissioner Gardiner, and not from the Circuit 
Coui-t, as by law provided. It was the obvious duty then of Judge 
Campbell to discharge the prisoner, and had he done so Henry Long 
might, still have been a freeman, ^stead of doing this, the Judge de- 
ferred the adjudication of the case, and meantime allowed the Marshal, 
who wrongfully lield the prisoner, to retain him in his custody ; so that 
when the counsel for the claimant, under the advice of his associate, 
Georg(! A'Vood, Esq., had abandoned the original process and instituted 
new proceedings before the District Court of the United States, the dis- 
charge of the prisoner and his re-arrest were simultaneous. .Judge An- 
drew T. Judson, of Connecticut, acting for Judge Betts of this District, 
held the examination, and, after a long and able contest, s\u-rendeved the 
claimed iugiti\ e, who was taken to Viiginia and tliere sold at public auc- 
tion to a necn-o trader, on condition that he should never be transferred 
to any one residing in a free State.* ^ 

Great excitement was produced in Boston, by an attempt to enforce the 

* It should not l^e forgotion that Mr. George Wood was the presiding officer of 
the " Union Meeting," hold at Ca tle Gaulen^cw-York, Oct. 3(»th, 1850; and that 
the Union Safety Cuniinittec appointed at s;iid meeting gave him a fee of five hun- 
dred dollars tf» appear as counsel for the Virginia shiveliolder, who claimed to be 
the master of llenrv Lonii;. And it will not be out of place to mention in this con- 
nection, that Mr. Henry Sv. Western, the associate of Mr. Wood in_ the prosecution, 
received from this or some similar source a piece of phitc with a suitable inscription 
and a complimentary letter; and that Mr. Tallmadge, the United States Mar^lial, pre- 
sented the Chief of the Police a fowling-piece, in testimony of Lis gratitude for the 
efficient iii<l that had been alforded by two or tlirec hundred of the police of Nevv^- 
York, in guarding the person and in'securing the safe delivery of Long on board 
the cars that conveyed him to the South. 
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Fagitive Law in that city. Two s]ave-liunt<:'rs, Kniglit and Hughes, 
came to arrest William and Ellen Crafts, alleged to have escaped several 
years ago from slavery in Georgia. It will be recollected that these per- 
sons were the actors in a romantic enterprise, that resulted in their o?cape 
to a free State, which has been widely publislied throughout the country. 
They escaped in this wise. Ellen, who was of very light coni])lexioii, 
dressed hereelf in men's clothes, and acted the part of a young plant^er 
threatened with a consumption, going to the North to take medical ad- 
vice. William, being a full-blooded black, enacted, on the route, tlie |)art 
of an old family servant, upon whom liis young master leaned for sup- 
port In this way, taking tlie most public routes, and mixing with the 
most genteel travellers, on board steamboats and at hotels, they safely 
arrived at Boston. They had the benefit of legal advice from several of 
the most distinguished lawyers of the city. Crafts shut himself up in his 
Jiouse, beino- advised that tiie outer door could not be broken for tlic pur- 
pose of serving a Avarrant on civil process. M<.\antime, various technical 
objectiors were raised against the odious and unconstitutional statute, and 
the proceedings had nnder it. After a few weeks' trial all attempts to 
arrest them proved useless. 

In February, an alleged fugitive slave named Shadraclv was arrested 
by a United States Marshal in a colTee-house in Boston, and conveyed to 
the Circuit Court room, ^\heYG a crowd of sj-ectatoi-s speedily gatlKjred. 
A warrant was issued by Commissioner George Ticknor Curtis, upon 
complaint of John Rupper, agent of John De IJree, of Norfolk, Va., a 
purser in the United States navy, Sclh J. Thomas, Esq., appeared for 
claimant ; S. E. Sewall, E. G. Loriiig, Esqs., and otliers for defendant. 
Sundry documents were read. Tliev consisted of depositions taken be- 
fore a United States Jud^-e at Noi-folk, to tlie effect that Shadrach was 
the slave of-DeBree, and that he escaped on 3d May, 1850. 
f At the conclusion of the reading, the Commissioner postponrd the fur- 
ther coiisideration of the case from Saturday till the next Tuesday.' The 
court-room was then gradually cleared of its occupants, thejirisoner remain- 
ing in the custody of tlie Deputy Marshal and his assistants. While his 
counsel were conferrino' with him, the stairway and the avenues of the 
conrt-houso were crowded witli a large collection of persons. About two 
o'clock, after the consultation of tlie attorneys with the ])fisoner liad 
ceased, and ihey had all retired except one of them who was leaving the 
court-room, (which had been locked since tlie adjournment of the hearing, 
with several officei-s stationed at each door,) the door was forcil)ly thrown 
open by a band of colored men, who, with loud cries of " Tear him nwayP' 
filled the room and staircase to the number of a hundred or more. No 
adequate description, said a writer of a newspaper communication, can 
be o-iven of the scene. The attack was so sudden that the officei's had no 
time to gather round the prisoner, but were "kicked, cuffed, and knocked 
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about in every direction," and the |)risoner was seized Ly the mob and 
carried of!" in triiiniph, Tlio sword of the Marshal was taken from its 
phica in tiio court-room, !)y a man of color, flourished over the heads of 
the crowd, and afterwards found lying in a butter. No white person, it is 
believed, was eniraLred in the rescue, althouuh one or more, besides 5iev- 
eral colored men, were afterwards arrested, indicted and held for trial. 

A great outcry was uiade by the officials ; the subject was brought by 
Mr. Clay bi-forc the Senate; the presses at Washington urged the Govern- 
ment to decisive auction at the imminent crisis; and tlie President so far 
yielded to the clamor as to issue a proclamation, calling upon his fellow- 
citizens to rally, and commanding all officers, civil and military, in and 
near l^xjston, to assist in quelling uidawful couibinations and in recaptur- 
ing the "prisoner." This proclamation was giv-: under the hand and 
seal of the Pr(,'sident of the United States, Feb. ]8, Anno Domini 1851; 
it w.'is countersigned by Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, and sent to 
all pai'ts of the countiy. But the prey bad escaped, and found refuge in 
the dominions of tlie Queen of England. Sober-minded men, of differ- 
ent parties, marvelled that an Executive Proclamatioii, usually reserved 
for great emergencies, sliould luivc been pi'omulgated on an occasion of 
this sort. It served, however, to show a portion of tbe South, that a 
Northern President might he depended on to subserve tbe interests of 
chattel slavery. 

A more serious" affiiir, connected witli the Fugitive Slave Law, lias re- 
cently transpired in the ca]>ital of jSIasRacliusetts. Thomas Sims, a man 
of color, was arrested as a fugitive, lie made a stout I'esistance, and 
sligl.\tly wounded a city police oflicer, who was forward in ari-esting 
him. ITe was at last ovei'|)owered b}' the aid of a large posse of watcli- 
men and taken to the coui't-house, where he passed the niglit, guarded 
by the IMai'shal, Gen. Peveus, and several of his deputies. The prisoner 
was claimed by James Potter, of Chatliam, Ga. Tbe next day ho 
was taken to the United States court-room, before Commissioner Curtis; 
Seth J. Thomas, Esq., appeaibig as counsel for claimant, and Hon. Rob- 
ert Uantoul, Jr., Charles G. Loring and Samuel E. Sewall, Esqs., for the 
defendant. Witnesses were examined on the part of the claimant. At 
the re{{uest of the counsel for the defense, the case was adjourned till the 
next day. 

Outside of the court-house there was much excitement; and aroimd 
the buildino" chains liad bueri huno- inside of which a laro'e number of 
police officers were stationed. As tlic Coui't of Common Pleas and the 
Supreme Court of the State were holding their terms, the Judges were 
compelled, in passing to and fro, to bow down under the cliain : — 
a fit emblem of the liumiliation of the free States at tire present time. 
For several days the city was under great excitement, the prisoner remain- 
ing confined in the upper room of the court-house, the counsel making 
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Rtroniiou> efforts in liis behalf, and Mayor ]>ig'elow taking un\isual mea- 
sures to aitl the clainiant and hit; abetioi's, under prctxTtse of |>r^.■ser^'ing 
the peace of the city. 

An aflidavit of the prisoner wa.s read, whicli i^tated thai, ho had been 
free a> ionga^ ho couM remonilfor. Application was made to (lie Snprenic 
Conrt of the. State for a writ of IJithm^ Corpus, wlsieh was ]M.'renipt<.)fi}y 
disallowed, on the ground that if a n.'turn should be made that ho, was 
licld bv the I^Iarslial, by virtue of a warrant from tiic Conimissioiier, it 
must be considered Jis a sufiieient return. A writ was afterwards alKnved 
by Mr. Justice Woodbury, of tlie Supreme Court of tlie United States, 
wlio, on inquiring into the. fact.s, dismissed tlic case, after making some 
"patriotic" remarks, which elicited the aj*plause uf the spectators. Messrs, 
Rantoul and Loring, ^vitll great ])OWcr and eloquence, argued tlie uncon- 
stitutionaiitv of the nefarious JJiil. 

Public meetings were held in Tremont Temple, during tlie day and 
evenino' of Tuesday, which were attended l)y hlLchlv n'siicetalde citi^'.ens, 
including many ladies. Addresses of great power and eloquence wer*- 
made, and spirited i"esolutions were enthusiastically adopted. On Satur- 
day, a mru^s meetinix was held on ]:>oston Common — Faneuil Ilnli and (he 
State-House yard having been denied — at wliich several earnest sjjceches 
wore made. On Sunday, tlic following requ(''St w\'is sent to the clergymen 
of Boston and the vicinity, and in several insta^ices was feelingly conq.tlied 
with : — 

Tile uriijer.^igncd, a frcemrui. aud in peril, (]o.>in> tlio j-fniyors of this congregalioi), 
that God may deliver liiin from the (>j>prf'..-S(:ir, and restore him to fr<;o(5<)nj. 

his 

TUO.MAS X Sl.MS. 

nuu-k. 

The Commissioner linally decided to give a cerliiicate. The next morn- 
ing, the Marshal, with his dej.aities, and a iai-ge escort of police offioers, 
conveyed the prisoner tu a vessel maup.ed I'y Northiu-n seamen, lying at 
the end of' Long Wharf, waiting to depart for Savaimah. The Marshal, 
his dcqiuties, etc., accom|>anied the vessel down the liarbor, and several 
oflicers |)roceeded v/ith the prisoner to Cc^orgia."* 

Some of the Boston merchants and u)anufaetm-ers luave been alarmed 
at a rumor that a juji-tiou of their trade with the South would be diverted 
to other cities in consequence of the anti-slavery agitation, and they have 

* It was stated iri the papers that the poor J^lavo c-xproHPod entire willingyicss to 
return t.o the South, auvl [hal lie even amused the comparsy by singitig, 

•'Oh, carry nie Imok to Ole V'irtjinny." 

The same wms said of the fugilivc Henry Loiv^, but we preKumo, as in t)iis case, 
untruly. It is not an imcommon occurrence for s'av<'ii()lder.- nnd their under- 
strappers to compel sluvc-s to sing for their amusement, or to iriake a mock exhibi- 
tion of hilarity, "For those tliat carried us away captive, required of us a feong; 
and tlic}' that wasted us, required of us mirth." 
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not got over their apprehensions that a rnodification of the tariff, promo- 
tive uf their interests, will not be made, as tiiey had been led to expect 
from the adroit inlim;itions nKide by Mr. Webster in liis communications 
to tliem, ])reviously to l)is acceptance of tlie office of Secretary of State. 
It is their policy, tlierefore, to keep up an ap[)earance of ])ati'iotic zeal for 
the "compromises of the Constitution" and the "rights" of the Southern 
States, and to be regardful of the policy of the pi-esent administration. 
Similar threats of the withdrawal of trade have l)ecn made with regard to 
New-York, to check anti-slaverv tendencies among the jnerchants of that 
city, i >ut those who utter these threats, as well as those ahn'mcd by them, 
forget that tra,de has li.ved laws, and thnl. natural advantr.gcs in the hands 
of enterprise and integrity always insure profitable and desirable trade. 
Even were it otherwise, it would seem as if l,he "merchant princes'' of 
our grc;it cities might sacritice a portion of their gains, rather than put 
their [)riticiples into the market. The example of John Hancock should 
not be foi-gotten. 

Other cases of arrest have occurred in different States, all sei'ving to 
render the Fugitive 13111 abhorrent to good men, its authors and abettors 
the subjects of the contem|)t and indignation of the community, and 
slavery, its legitimate i)arent, the deserved object of execration. 

These cruel ].)roceedings under the ]>ill produced, as might have been 
antici[)at('d, consternation on the ])art of the ])eo]:'le of color, and indigna- 
tion on that of the friends of liumanity. Colonxl citizens were alarmed 
becau-o their lil)ei"ty was jeoparded, and the fugiti\-es scattered up and 
down the iVee States were terrified beyond measure. Some lia.d married 
and were happily settled; some were, by hard labor, su])porting aged 
relatives; others were attcndijig sick wives or children. Tlie j^ractical 
application of the law upon one deenu'd to be a free man, justly alarmed 
those who had been born in free States, and who were liable to be sworn 
into sla\ery at any time; and the jioor man, onci; a slave, who had 
thought him,-5elf .secure, after Jiving so long in a free State, felt himself 
obliged, as wintm- w'as setting in, to abandon liis homi^ leave his family 
in indigeuce and distress, and tiee tor refuge to a colder clime, but beneath, 
the avj;is of a. so-called monarchical government. 

We mio'ht relate instances of individual suffering among the young, tlie 
sick, and the aged, tliat should melt even hearts of stone.'^^ Tlieir sorrows 
arc chronieh?d in heaven, and will be revealed at the judgment-day. 

* A correspnmlent of tlic TrihfDir wvlto.^ from Trenton, K J., as folknvs: — "A 
moliincliofy ctlect of the infernal Fnyitive SInve Law has just occurred here. Two 
or three evenuij^s since, it; became niinnred amonij tlie hhicks that phive-catciiers 
v.'ere in town. The fear is vi-ry prevalent aiunnj^^ lliat; chiss, and, iiuK'eU, is well 
grounded, th.at any one of llicm may lu" taken away, In' {)urehased aflidavit-j ; con- 
sequentlv Ihey are all in n)ucliahirm. One man, on hearing the above rumor, named 
Williatn'Oordon, a very decent colored man. became so nmcli excitetl by fright, that 
it threw him in a state of paralysis, of wliich lie died this morning. AVJsen will tlie- 
Nortlv be roused? When, oh! when will there be 'a JNorth?'" 
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"For tlui needy sliali not alwavB bo torgoiton; tlic expectation of the 
poor shall not perish rorevev." 

Instances have occurred of the di-ixTsioii of ahiiost entire churches. 
From iho Evvmnff Po-it wc (.-xtrael tlie following-: — 

The Colored church at T^ilf;drt sulTcrcd a ];iri,n? {liniinuf i.in of \\» 

iiiuiibiT.< in roiisoqiKoisec of tlio Fu^ilivc Slave Ljuv. Oiu.' hundred and t hirly of 
the ciininiunieants, ;i.>^ we ur«' jiifnrnied hy the pa-tor. left, the ^>iace from feur of 
lu-rest on tia- charge ofheit.g fui^iliA'e slaves, jind hav»^ pu-^ed over <o r:uui<hi. 

'I'lie Methodist church in llie ^^juue phice \vx^ al'^o h)-t a (N'lK'^iderahli.' rnunher of 
itri n)eniber.s froiu the sume cause. There i- said to be anamji; the.-e naae <h-p<i,vj- 
tion to nuike a stiual, an i to fvade or re>i.-( llie law, than among their IJaptisi 
br',.!lhren. Somebo<iy liad Jidvised tht-m to arm th(.-niselv(^>< and defend llieir libt-rty. 
Tiie Bai)ti.-t pa.-tor, h-iwever, told hi'^ proplt; that he f^und in the i;'o?p<..i examplcb 
which justiHed runtiin*^' away, but no exaniides uduoh. warranted fighting'. 

'i'he bohircd iUipd.s' church at Hoc]i'i!ster, winch foriiu rly numbered one lanidred 
atal fourteen coimuunicaiits, has lost t])em all except two, since the ]->aysag'e of the 
Fui^itive Shive Law. 'I'he pastor, a uasi'. e Keninckjan, was (lie first to ilee,. and the 
wliole ilock IbUovved him. The Colored J5apt;st churcli at JJetroit has jo.-t eighty- 
four of lis-niendjeris fr<im tlie same eaiise. They abandots their homes and tiieir 
occupation.s, lell such property as they cannot conveniently carry witli thern, and 
seek refuge in Canada. 

Meantime, the .aumber of per>ons escaping fr<^m tlicir masters dr.es nn| seem to 
be essvntialiv lessened l)y the )irovisi'>MS of the Fug'tivi- Shrvt* Law. Sinee it was 
])a.ssed, we a"re informed from lia.' satne ,som-ce, wiucii furni>l;es \is with tlie paiticu- 
iars ab-eadv given, eigiity-seven fugilive slaves frojn the have j.>a>sed tlirough 

I^ufTalo, on tlieir wrtv to Canada. 

A laro-o proportion of the coh.a-ed ])ersons, wlio have tied fVonn tlie free 
States, have sono'ht refu_f>'e in Canada, where they hnv*:- been received with 
remarkable kindncp-'^, and iiave te-titi.'d thoir o-ratidnl set)se of this reeep- 
tion by their exemplary conduct. It is stated in the Chnsdan Cidzrn, 
that the sheritV of one of the Districts has i^iNcn Mr. IL.'nson, a worthy 
colored airent of the fiig,-itives, a certiticate that, during fifteen years, with 
a black ]io])nlation of fi'om three U> five thonsand, not a pinkie neo;n) has 
come tinder leo-al ciistodv or atnmadversioii for any crime or niisdeineanor 
whatever. FVa-sons of higdi res])ectability, residini;" in other Districts, 
have borne testimony to tin? exempdaiy conduct of the iu^-itives, iiighly 
honorable to them, and enceiurajgino; to all the friemis of emaiu'ijtation. 

The merchants in New- York wlio were active in o-etting: np the Utnon 
mcetino-, besides susb'iining; jiewspapors that advocate Sontia^rn viewp. 
sent papers and handbills all over thr- r^onth, dononncing: their neigrhboni 
wlio declined sio-ninc" the call for the •''Castle Garden Me'Cting'," or vvlio 
liad expressed sentiinent-s hostile to tlie poculiar institntion,'' in order 
to deter Southern merchants from piircha>ingf goods of them, and to in- 
crease their own business ; — all, of Ci.airse, tiinh'r tla^ ph-a of patriotism, and 
of su|)remc reverenco for the sentiments contained in the Farewell Address 
of Washing;ton.* Some of these merchants l:vsu<^'] cards, annonneing to 
their Southern customc'rs that tlu-y were not Ojiposed tu their institutions, 

* This Address in full was a-nnexcd to the pnb]i>hed proceedings of the Cn«:tle 
Qarfjyn rnoetip-g. aud Kent abroad wiUi a report of the inflam.matory .speeches of the 
attorneys on that occasion. 
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and did not fellowship NortliGrn merclianfe and ot}»ei*s who wore. TIk'sc 
nefarious measures, calculated to alarm per-^oTis engaged in trade, to induce 
them to suppress their real convictions and avow o|iinions not honestly 
lieltl, were hut too successful with the mass, both merchants and lawvers„ 
Here and there a man was found who would not submit to such dicta- 
tion, and sorned to earn his bi'cad by sycoj)hancy. Among them was 
a firm dealing largely in silk goods, a portion of whose customers resided 
in th.(^ slave States. Having been denounced by pliable and patriotic 
rivals, who had been pre-eniinenily active in originating the Union meet- 
ing, they itsued the following card — 

Tlu; nubile, includiu:.^ the New- York .roiirnal of Oommmv.n, nro Inrormc:! th?\t 
wi; ari.; silk tniirchants, an 1 koep an cxteiHi\''c aiiil weU-as.sorted stock of g'oocis, 
wliicli wc oiler to responsible buyers on reasonable terms. As individnaU, we 
cnti.rfain our own views on tlie various religious, moral and political questions of 
llic day, which we are neither nh-Aid nor ash.anied to declare on all proper occasions. 
But we wish it distinctly understood that our goods, and not our principles, are in 
the ra irket. The sittejupt to punish us a'^ vtcrchants for the exercise of our liberty 
as citkoiH, we leave to the judgment of the coinniunity. 

Bowii.v & McNamee. 

New-York, Oct. 20, 1850. 

Not to be outdone in pati'iotic zeal, several prominent clergymen in tlie 
city of New-York and elsewhere, instigated by influential politicians, 
delivered discouj'ses \'irtually in favor of sustaining the Compromise, and 
in opposition to anti-slavery agitation, as a means of preserving the 
Union, which they aflected to believe was in imminent peril.f The Union 
Sail'ty Cormnittee com|.)limented the authors, requested for publication 
sucli of these discourses as were most in accordance with tlieir views, and 
distribuied large editions of them throngliout the country, numbers 
being sent to Washington to bo franked by members of Congress.| 

Hon. ]Toraco Mann, in his speech at Boston, April 10th, 1851, at the Gnuul 
Mass Gonvcnlion against the Fugitive yiave Bill, said: — "I rejoice that this refer- 
ence to the douioraliztng power of interest gives mo an opportun.ity to bestr/W 
well-deserved honor and j:>raise upon a chvss of men v.dui ]iave withstood its 
temptations. Not every man engaged in manufactures or in commerce has 
yielded to the scductiiiiis of this tem{)t('r. 'i'here are many noble exceptions. 
I have in my mind one of my own coiisiitucnts, largely interested in the fabric, 
who t(»ld ine last summer that lialf liis spindles were lying idh.', and property 
that should have yitddetl income was incurring cost; ' but,' said he, ' do .you see 
them all stop, and the mills liecay a.nd go down stream, before^ you vote for that 
compromise' Another of my constituents toUl me he was largely interested in 
three ships, (ho!i at sea, but avowed he would see them all sink to its bottom before 
he would disgrace the count ry by pas-lug ilic Fugitive Slave Bill. These are but 
specimens of that noble spirit which was expressed with such Sp.artan terseness 
by Bowen McNatuee of New- York, when the foul panderers to Southern slavery 
threatened them with a loss of custom. Said (hi-y, ' We sell silks, not princi}.)les."' 

\ Had these clergymen leolved to tlic stock iuarkot instead of the demagogues 
they would have learned 'hat neither in this country nor in Europe has there been 
the slightest apprehension of a dissolution of the Union in consequence of the slavery 
agitation. During the highest excitement in Congrc-s, no material change took 
place in American stocks. A few timid hoklers sold out at about half of one per 
cent. l(!ss than the previous sales, but the stocks were >oon higher tlian usual, 

\ A gentleman in Washington, wlio had written an article on the Divine Law, 
wrote to a correspondent in New- York, under date of April II, 1851, as follows: 
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Some of these discourses were circulated, with warm encomiums, in news- 
papers that, until pro-slavery sermons began to appear, had censured minis- 
ters of the gospel for applying its principles to the political relations of 
men, for preaching political sermons. The sentiments of the«c divines 
sometimes exhibited a singular and amusing contrast to anti-slavery sen- 
timents to which they had given utterance on previous occasions. Tlieir 
new-born zeal for slavery received the marked commendation of active 
politicians and eminent statesmen, some of whom honored the preachers 
for the first time with attendance on their ministrations, and by commen- 
datory notes of approbation.* 

A few extracts will be made, as samples of some of the discoui-ses above 
mentioned. 

Rev. Robert DAyrosoN, D.D., of New-Brunswick, N. J., says : — 

It is certain that, without certain constitutional guarantees, the SouUi wouki never 
have entered into the Union. By letting their peculiar institutions alone, therefore, 
we lose nothing; we are just where we would hiwo been without a Union. Theae are 
purely local laws, local institutions. . . , Slavery is an evil, but disunion would 
entail a thoui?and evils. One is a partial and a lociil evil ; the other would be n, 
univer8al and a national disaster. . . . The Union brings us a thousand bleasings; 
let us not for a single doubtful benefit hazard them all 

Rev. TciiABOD S. Spencer, D.D., of Brooklyn, N. Y., of the Old School 
Presbyterian Church, indulges his humor as follows : — 

It is a most marvellous thing, what a number of clergymen, north of Mason and 
Dixon's line, have all of a sudden become such great constitniional lawyers / Is^ever 
before was any thing like it ! It is a modern miracle ! A decision upon a great con- 
stitutional question is nothing to them! How amazingly these profound legalist*, 
these clergymen jurists, would adorn the high courts of the country, if they would 
only consent to take their seat upon the bench ! The Judges of the Unit<jd Statej^ 
Supreme Court ought to be thankful that these clergymen judges have done their 
duty for them in advance, deciding the law to be unconstitutional, and no more is 
to be done 1 Benevolent men, these clergymen ! Some have done the duty of tlie 
jurors for them, and otheirs tlie duty of the judges; the verdict and the decision arc 
both recorded 1 yea, indeed, in advance and without pay ! 

Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D.D., of Troy, N. Y., of the New School 
Presbyterian Church, says : — 

Take it (the Compromise) all in all, I go for it. Let it not be disturbed, even 
by any mo<iification, for the present To be sure, it conUiins sonie bitter pills, and 
they are not sugar-coated either ! It is a little humiliating that the U nited States — 
that is, WE — have given Texas ten jnillions of doliars for a part of the lands which 
belonged to ourselves and not to her, and left in her hands twenty-five titmisand 
square miles of our own territory as a bribe or bonus, in order to tfiake tlie ten 
millions go down with a better relish. But let Texas have it all, money and lands, 
for she is poor; and this settles the encroachments of slavery in our Republic for 
ever. Call it a dower to our feeble young sister, if you please." 



You may think some of my reflections upon pro-slavery clergymen too harsh. 
You would not, had you seen the cart-loads of their argument^i in favor of the Fugi- 
tive Act and slavery generally, kept for distribution in this city, and now kept, 
which I have seen." 

* These notes were furnii?hed the pro-slavery editors for publication, and the 
receiver of one of tliem, addressed to him by the Secretary of State, could not 
repress his joy at its reception, but laid it before his people at his weekly lecture. 
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Rev. John M. Krebs, i).D., of New -York city, says : — 

Slavery w.ab a domestic institution of thfj Israelites, actually recognized Mid 
allowed by the God of Israel. Did He, by the same law, both permit slavery and 
enjoin the emancipation of the fugitive? X'he idea is absurd, and the assertion 
makes Jehovah contradict himself. . . . Can We afford to have the refugee slave 
population of the South poured in upon us ? Are they more moral, more religious, 
more happy here than they are alleged to be where they now are ? And is the 
North prepared to welcome them en massej In the single aspect of the measure, 
as a. sanitary cordon, as a measure of police, the law and the compact of the Con- 
gtitution may find its justification. 

Rev. L. E. Lathrop, D*D,, Auburn, N. Y., holds the follov^ing lan- 
guage: — 

What is the duty of the citizen and the Christian ? We answer, that both pa- 
triotism and Christianity require that the law should be obeyed. ... If, by any act 
of legislation by this confederated governnient, we are required to restore to them 
that property to which they have a legal right, however much we may doubt the 
morality of that claim or the law iipdn which it is founded, the duty of good citizen- 
flhip and the claims of true patriotism would demand obedience to the law. The 
responsibility in regard to the morality or the wisdom of the law rests not with us. 
That lieii soniewhere else. But with us is this responsibility of obeying the laws of 
tfi^' land, which have beeii established by the powers that be, arid that are ordained 

orood. ■ ■ - ' ■ ^- ■ ■ ■■■ 

Rev. John 0. Lord, D,D., of. Buffalo, N. Y., speaks as follows :— 

Never, since tlie eventful day on which our independence of the mother country 
was declared, h^ it been more obvious than during the struggles of the. past , year, 
that sound discretion and hea^Oi ;!y charity, those guardian angels of our liberties, 
though with fluttering wings, were Iiovenrig ovier our honored capital. Those ther6 
were who would have sundered the bonds that bound us together, even at the sac- 
rificie of that charter of our hopes which they had sworn to maintain; and those 
there were, the true representatives of the nation, who riemernbered the struggles 
ahll the compromise of their fathers, and were true to their oaths, true to the Con- 
stitution, ana true to Uie country. And, thank God, their courisels were predomi- 
aant. 

We make no war upon the domestic institutions of the South. Their institutions 
are riot our concern. We do not disturb them ; we never have dbturbed them ; we 
do not meaii to disturb them. To the free colored man we open our doors and our 
clirirches ; but we do not want fugitive slaves. They rriay be good men— there is 
prima facie evidence that chey are bad. They are a trpuble to us ; they corrupt 
our population, overload our prisons, arid one of the benefits of this law is, that they 
are so rapidly disappearing from the midst of us. ... I have no hesitation in saying 
tliat it woultt bo the greater sin at once to break up the system of slavery, and leave 
the slave to wander a vagabond in the earth, and thus become his tempter to crime. 
It would be unkind to the slave. Another is, that the harmony, the union, the mi- 
broken integrity of these States is more to the slave, more to the master, more to 
thd world than all the fugitive slaves the land contains. They ought" 'not tQ cost so 
dear. ... Do what wo will for the slave ; dispute for him till you sow discord among 
brotlircn ; fight for him till the land is bovered with gore and dismembered, and you 
nijver can put the negro race on a par with the descendants of Slierri and Japhet. 

Let us not talk af ii liighei* law, which absolves men from obedience to a Con- 
Atitiition which they have sworn to maintain. . / .The forms of freedorii are of little 
oonsequence to liiin who is made by color and caste a " hewer of wood and a 
drawer of water . . butl am fully persuaded that colonization can alone secure those 
advantages, and give to the African that wliich alone makes personal freedom and 

fi^p institutions valuable A more unprofitable and inconsequential abstraction 

(agitations on fh^ subject of slavery) was never before made to disturb the peace 
hazard the existence of a great empbre. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring^ D.D., New- York : — 

If by one prayer I could liberate every slave m the world, I would not dare to 
offer it. 
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Rev. Moses Stuart, kte Professor in the Theologi^cal Institution at 
Andover, in his vindication of the Bill, reminds his readers, that many 
Southern slaveholders are true Christians ; that sending back a fugitive to 
them is not like restoring one to an idolatrous people ; that though we ' 
may pity the fugitive, yet the Mosaic law does not authorize the rejec- 
tion of the claims of the slaveholders to their stolen or strayed property. 

Rev, Orville Dewijy, D.D., of the Unitarian connection, asserts, thatit 
is a duty to return fugitives, and he would send his own brother or diild 
into slavery rather than that the 13 nion between the free and slave State* 
should be dissolved. " Your right," he says, " to be free is not absolute, 
imqualified, irrespective of all consequences. Personal right;S ought to be' 
sacrificed to the general good." 

The Rev. W. M, Rogers, an Orthodox minister of Boston, delivered on 
the last Thanksgiving day, a sermon in which he says : "When the 
slave asks me to stand between him and his master, what does he ask! 
He asks me tc murder a nation's life ; and I will not do it because I havft' 
a conscience — because there is a God." He proceeds to affirm Uiat if 
this resistance to the carrying out of the Fugitive Slave Law should lead 
the magistracy to call the citizens to arms, their duty would bo to obey; 
and, " if ordered to take human life, in the name of God to take it." And 
he concludes by admonishing the fugitives to " hearken to the Word of 
God, and to count their own masters worthy of all honor." 

Rev. William Crowell, of Waterville, State of Maine, has printed 
a Thanksgiving sermon of the same kind, in Avliich ho calls upon hi» 
hearers not to allow "excessive sympathies for a few hundred fugitives to 
blind them so as tliat they may risk increased suifering to the millions 
already in chains." 

The Rev. Di% Taylor, the Principal of the Theological Department of 
Yale College, at New-Haven, Connecticut, made a speech, at a late Union 
meeting, in which he deprecates the agitation upon the new law, iind 
urges obedience to it, asking, " Is that article in the Constitution contrary 
to the law of nature, of nations, or to the will of God ? Is it so f \& 
there a shadow of reason for saying it? I have not been able to discover 
it Have I not shown you it is lawful to deliver up, in comphance with 
their laws, fugitive slaves, for the high, the great, the momentous interest 
of those [Southern] States ? " 

Rev. Dr. Parker, Philadelphia : "There are no evils in slavery bat 
such as are inseparable from any other relation in civil and social life." 

Rev. Bishop Hopkins, Vermont : " Slavery is warranted by the Old 
Testament What effect has the gospel in doing away with slavery? 
Nom wkatevery 

It is refreshing to turn from these unworthy sentiments, to extract* 
from discourses and essays pubhshed about the same time by another 
class of preachers* Nothing has cfxjurred during the anti-siavery agiti^ 
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tion in this country, more cheering to those engaged in it, than the inde- 
pendent and manly utterance of such noble sentiments. 

Rev. E. S. Storks, Jr., of Brooklyn, N. Y., Pastor of the (Con- 
gregational) Church of the Pilgrims : — 

The man, thus dwelling by my side, is claimed by the person whom he forra(srly 
served. He is pursued by the officer. He is in peril of being taken. He comes 
to me for help and shelter, and for counsel in flight. Tlie law of Congress says to 
me, "You shall not give it." The law of Congress says to me, "You shall grasp 
that neighbor, at the call of the officer, and deliver him to his pursuers." The 
question for me is, " Is that law a right one V Not, " Was it passed with the 
proper formalities ; or, Has it been certified by the proper officers ?" Not even a» 
a primary question, "Is it agreeable to the laws that preceded and that gird it-, 
or. Is it likely to be enforced by the arm of the State ?" The question is other and 
higher than these. It concerns me as immortal, and a subject of God. " Is this Iatt 

Tigiit I is It ^SqUltaiflC t&nu Jucsn l/uco lu o^icv; witu lilt? \Jii^ »ic*v> ^••>'>' 

me, when he tells me to love my neighbor as myself? If I seize that man, and 
deliver him up ; if I refuse to shelter and to help him, shall I do that which God 
approves ? which I can meet with joy at the judgment, when human enactments 
shall have vanished and been forgotten ?" 

In answer to this question, there comes to me the law which God gave to 
Israel: "Thou shalt not deliver unto his master the servant which is escaped from 
his master unto thee : He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place 
which he shall choose, in one of thy gates, where it liketh him best : Thou shalt 
NOT oiTREss HIM." This spccific requirement may have terminated upon the 
Hebrews ; but if its principle were right, even in that darkened and barbarous age, 
how can it be otherwise under the blaze of Christianity ? . . . Why shall I not help 
Lim, in his struggle for the rights that God gave him indelibly, when he made him 
a man ? There is nothing to prevent, but the simple requirement of my equals in 
the State ; the parchment of the law which they have written. But where will 
that parchment be when I meet this my brother in the judgment ? Where wiU 
that parchment be when Christ shall say to me, with my eternity depending on 
his words, " I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat I I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me no drink I I was naked, and ye clothed me not ! I was a stranger, and 
ye took me not in ! Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it not to me." 

Nay ! nav^ I my friends 1 I cannot do this essential injustice ! Though the com- 
mands of the law were an hundred fold more stringent, I would not touch a hair of 
that man's head ! Though its penalties were accumulated to tenfold greatness, 
they should not shut my doors against him! I will not resist the law by force and 
violence. I will even advise the man to flee it if he can, and not resist it, 
although it hurls liim back upon his right of self-defense. But I will not obey it, 
unless by bearing its penalties. The man who does otherwise is in peril of his soul. 
For Eternity is grander than Time and its scenes ! The Eye that shall search our 
life at the judgment, is more terrible than that of the human tribunal ; and he that 
hath done wrong, shall meet it there ! The omniscience of God will never forget 
it 1 I do not find that my fathers covenanted that. I should do this act ; but if they 
did, it must be cancelled. I cannot renew a covenant for such crime. . ^ . 
We must NEVER do wrong! It is right to obey magistrates, as the officers of 
society, so long as they rule justly. " Put them in mind " says the apostle, and I to- 
day repeat and urge it, " to be subject to principalities, to obey magistrates, and to 
be ready to every good work." But God has given us a law that is primary; that 
concerns us as immortal ; that supersedes every other. When human law conflicts 
with tills, it is duty to disobey that. We must say, with Peter, " We ought to : 
obey God rather than men." And God's law is decisive, unequivocal, extending 
always to each of ms— revealed to conscience as light is to the eye! "Thou 
shalt love the I<ord thy God with all thy heart ; and tliou shalt love thy neighbor 
AS THYSELF." There is none other commandment— -on earth or in heaven— that is 
greater than these. 

Rev. Nathaniel Colvek, of the Baptist denomination, Boston : — 

Such is the infierent and manifest iniquity of this Bill, such its hostility to the 
law of God, as to render disobedience to its detnande a solemn duty. . . . Obe- 
dience to this Bill will render us the efficient and direct responsible supporters of 
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filavery itself. . . . This Bill demands a palpable and Sagrant violation of that 
iiiKverHiil and indispensable law of life, pressed upon us by the express corJi- 
mand of our Lord : " Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men aliould. 
do to you, do ye even sr to them ; for this is the law and the propheta." . . 
Obedience to this Bill involves an outrage upon every law of hcspitality to the 
etranger, and of charity to the needy, which the gospel enjoins ; as well as upon 
every generous^ manly, or religious prompting of the heart. . . . Obedience to 
this Bill involves? a direct violation of many, very many of the moral precepts of 
the Bible. . . . This Bill should be abhorred and trampled under foot by every 
man, because it enjoins the commission of one of tJbe blackest crimes specified hi 
the divine catalogue." 

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, of Brooklyn, N. Y., Minister of the Con- 
gregational *' Plymouth Church : " — 

The Fugitive Slave Law is a law which, upon occasion, makes it the duty of cit- 
izens to assist in putting a feliow-bein^ into tnc raitk of animals ; nay, it makes it a 
duty to refuse the commonest humanities of life to a miserable wretch <striving to 
escape such degradation, and to secure to himself those rights which every Amer- 
ican has been taught that God gave to every man alike, and wliich crime only can 
alienate. A lav? to make citizens the inflictors of wrongs the most fatal, for which, 
once committed, no patience can bring a remedy, is such an insult to moral senae 
and common sense that the Christianity of a land which should tamely obey it 
would be a solemn mo<:kery. What are we asked to do ? To keep the compro- 
mise of the Constitution by violating the fundamental declaration of the Bill of 
Rights. To stand by when a wretch emerging from slavery begins to straight-en up 
upon the level of raanhisod, to plunge Iiim under the slimy wave again ! We are 
asked to send men back to laws that deny their manhood. We, that are ministers 
of t!ie gospel, are asked to teach our people the duty of obeying a law that sends 
a slave back, where it is a felony to teach him to read the Bible; to a condition 
which is almost universally without the gospel ; we are to send back women to tho 
lust of their masters ; and to convert men, now of a long time industrious citizens, 
into chattels, to be advertised as cattle, driven in droves like cattle, sold and fed 
and worked like cattl€!j to die as a dog dieth, and to be covered down as a dog is 
buried ! The phrase, to return a fugitive, is very harmless in its sound ; but in its 
sense it comj>riaes every oflFense that it is |>ossible for one man to commit against 
another. This is the rsiarrow of that Bill which churches are denounced as traitors 
for not supporting t When we have ceased to pray; when we have rwted o?5t the 
humanities which since our connection with the gospel have been growing within 
us ; when we have burned our Bibles and renounced our God, then we will join 
with those whose patriotism exhibits itself in disrobing men of every natural right, 
and driving them from light and religion into gro?8 heathenism. 

Rev. Samuel T. Spear, of Brooklyn, N. Y., of the New School Piesby- 
terian Church : — 

I am not able to view Uie act in any other light than as a gross moral wrong 
against the victim. I put the matter directly to the conscience of the hearer. If it 
it lis not morally wrong before God to capture a man who lias committed r»o crime, 
imd forcibly drag hiiin back to a bondage he loathes, ami has a right to loathe, and 
which he has done Ms best to shun — if this be not morally wrong, then what is there 
in the distinction bet^veen right and wrong, that is of any moment ? . . Mv view of 
nijm is such that I could neither agree to do the thing, nor do it to fulfil the agree- 
ment of others. I would sooner die than be it* agent The higher law of Eternal 
Right would be in my way ; and by its decision I must abide. 

Rev. Dr. Cheever, of the city of New-York, Minister of the (Congrega- 
tional) Church of the Puritans : — 

Every evil must be looked in the face, and God's mercy must he sought in coo- 
Cjuering it. No right principles must ever be sacrificed for the sake of unifm, . . . 
Every attempt at disunion is treason, and so are many of the pretended alarm i 
of disunion. . , . Let every man seek for the things that truly make for peace, 
and things whereby one may edify another ; but let him not think that peftce 
Cometh by concealing sin or justifying iniquity, or hardening ourselves in oppression 
or setting our will imd our statutes in rebellion against God's Word. 
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Rev. Charles Bekcher, Minister of the Free Congregational Church 

of Newark, N. J. : — 

Tims the legislation of 1850, to recapture fugitives, is immeasurably more 
ehameful than that of 1793. I blush that our fathers should have framed, that 
Washington should have signed the latter, but I cannot believe they would have 
dope it had they lived to our day. Much less can I believe they would have sanc- 
tioned a law whose provisions are so much more repugnant as are those of the law 
now under review. ... Is this the law that is to consecrate in new holiness 
that statute bom in sin, brought forth in shame, and grown up to manhood in 
unwashed con-uption ? . . . A law which does me injury is one thing. A law 
which makes me do wrong is another. The first I may submit to while seeking its 
repeal. To the latter I must not give place by subjection, no, not for an hour. 
The men that refuse obedience to such laws are the sure, the only defenders of 

xaiW. 

Rev. W. S. Leavitt, Pastor of the Eliot Church, Newton, Mass. : — 

All human law has its authority from God ; and it can never be binding escepl 
m fur as it can be obeyed consistently with our obedience to God. It may be our 
duty to submit to a law that unjustly requires us to sufer wrong ; but we have no 
right to obey a law that requires us t.o do wr<«)g. And when God's law and man's 
law come in conflict, we must give God's the preference, for we are sure in such a 
case that Uie law of man in wrong, and to obey it would be a sin. . . . But human- 
ity is as much a part of religion as godliness; the second table of the law is as 
binding as the first; and an ordinance that forbids kindness to the oppressed, or 
makes humanity a curse, is at least as wicked aa one that requires us to bow 
down to idols, or to refrain from prayer, and as little to be obeyed. Human 
enactments never can set aside the changeless claims of the law of God. 

Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, Paator of the Broadway Tabernacle 

Church, New- York : — 

But how shall we act towards an unrighteous law — a law demanding what 
conscience and the Word of God forbid? We know how the Puritans acted laider 
the oppressive mea-sures of Laud and the tyrannical Stuarts, and we are accus- 
tomed to praise them, as does Hume, as the fathers of civil and religious liberty. 
We know how the martyrs and confessors of the Christian faith in all ages have acted 
under Iravs that did violence to their religious convictions. These have been orderly 
and peaceable citizens, supporting government, making no rebellion, but choosing 
to suffer the penalty of unrighteous laws, rather than to sin against God by obeying 
such laws. Nearly all that is nobla and heroic in history, nearly all that has been 
accomplished for the emancipation and the progress of the race, stands connected 
with the decision, the self-denial and the suffering of these conscientious, these 
" obstinate" men. As to what is duty towards fugitives from slavery, let every 
one be fully persuaded in his own mind. The laws of the free States know no such 
thing as a slave ; and for our part, living where personal liberty and life are made 
secure, we shall never acknowledge any man in the streets of our abode to be any 
thing but a man, having the same right to walk the streets and breathe the air, the 
ean\e right to protection in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, that God has 
given us. If to act on such a principle be an iniquity to be punished' by the judge, 
then do we accept the penalty ; saving with Paul before Festus, " for if I be an 
offender, or have committed any thmg worthy of death, I refuse not to die." The 
fugitive shall have bread ; he shall have money ; he shall have shelter ; though 
at the cost of fines and imprisonment. 

Rev. RuFus W. Clark, Pastor of the North Church, Portsmouth, N. H. : 

While human government is of divine appointment, and is essential to the very 
existence of society, yet it has no power to require its subjects to commit sin. . . . 
There can be no dispute as to the general statement that government ha« no 
authority to compel us to do vrtrong. Our first and highest duty is that which we 
owe to God. .... Any human law . . . that conflicts with either of these two great 
enactments, (the first and second commandments of God's law,) cannot be binding 
upon the consciences of men. To maintain the contrary of this, is to attempt to 
overthrow the government of Heaven. It is to place human constitutions above 
the constitution of God's mctStl universe. It is to value the Uuioo of these States 
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above the linioh of the miliiotis of worlds that comprise the Itingdom of tbe 
Supreme Lawgiver and Judge. 

Rev. W. H. FuRNEss, Pastor of the First Congregational Unitarian 

Church, Philadelphia : — 

My. hearers, the existence of this law, abrogating as it does the law of humanity 
and of Christ, is a fountain of deadly poison in our midst, blinding our understjMJtt- 
ings, hardening our hearts, searing our consciences, falsifying all our religious pro- 
fessions, and perilling the salvation of onr souls. Unless we ignore our roaniiood, 
renounce for ever our reason and our humanity, we must ^rceive now that we 
cannot remain neutral. We cannot be indifferent, without being indifferent to every 
thing that is manly, just and Christian, Here, in and through the fugitive slave, 
Christ speaks to us, and God. Eternal Justice, that Truth which is from everlasting 
w evei'laBtiug, which lio one questions, ^'hatcver else may be di»j)»ite*l addrc«BC8 
us, and commands us to do for our wronged brother as we w^ould have him <Jo 
for us, were we in his place. We are commanded to regard him as if it Were 
Chriist himself who claimed our sympatiiy and. our aid. . In the providence of 
Heaven, here is the grand test of our religious soundness, of our Chrif tiais integrity ; 
if we evade this test, our religion is worthless, and though we may etill say that we 
Iqve God, and may still woirship God, and profess to serve Him witli a Uiousand 
offerings of praise and prayer and active cnarsty, yet if We hate our brotheir, or, 
which 19 the same thing, neglect him as if we hated him, we are liars in the sight 
of Grod, and all our professions are in vain. We are yet in our sins, impenitent and 
unredeemed. 

We have reiaaon to believe that a large number of ministers of tlie gos- 
pel of diflferent denominations have spoken out boldly in reference to the 
Fugitive Slave Bill, and that during the past year a larger number 
than at any previous time have preached an anti-slavery gospel. This 
is, we conceive, the most encouraging sign of the times. When, as a genera! 
thing, those who minister at God's altar proclaim the truth in its fulness 
with regard to this giant iniquity, the churches may be expected to be 
right on the subject. 

The religious press, conducted principally by clergymen, has, with some 
exceptions, proclaimed its opposition to the unjust law witli unusual clear- 
ness and fidelity ; and some of these publications, edit^.d with much talent, 
have with remarkable eloquence and jpower vindicated the claims of human- 
ity. Many of their ablest articles have been transferred into the'^ccular 
press, and thus religion (through that portion of its ministers) has been duly 
honored by large numbers who hitherto have had too much cause iti bo- 
heve that no inconsiderable number of the professed ambiissadors of 
Christ were recreant to their Divine Master. 

Being fully persuaded that the conduct of a large numbfir of the mini»- 
ters of the gospel in this country, from tlie commencement of the anti- 
slavery enterprise, has thrown obstacles in the way of its progress, and 
brought Christianity itself into disesteem, we rejoice to see talented and 
devoted ministers, especially the young, standing forth boldly sis the 
champions of human rights, and refusing to be made the instrument of poli- 
tical men in defending iniquitous laws and party schemes.* Wo doubt 

* It is said on goo<l authority, tliat Daniel Webster went in persou to Andovcr 
to request the signature of Professor Stuart to the letter from the merchants^ manu- 
facturers, and profesisional men of Boston and the vicinity, and the aid of his pen in 
sustaining him ; that he took with him a Custbni hoiise oiSeer to call on tlic Pro- 
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not the number of such will be continually increasing, and that their seniors 
in the ministry who have, been lukewarm on this subject, or opposed to the 
cause, will find their influence diminishing. 

Of those who have borne witness against the Fugitive Slave Law, 
we have room to notice only the following, in addition to those already 
named : — 

At a " Preachei-s' Meeting," consisting of the Methodist ministers of 
New- York, Brooklyn, and Williamsburg, November 9, 1850, more than 
thirty ministers being present, the subject of the Fugitive Slave Bill was 
very fully discussed, and the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : — 

"Whereas an act was passed at the last session of Congress entitled " an Act to 
amend, and supplementary to an act respecting fugitives from justice, and persona 
escaping from the service of their masters, approved Feb. 12, 1793 and, whereas, 
said act virtually denies the right of habeas corpus, the priviiege of trial by jury, and 
the right of appeal to an individual arrested under said act^ oii charge of being a fu- 
gitive from slavery, and also provides for the summary removal of such individual 
to the land of slavery upon "certificates" issued in a remote station, and "affidavits" 
that may be equally difficult of legal scrutiny, and which this bill declares " shall 
be conclusive of the right of the person" claiming such fugitive so to remove him, 
and cutting off " any process to prevent it, issued by any court, judge, magistrate, or 
other person whosoever 

And whereas, the fee of ten dollars on rendition of a decision in favor of the slave- 
catcher, while only five is allowed should the decision be in favor of the alleged 
fugitive, may serve as a bribe to corrupt magistrates to decide against the fugitive : 

And whereas, by said bill, " all good citizens are commanded to aid and assist" in 
the execution of its provisions ; and power is given to the slave-catchers appointed 
by tlie commisiiioners, " within their counties respectively," *' to summon and call 
to their aid" any one wlio may chance to be near— thus compelling him, under the 
pains and penalties of law, to assist, and making our broad domain a hunting-ground 
for men, women and children, whose only legal offense is that, like our forefathers, 
they prefer freedom to slavery, and act from the principle that they liave a right 
to be free : 

And whereas, the " summary manner " in which the provisions of this bill are to 
be executed, is all calculated to defeat the ends of justice and good government, 
while the facilities it affords the kidnappers are such as to render insecure the dear- 
est and most sacred rights of our colored citizens ; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That said bill is inconsistent with the Declaration of our National 
Independence, and with the Constitution of the United States, the one of which 
aflirms that all men are endowed by God with the inalienable rights of " life, liberty 
and pursuit of happiness," and the other that " the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended unless when in case of rebellion or invasion the public safety may re- 
quire it" and also expressly guaranties that the trial of all crimes, except in cases 
of impeachment, ^\\a\\ be by jury. 

2. licsolvc i, That said bill is inconsistent with the objects of our Federal .Union, 
which, as set forth in the preamble to the Constitution, were, '* to form a more per- 
fect union, establish justice, iiisuFe domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity." 

3. A'eso/m/, That said bill is iniquitous and unrighteous in its provisions, and infla- 
gnmt violation of the \ix\x of God,— it requires us to deliver up the fugitive, andconi- 
mands all good citizens to assist, but God says, "Thou shalt not deliver unto his 
master the servant which is escaped from his master unto thee ;" — this bill requires 
us to place fetters upon the fugitive and send him back into bondage, while God 



fessors and others for their signatures ; and that Fletcher Webster went to Andovcr 
afterwards to assist Professor Stuart in correcting the prtwf-sheets of his pamphlet 
for the press ! It should be recorded, to the honor of the young and talented Pro- 
fessors at that Seminary, that they refused to sign the letter. 
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aaya. ** He shall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place "which he shall 
choose,in one of the gates that likeih him heat : thou shalt not oppress him," 

4. Resolved, That it is the duty of all Christian men to seek, by all wise and pru- 
dent means, the immediate and unconditional repeal of said law ; that this duty 
they owe to God, to their country, and to hurc«nity. 

(Signed) D. W. Clark, 

W. K. STOrFOBD, 

E. K GRISWOLD, Chairman. 

M. D. C. CEAWFoan, Secretary. 

The above resolutions, ao honorable to the body adopting thera, were 
denied insertion by the conductors of the organ of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, as was alleged, from prudential reasons ; yet it is believed 
that they are in accordance with the sentiments of it hirgo rramber of the 
preachei*s in that denomination throughout tiie free States.* 

Attempts have been made at meetings of laymen in tlie Methodist 
Church, chiefly in communities that trade with the South, to disparage the 
resolutions, and to show that they do not accord with the sentiments of 
the Methodist body at large. Were the Methodists in the Northern States 
wholly free from ecclesiastical connection with Methodists at tlic South, 
we are fully persuaded that the voice of a majority of them would be 
unequivocally expressed on Ixilialf of Imraan freedom. 

An idea prevails somewhat that the Methodist Church North is entirely 
separated" from the Methodist Church South, and that the sejiaration was 
brought about by the opposition of the Nortliern party to slaverj^ In 
our hist Annual Report, page 66, we showed that this was not the case. 
The statement has been denied, and it has been asserted that " no Annual 
Conference \nll elect a slaveholder to ordci's as a travelling jirecHiher^ 
although there may be some instances of electing such pci-sons as local 
preachers." It was not said that there were travelling preachers, but 
preacher who were slaveholders. There are many slavcholding ministers 
in that Church — ordained ministers. Itinerant preachei-s would find it 
very inconvenient to hold slaves, vt'ho must necessarily travel witli them 
annually from one field of labor to another. We state, on the authority 
of the True Wesleyan^ that so far as slavery is concerned, the Northern 
and Southern Church have the same discipline ; that the M. E. Church 
always has cherished and still does cherish slaveholdei-s in her bosom ; 
that the M. E. Church has many slavcholding preachers, and ordains 
slaveholders to the work of the ministry; and that the Philadelphia 
Conference has ordained a slaveholder since the South separated, know- 
ing him to be such. Much remains to be done in the M. E. Church 
North even, before it comes up to the standard of its illustrious founder, 
whose most matured sentiment, fesirlessly announced, was, Slavery is 

THE SUM OP ALL VILLANIES." 

* The Springfield, hlfusB., Republican and Gazette g'wes the following "TheNew 
England Methodist Convention, in session at Newhuryport when Mr. Sumner was 
elected United States Senator, were treated to a special announc<?ment of his eloc- 
tion by a member of the body, when the whole Convention responded • Amen T " 
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The Methodist Episcopal Church South sustains lio equivcMSal posi- 
tion on the subject of slavery. Oh a motion, at the last Annual Meeting, 
June, 1:850, to strike cut the section pronouncing slavery a "moral evil," 
and binding to efforts for its " extirpation," thirty-three voted for and 
forty-three against it ; but a majority moved originally, it is said, by Rev, 
Jeflferson Hamilton, a Massachusetts man, adopted a note that the section 
had long since ceased to be operative ! They might have included with 
the note not a few texts of the Bible. 

The Protestant Methodist body, which is a secession from the 
M. E. Church, and extends over North and South, at its Quadrennial 
Conference at Baltimore, within the last year, had an exciting debate on 
the subject of striking out the word " white" in its Constitution, for the 
purpose of extending the right of suffrage to the colored members of the 
Church, and renderiug them eligible to office. It was finally decided that 
the Conference had no jurisdiction over the subject of slavery. The 
members of the Church residing at the North are very generally anti- 
slavery, but it seems that in this religious body they are as yet in the 
minority. 

It is surprising that the members of this branch of the Methodist 
denomination do not perceive that slaveholding eats out piety in the 
Church. While acknowledging its leanness, as to spiritual things, they 
do not appear to imagine that one of the chief causes is slavery. After 
forsaking the counsels of Wesley on this subject, it is not to be wondered 
at, that his followers at the South have lost their spiritual discernment. 
But it is somewhat remarkable that the delinquency should be pointed out 
by a portion of the body in a slave State. At the las t annual meeting of the 
Methodist Protestant General Conference, a communication was presented 
from the Manchester Circuit, of Virginia, calling attention to the fact that 
the increase in four years was not three membei's to each minister within 
the Church, or not four to each one belonging to the travelling connec- 
tion ; and they impute this melancholy state of things to the failure of 
the Church to carry out Christ's teaching in reference to the slaves. 

Many ecclesiastical bodies have taken action against the Fugitive 
alave Bill. The Associate Reformed Church protested against it, and 
Sgainst those who "decree unrighteous decrees, and write grievousness 
which tho}^ have prescribed, to turn away the needy from justice, and to 
take away the right of the poor," solemnly warning the members of the 
Church not to accept or hold any office in the discharge of which they 
may be called upon to enforce this bill, and urging them to endure its 
utmost penalties rather than bring upon themselves the guilt and upon 
their religion the reproach of countenancing its odious requirements by 
engaging in its execution. 

The New- York EvancselicAl Congregational AssbbiATioN re= 
solvedj " that we cannot recognize this law as of any binding force upon 
the citizens of our country," and gave very cogent reasons tberefor. 
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The Feee-Will Baptist Conference, consistiBg of about sixty 
ministers, from most of the free States in the Union, jxi the session in 
Providence, R. I., in October last, resolved that they could not obey the 
cruel and wicked law recently enacted by Congress, or sympathize with 
its framers or abettors ; and that, considering the passage of the Bill an 
attempt to set human enactments above the Divine LaWy it seemed to 
them incumbent upon every Christian to disregard such a law, as an 
infringement upon his duty to God and humanity. 

Before their adjournment, they adopted the following petition to Con- 
gress : — 

To iht Hon. ike Senaiv and Sb'isc of MepreBfn^<iUifes of the United Siaies, in 

Congress assanhlad: 

' The undersigned, officers of the General Conference of Free- Will Baptists of the 
United States, in obedience to the -unanimous instructions of said Confiirencc, given 
in Triennial Convention, composed of delegates representing fifty tlmifftud com- 
municante, assembled at Providence, R. I, October, 1850, respectful! v petition your 
honorable bodies to repeal the ^'Fugitive Slave ZaicJ* passed at tlie last session of 
Congress ; and as in duty bound will ever pray. 

Martin Cuexey, Moderator. 

Thomas Perkins, ) j ModeralorM. 
Jacob w . Darung, ) 
Silas Curtis, Secretary. 

Ebenezer Knowlton, I Secretarut. 
Gcosofi H. Ball, j 

At the annual meeting of the American Missionary Association 
held at Rocheste.r, N. Y., September last, the following rcs'^lutions were 
adopted : — 

Resolved, That this Association, in the prosecution of its work, aims to pronvul- 
gate the principles of Him who " came to preacli deliverance to the captives,'* to 
" open the prison-doors to them that are bound," to relieve the oppressed, to en- 
lighten the ignorant, to abolish caste, and to el<2vate men to the x;njoyhient of e<^ual 
rights ; and that it feels bound to adopt and inculcate every righteous principle 
which may, in tlie providence of Cod, be brought before the consideration of His 
people. 

Resolved, That we believfe the Christiatiity of the nation is about to be tested m 
view of the late act of Congress for the recovery of Fugitive Slaves, which appears 
equally at variance with the principles of this Association, the Constitution of the 
country, and the law of God ; and that as Cliristians, we do solemnly covenant with 
each other and our ciolored brethren that we cannot ol^ey it, nor an^ law that evi- 
dently contravenes the higher law of our Maker, whatever persecution or penalty 
we may be called to suffer. 

The Svnod of the Free Presbyterian CiiURcn op the United 
States, at their meeting in April, 1851, issued a Declaration and Testi- 
mony against the Fugitive Slave Law. It is a powerful document 'J'he 
Synod recommends that it )>e read from the pulpit ott the Loj-d's day, so 
that all their people may hear it, and be called upon solemnly to e:xpr^ 
their adherence thereto in such a manner as may be deemed proper. 
The Synod testifies and declares uncetising hostility to Uie system of 
Americiin slavery, and also disapprobation of the two branches of the 
Presbvterian Church in the United States from which they seceded, 
" and which still continue to authorize and justify the sin of siavchoid- 
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ing, as it is practised by multitudes of their ministers, elders, and church 
members." 

The Society of Friends, at Quarterly Meeting at New-Brighton, Pa., 
adopted a memorial to Congress against the Fugitive Bill. We lament 
that this ancient and respectable association do not more generally and 
extensively emulate the example of their brethren in Great Britain, in 
taking prominent and efficient action on the subject of slavery. Their 
neglect to do so not only repels people of color from their community, 
but lessens the confidence of the colored race in the friendliness of that 
Society. We could wish also that the F/ iends were more thorough in 
manifesting: their anti-slavery sentiments and memorializing legislative 
bodies, at their yearly meetings. At the last yearly meeting of that 
portion of the Societj^ sympathizing with the late Elias Hicks, the ap- 
pointment of a Committee on Slavery was refused, and the subject 
referred to the Rep/esentative Committee. The same body a few months 
previously memorialized Congress against the African slave-trade, with- 
out alluding to the American slave-trade at Washington and elsewhere 
in the country.* 

The Governors of several of the free States have, in their communica- 
tions to their respective legislative bodies, intimated their disapprobation 
of the Fugitive Slave Bill, and the Legislatures have evinced their ac- 
cordance with such sentiments. 

Vermont, as she has often done when human liberty has been invaded, 
took the lead. At the late session of the Legislature the following act 
was passed : — 

An Act relating to the writ of habeas corpus to persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves, and the riglit of trial by jury. 

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont — 

Seo. 1. The same power is hereby given to, and the same duties imposed upon, 
the circuit Judges of the several judicial circuits of this State, which are given to 
and imposed upon the Judges of the Supreme Court by the provisions of chapter 
thirty-eight of the Revised Statutes, entitled oi'' Habeas Corpus " 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of State's attorneyo, within their respective coun- 
ties, whenever any inhabitant of this State is arrested or claimed as a fugitive 
slave, on being informed thereof, diligently and faithfully to use ail lawful means 
to protect, defend, and procure to be discharged every such person so arrested or 
claimed as a fugitive slave. 

Sec. 3. The application of any State's attorney in writing to any one of the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, or to any circuit Judge, signed by said State's attorney in his 
official capacity, stating in substance the name of the prisoner and the persons 



* It is a well-known fact that since the days of Paul CufFee, the number of 
colored members of the Society of Friends has been steadily diminishing. " It is," 
says the Non-Slaveholder, a, coxmmm practice to allow if not direct colored peo- 
ple to occupy the back seat in Friends' meeting-house, and thus their attendance is 
prevented." We noticed that in the same paper it was recently stated that the 
only colored member of the Society in North Carolina had lately deceased ! It 
would be surprising, were it not well known that the natural tendency of all 
reformatory associations of Christians as they increase in numbers and wealth is to 
roliriquisii their distinguishing practices, that any of the followers of Fox and 
Penu should exhibit equivocal conduct on the subjects of alavery and caste. 
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detaining, him, if known, and that the |Der8on arrested, clairaed, or imprisoned, i» 
arrested, claimed, or imprisoned as a fugitive slave, sliall be sufficient authority to 
authorize the issuing of tlie writ of habean corpus, as provided in sjiid chapter 
thirty-eight of tlie Revised Statutes ; and said writ may be signed by any one of 
said Judges, or the clerk of the Supreme or County Court; and said writ shall be 
made returnable to the Supreme or county court, when in session, in the county 
where such application is made; and in vacation said writ may be made returna- 
ble forthwith before either of the judges aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of all judicial and executive officers in this State, io 
their respective counties, who shall know or have good reason to beHeve Uiat any 
inhabitant of this State is about to be arrested or claimed jis a fugitive slave, 
forthwith to give notice thereof to the State's attorney of the county in which 
such person resides. 

Sec. 5, Whenever the writ of habeas corpus is granted in vacation, as provided 
in this act, or as provided by existing laws, if, upon the hearing of the sjmie before 
any one of the Judges aforesaid, the person imprisoned, arrested, or claimed tis a fugi- 
tive slave shall not be discharged, s;:ch ptrf^or, shall b« eiititkd to a.-j r.pjx:."*! to the 
next stated term of the County Court in the county where suchi»earing was had, on 
furnishing such bail, and within such time, as the Judge granting the writ, on hear- 
ing the case, shall adjudge to be reasonable and proper. 

S^:o. 6. The court to which such appeal is taken, and any other court to 
which a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of any such person clainie^l or arrested as 
a fugitive slave is made returnable, may and sl)all, on application of either party 
to such proceeding, allow and direct a trial by jury on all questions of fact in issue 
between the parties, in the matter aforesaid ; and the taxable costB of such a trial 
shall be chargeable to the St^ite. whenever the same would be otherwise chargea- 
ble to the person arrested or claimed as a fugitive slave. 

Sec. 7. The several circuit Judges shall have the same powers now vested in the 
Judges of the Supretne Court, by virtue of an act in amendment of chapter one 
hundred and three of the Revised Statutes, relating to persons confined in close jail 
on executions of tort, approved November 13, A. 1). 1848. 

Sp:c. 8. This act shall take effect from its passage. 

Approved, Nov. 13, 1850. 

The pro-slavery press, as might have been cxpect<}d, opened their bat- 
teries upon the "mad State," accusing it of a desire to sciitter the Con- 
stitution to the winds, and with it the glorious Union ! But an examina- 
tion of the law will show that the patriotic Vermonters have kept strictly 
within the line of constitutional obligation, while they have secured to 
all within their boundaries the great bulwarks of liberty — the Habeas 
Corpus and the Jury Trial. 

A powerful effort Ijas been made to induce Pennsylvania to repeal the 
act of 1847, which forbade State officers aiding in the reclamation of 
fugitives, and its enemies succeeded so far as to procure the repeal of that 
portion of it that forbids the use of the jails for reca})turod slaves. But 
the Governor has not as yet signed the bill, and it is reported that ho 
does not intend to do so. 

The Ohio Legislature, in March, 1851, passed resolutions in opposition 
to the Fugitive Slave Law, and in favor of its immediate repeal, s& 
follows : — 

In- Senate, March 22, 1851. 
Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That while this General 
Assembly would urge the faithful observance of law upon all the people of tiiis 
State, and of her sister States of the Union, as the most effectual m<xle of promo- 
ting their best interests, as well as a high duty they owe alike to themselves and 
their common country, it would most earnestly recommend to Congress the neces- 
sity of so amending and modifying the pjrovisions of the Fugitive Slave Law, that 
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while it secures a faithful compliance with all the obligatityns imposed by the Con- 
stitution of the Uiiit<?,d States, it will, as it becomes a free goverament, guard with 
a jealous care the rights of the freeman. And if said law, in the opinion of Con- 
gress, cannot be so amended as to give to persons claimed as fugitives from labbr 
the benefit of every legal defense of their liberty, we then recommend the repeal 
of said law. 

Ayes 19, nays 10. Three of the n?iyB were by Free-Soilers, who 
thought the resolution too tame and weak. 

Hesolved, That the law, commonly called the Fugitive Slave Law, being a law 
that makes (?a;-jt?arie evidence conclusive of the master's right to recapture and return 
his slave; that denies him a jury trial here or elsewhere.; that provides for the ap- 
pointment of swarma of petty officers to execute it ; that gives a double compen- 
sation to find every claim set up in favor of the master, and pays the expenses, in 
any case, from the public treasury ; ought never to receive the. voluntary co-opo- 
ration of our people, and ought tl'ierefore to be immediately repealed. 

Ayes !21, nays 8. 

These resolutions were transmitted to the House, and there concurred 
in by the folio v/ing emphatic vote : First resolve, ayes 50, nays 10. 
Second resolve, ayes 41, nays 21. 

Numerous meetings have been held to protest against the Fugitive 
Slave Bill, and so far as we have been able to ascertain, the general senti- 
ment of the people throughout the Free States is decidedly opposed to 
it.* "We have not room for the patriotic resolutions adopted at these 
meetings. 

Kestraint has been put upon a free expression of public sentiment by 
politicians interested- in maintaining their influence with political men at 
the South, and by divines unwilling to weaken the cords that unite South- 
ern and Northern churches in the same ecclesiastical bodies. Would 
Northern men cut themselves loose from such affinities, and act out their 
own convictions, how soon would not alone the Fugitive Slave Bill, but 
the system of slavery itself, whose perpetuation demands such enactments, 
cease to disturb the peace and blight the prospects of the nation. How 
long shall men from wliom we have a right to expect better things, in 
their literary, theological and political relations, submit their own necka 
to the yoke of the Slave Power ? 

During the past year the press of the United States, both secular and 
religious, has teemed with articles on the slavery question to a greater 
extent than ever before. The Fugitive Slave Bill has been amji^y dis- 
cussed, and the public have eagerly perused what has been published on 

* As indications of an increasingly kind feeling towards people of color, 
record with pleasure that the Senior Class of the Meadville (Pa.) Theological School 
the last year invited Rev. S. R. Ward, a distinguished colored preacher, to deliver 
their anniversary discourse. The conductors on raikoada, in many instances, 
befriend colored people, not even neglecting fugitives. We give an instance. On 
the Worcester and Nashua Railroad, (Mass.,) tlie train passed the four-mile station 
without stopping until about fifty rods beyond. " Is there no one at the station !" 
inquired the conductor. " Kobody, sir, but a nigger " was the reply. "Backup 
your train," said the conductor, " and let him get on then." 
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the subject. Efforts have been made by oflBcial and paid attorneys to 
demonstrate its constitutionality. Their principle is that this law is as 
constitutional as that of 1*793, to which it is supplementary ; and that it 
is even less stringent in its provisions. And yet one reason alleged for 
the neC/Cssity of the new law, was tlie decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United Stiatcs that one of the chief sections of the law of 1<93 was 
imconstitutional, viz.: that requiring State ofticers to execute a law of 
Congress, In addition to this, many eminent jurists have, from time to 
time, decided that saiji law is not constitutional, because "the Constitu- 
tion," in the language of Judge Story, ".executes itself and in the, 
language of Chancellor Walworth, because it. did not give a Hght of trial 
by jury : and inasmtjch as the Constitution, in the language of J 'idgft 
Tappan, uttered many yeare since, " does not give akx power to Con* 
gress to legislate on the subject of fugitive slaves." And it is remarka- 
ble that no longer ago than March 7, 1850, the Hon. Daniel Webster 
himself declared, in a speech in the Senate, " I have always thought that 
the Constitution addressed itself to the Legislatures of tlie States them- 
selves, oxU:> the Stat^Bs tliemselves. . . . It seems to me the import of the 
passage (Artiv. Sec. 3) is, that the State itself, in obedience to tJve Con- 
stitution, shall cause him (the person held to service or labor) to bo 
delivered up. That is my judgment. I have always entertained it, and 
I entertain it now." How absurd then to argue that the law of 1850 is 
constitutional, because it is in accordance with the law of 1793 ; and how 
prepost<}rous to assert that every man is bound to obey a law until it shall 
have been decided tQ be in all respects unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

It is somewhat remarkable that Judges of the United States Court 
have, in their charges to grand juries, in various districts, entered into 
elaborate arguments to show the constitutionality of the law of 1850; 
have spoken of the necessity of it to preserve the Union, and accompa- 
nied their arguments and remarks by such allusions to popular feeling 
that in more than one instance the spectators have applauded on the 
spot. It has appeared — in fact accusations to this effect have been made — 
that the Judges had agreed to anticipate the judgment they might be 
required to make, by opinions given without argument of counsel. A 
most extraordinary procedure, truly ! Nor is this all ; they have endeav- 
ored to sustain the act of Congress by showing that as a political meas- 
ure it tends to hush discontent and preserve the Union of the States. 

With regard to the unconstitutionality of the law, we present in the 
first place,* side by side, those sections of the Bill and Constitution which 
must strike every honest and intelligent man as capable of no reconcilia- 
tion whatever : — 

* Tiaken from the Independent Democrat^ Concord, K. H. 



48 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



THE FUGITIVE BILL. 

Such Court, Judge or Commissioner 
whose duty it shall be to hear and de- 
termine the case of such claimant in a 

SUMMARF MANNER. 

In no trial or hearing under this act 
shall the testimony of such alleged fugi- 
tive be admitted in evidence ; ana the 
certificate in this and the first section 
mentioned shall be conclusive of the right 
of the periiO!! or persons in whose favor 
granted, to remove such fugitive to the 
State or Territory from which he escaped, 
and shall prevent all molestation of said 
person or persons by any process IS- 
SUED BY ANY COURT, JUDGE, 
OR MAGISTRATE, OR OTHER 
PERSON WHOMSOEVER. 



U. S. CONSTrrUTION. 

No person shall be deprived of 
Life, Liberty, or Property, without 
due process of law. 

In suits at Common Law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury 
SHALL be PRESERVED ; and no fact tried 
by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined 
in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the Common 
Law. 

The right of the people to be secure 
IN their persons, houses, papers^ and 
effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, <fc;c. 

The privilege of the srrit of Habeas 
Corpus SHALL not bk suspended unless 
when, in csise of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it. 

Here are the provisions of the two laws. And to our mind, a more direct antag- 
onism could hardly be framed. The Constitution says, no person shall be deprived 
of his liberty without due process of law. The Slave Act says, all cases involving 
personal liberty shall be decided in a summary manner ; that is, as the terms are 
well understood, *' without due process of law." 

The Constitution says, in suits where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved. The Slave Act says, in 
all controversies respecting the right of a man to himself, the right of a trial by 
jury SHALL BE denied. 

The Constitution says, "the writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended un- 
less in cases of rebellion or invasion." The Slave Act says it shall always bs 
suspended in relation to every man claimed as a fugitive from slavery. » 

Nor are these all the points wherein this slave law conflicts with the " higher 
law " of the Constitution. That instrument declares that " all powers not expresdy 
delegated to the General Government are reserved to the several States." Yet no 
man can find in the Constitution the slightest express authority for ajiy legislation 
by Congress on the subject of returning fugitives from slavery. 

Viewed, therefore, in whatever light it may be, the Act is as palpably violative 
of the Constitution as it is of every principle of civil and republican liberty. It is 
a sheer usurpation of powers never conferred on Congress or the General Govern- 
ment, and which can only be submitted to by a people who are willing to be 
slaves. As such, every citizen who desires to preserve the Constitution in its puri- 
ty, and in the spirit of its founders, is bound by every rightful means in his power 
to resist the unwarranted enactment, and refuse all obedience to its inhuman man- 
dates. 

In addition to the above, and witli reference to section 4tli of the: new 
Act, we would inquire whence the District Courts under the Constitution 
derive their authority of delegating to Commissioners the power of trying 
a cause, and what constitutional provision there is justifying Congress in. 
authorizing them to do so ? 

The provision in section 10th, which enables a person to go before a 
court of record, and claim a man as his slave who resides in another 
State, establishing such claim on ex-parte evidence, is a most daring vio- 
lation of the fii'st principles of justice * 

Notwithstanding all that has been said in favor of tlie constitutionality 
o\ the Fugitive Slave Bill, lawyers and jurists not a few, competent to 
decide upon such a question, have pronounced it imconstitutioncu in its 
spirit and lett<3r ; and all the special pleading of its advocates has not been 
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able to convince the great body of the i)eople in the free States to the 
contrary. The people of this country have been too well instructed in the 
principles of the Common Law and civil liberty not to understand so sim- 
ple a question as this. They know well the difference between a techni- 
cal and a practical use of the wnt o^ Ifabeas Corpu*, and the other great 
securities provided in our system of government for the protection of its 
citizens of whatever condition in society ; and the law in question, like all 
other enactments in this country by tlic national Legislature, must be 
adjudicated by the groat Court of Errors — the Pisople.* 

In addition to the unconstitutionality of the Bill, many of its provisions 
are manifestly cruel, inhuman and infamous. In the first place, a bribe is 
held out to Commissioners in allowing double fees in case of Ibnvictioni. 
The 5th section has the following requisition : "All good citizens are 
HEREBY COMMANDED to aid aiui ansist in ihc jyrompt and ejicimt execu- 
tion of this law, whenever their services may be required^ Any pei'sou 
who shall assist a fugitive directly or indirectly to escape, or harbor or con- 
ceal so as to prevent discovery, after notice or knowledge that he is a 
fugitive, shall be liable to a fine of $1,000 and six months' im})risonment, 
and to a suit of damages for $1,000 for each fugitive lost to his owner 
by said obstruction or rescue. 

The summary manner in which the Bill is to be executed, its barbarity, 
exemplified in the case of Hamlet and others, in seizing men when en- 
gaged in their daily employments and hurrying them off, on ex-pari€ 
testimony, unknown to their fjunilics or friends, giving no opportunity to 
summon witnesses or employ counsel, would stamp the Bill as infamousf 
in any community under heaven ; and when such acts are sought to be 
perpetrated in this age of the world, in a country so boastful of its liberty, 
and of its sympathy with the oppressed of other nations, their shameless- 
ness and turpitude are beyond the power of language to express. It is 
no marvel that indignation meetings have been j)rovokcd, that threats of 
armed resistance have been uttered, that the humane and enlightened of 
other nations have been astounded, and that the cause of civil liberty lias 

* It is said that the Supreme Court of Massachusetts have decided the Bill tob« 
constitutional. Their argument was based upon technicalities and upon precedents, 
as has been well observed. It is also said that Daniel WebsUyr hju* pronounced the' 
Bill constitutional. The Bill of 1798 made it the duty of State officers to <ieli ver up 
fugitives. The Supreme Court of the United States, in the Prigg case, decided that 
they were not bound to deliver them up. Mr. \Veb.ster, in his speecli of March 7, 
Baid that the Constitution committed this bu-siness to the States, not to Congress ; 
but he has since acquiesced in the decision of the Supreme Court, that Coi-grese 
can legislate respecting slaves, as a lawyer is bound to do, although in his place as 
Senator he uttered a different opinion. The Supreme Court of the United Stattys 
have virtually pronounced one portion of the act of 1793 unconstitutional, upcai 
which the act of 1850 is based, and have not yet }>assed upon the act of 18'50. 
Meantime eminent jurist^s and statesmen differ in opinion as to the constitutionality 
of the act of 1850. Let the people decide. 

+ It was said by Hon. Thaddeus Stevens on the floor of Congress, " llie law of 
1793 for the recovery of fugitive slavea is infamous." How much stronger should 
be the condemnation of the more stringent act of 1860. 

4 
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received through this country a fearful wound. The authors of the Bill 
inveigh against the despots of Europe, and the agents of their cruelty and 
oppression, for trampling under foot the rights of man. But what apol- 
ogy can be framed for them, the descendants of Hampden and Sidney, 
Bradford, Winthrop, Hawley, Otis, Ilenry, &c., for thus outraging free 
institutions ? 

We are told from the forum and the pulpit that the laws of the land 
must be obeyed at all hazards ; that the people, whose representatives have 
framed them on their behalf, are passively to submit to them until they 
shall have been repealed by the Legislature, or pronounced unconstitu- 
tional by the highest Courts ; that ^' resistance to them is rebellion against 
God;" wfcile the "higher law" is sneered at by statesmen, churchmen, 
and jurists. Judge Sprague, of the United Stales Court for the Mas- 
sachusetts District, in his charge to the Grand J ury, has recently uttered 
the following astonishing language : — 

Urijust and oppressive laws may incieoxl be passed by human governmeni«? ; but 
if infinite and inscrutable wisdom permits political society having the power of human 
legislation to establish such laws, (as are in tlie view of any persons inconsistent 
with the justice and benevolence and against the v/ill of the Supreme Lawgiver,) 
may not the same infinite and inscrutable vAsdom permit and require the individual 
who has no such poiver to obey them ? 

It has been well said that a principle is here laid down by a Judge 
upon the bench which strikes at the very existence and authority of mo- 
rality and justice. But such abominable ethics are not, we should be thank- 
ful, avowed by all our judges and statesmen. Mr. Justice McLean, of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, in a recent letter, says : — 

An unconstitutional act of Congress imposes no obligation on a State or the peo- 
ple of a State, and may be resisted by an individual or a community. No one, 1 
beheve, will controvert this. 

Hon. John M. Niles, ex-Senator from Connecticut, in a recent letter 
says : — 

This [Fugitive] law is not oi\\j a palpable and dangerous violation of tlie Con- 
stitution, but is equally subversive of all the j;reat principles of liberty, wliich a 
free people should cherish. The duty of the people in res^pect to an unconstitu- 
tional and oppressive law must always be in some measure a question of expedi- 
ency, depending on the circumstances of tlie case. When danger is imminent, and 
redress cannot be hoped for in any other way, resistance by force is not only justifi- 
able, but a duty. 

The judgment of enlightened and impartial men of all professions in 
foreign countries, respecting the Fugitive Slave Bill, has been expressed 
without reserve. Their sentiments coincide with the opinion expressed 
by the Right Honorable S. Lushington, LL.D., Judge of the Admiralty 
Court of England, and one of the most distinguished civilians of that 
country, who, on reading the Bill, wrote as follows : — 

No one can feel more sincerely than myself abhorrence at the Fugitive Sla,ve 
Bill ; a measure as cruel and as unchristian as ever disgraced any country. 

There is no little confusion, in the minds of those who have declaimed 
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against disobedience to the Fugitive Slave Law, between dmhedience 
and forcible opjTOsition to a law of the land. Disol^edience is one thing 
and resistance quite another, i. e., forcible or armed resistance. The anti- 
slavery men of the United States, as a body, are men of peace, and they 
have neither counselled nor practised any violent resistance to uniust and 
unconstitutional enactments. They claim the right of disobeying them 
and taking the penalty. In Boston, recently, the peaceable and legal 
resistance to the Bill was most unjustly characterized by some as uncon- 
stitutional and treasonable violence, notwithstanding the disclaimei-s put 
forth by the patriots who were simply oiideavoring to oppose legally what 
they justly deemed an unconstitutional and infamous enactment of Con- 
gress, as will appear from the following brief paragraph from the Com- 
monweal tk : — 

We take this occasion to repeat, what we have frequently said, that we counte- 
nance no resistance to law. We need not reiterate our abhorrence of the Fugitive 
Slave Law. But we rely solely upon legal, constitutional modes of opposition. 
No other m«)des have been attempted in Boiston, and we do not believe that any 
other modes are thought of. The Hberties of free citizens must be protected by 
employing all the safeguards which our laws afford. 

It is no new thing, either in this country or in England, for men to 
disobey laws they cannot conscientiously obey. The time is approach- 
ing, we trust, when neither law-makei^s nor preachers will contend that 
they have no right so to do. ^feantime it should be well understood 
that unconstitutional laws» or those deemed such, or laws contrary to th,o 
Divine or Higher Law, may be disobeyed by individuals on their own 
responsibility, and in some cases even resisted. We have examples of 
this in history, and even in the annals of our own country. President 
Jefferson treated the Alien and Sedition Laws as unconstitutional. Pn.\s- 
ident Jackson denounced the United States Bank, althougli the Supreme 
Court of the United Stfites had decided that the act creating it was con- 
stitutional. He said, "I take the responsibility."* John Hampd^'u 
resisted the authority of government, and gained in history the fjime 
of an illustrious patriot. Who will now rise up and condemn those 
men for thus anticipating the maturer opinions of their own age and the 
judgment of posterity ? 

Having clearly shown that the law in question is unconstitutional, and 
that whether it is so or not, a citizen may, on his own responsibility, 
refuse obedience to its mandates, it ip manifest th t it is also, as before 
charged, both cruel and inhuman. 

Kidnapping to an alarming extent can be carried on under thi.«; Bill, 
jts can be clearly seen by an examination of its provisions, and a kuowi- 

* General Jackson was much censured, but he afterguards told a Senator of the 
United States, that he knew at the t^pe that the Bank was insolvent, but the infor- 
mation was derived from a Director, m confidence; and that he was in duty bound 
to remove th(* large funds of Government tlien on deposit in the Bank, and 
denoimce the institution. 
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edge of facts daily transpiring. Wherever an ignorant or corrupt Com- 
missioner can be found, forged papers, or papers illegally or fraudulently 
obtained in slave States, in connection with false witnesses, will be suffi- 
cient for the arrest and removal of any person of color, or person bear- 
ing any resemblance to the colored race. In fact no white pei-son is, 
under the law, safe ; and it may be that nothing but his position in 
society, and his fraternization with the South, saves even the Great Ex- 
pounder of the American Constitution from the Southern prison-house. 
Even his superior knowledge of common and statute law would be of no 
avail, before such Commissionei-s^ as are now intrusted with power to 
adjudicate cases involving the liberty of man. The trial is "summary" — 
the decision " conclusive." The sword of Damocles is suspended over 
the head of every officer, and the purses of Union Safety Committees 
furnish the ready means to fee eminent attorneys, bestow services of 
plate, and reward in various other ways the satraps of the city, Slate and 
national Governments. 

Not only is kidnapping under the forms of laws carried on, but more 
secret villanies of this description are practised under cover of this Bill. 
When so many persons are sent into the free States, or are employed 
within them to hunt up, inform against, or seize fugitive slaves for reward, 
a strong temptation is furnished to kidnappers to molest and enslave 
persons who have been slaves but who are now legally free, and people 
of color who have always been free. There is proof that this has been 
done in many instances. The law, instead of being the friend of the 
defenseless, lias become their enemy, and practices pronounced piratical 
and worthy of death when committed on the African shore are shielded 
when perpetrated in the free States of this country.* 

Children have been carried oflf from their play-groliuds, while on 
errands, or in the darkness of night ; women have been persuaded to 
go South as servants; sailors have been shipped at Northern porta, 
taken to the South and sold, when they had been shipped, as they sup- 
posed, for foreign voyages. All this has been done in free States, /fho 
relations and friends of the unhappy victims have been unable to reclaim 
them. These things have been done to a greater extent than is usually 
supposed. In too many instances the nefarious acts thus alluded to have 
been perpetrated, not by Southern men, but by Northern miscreants. It 
is not the least of the objections to the Fugitive Slave Bill, that it affords 
facihties to the marauding and successful enterprises of slave-hunters. It 
has rekindled the bad passions of slaveholders in all their connectionB, 

* A lawyer, who has filled a high position in the Government of the United States, 
and who is again in a waiting posture for office, lately said he was constrained to 
believe the act of 1850 to be constitutional, and added, " but it is the most cruel and 
inhuman law on the statute-book." He w.is akked if the Constitution of the United 
States allowed cruel a^d inhumaD laws, and if bo, what should be thought of that 
instrument? 
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and stimulated the cupidity of numerous \^fetclies who can be hired to 
be their instruments. The following facts are adduced in proof of these 
assertions : — 

A negro, says the True Democrat^ claiming to be free, was openly 
seized at Cincinnati, by a party from Kentucky, and hurried on board a 
ferry-boat, at raid-day. 

The Standard and New-Tork Evangelist mention, an attempt wjis 
made to kidnap a free colored young woman, who w^as a native of Mas- 
8ach«setts, in New- York, and put her on board a schooner below the Atlan- 
tic Dock, Brooklyn, and she would have been carried South had not some 
bystanders rescued her, 

A colored boy, born at Harrisburg, Pa., we learn from the Trihum of 
March Vth, w:\s kidnapped in Pennsylvania in February, by some slave- 
huntei's, and has not been heard of since. 

The Philadelphia Ledger reports 'the case of a black man named 
Thomas TIall, an honest, sober and industrious man, who wjis stolen at 
West Cala township, Pa., by three men, who burglariously entered 
house, felled him with a bludgeon, and dealt severe blows at his vvifc' 

e has not been heard from. 

In the Criminal Court, in Philadelphia, in Marcli, George P\ Alberti 
J d J. Frisby Price' were put on trial for kidnapping Catharine Thomp- 
s and child, colored p ersons. The testimony against the accused was 
strong. The jury returned a verdict of guilty, and both prisoners wer 
sent to Moyamensing prison. 

Kidnapping is not confined to the free St-atcs. The Baltimore corre- 
spondent of the Tribune states, February 3d, that *' quite a system of 
kidnapping has been earned on between Kent and Queen Ann's counties, 
Md., and Baltimore city, for some months past;" and adds the following: — 

nie gang were finally ferreted out, and two ringleaders, named Moffitt and 
Price, and several auxiliaries, have been arrested, hold to bail, or conimittt?d to 
answer fur their outrages. Their plan of operations lias been to catch an unwary 
nftgro boy or girl in the country, take him or her to a private house, and keep ^liem 
till an op'portunity was affordetl to bring thcni to lialtimore. Here no difficulty 
was experienced ni eelling them to the numerous .slave-dfortlers with whom our city 
is cursed, and, no representations of the poor negro being heeded, their fate is 
sealed. 

A few days since a Mr. Spear, of Ke!it county, had a servant girl spirited away, 
and as he did not believe she liad absconded, he suspected this ki(Uiapping gang. 
Accordingly he came to the city, and, by the aid of asi officer, in the cwurstf of a 
day, found his girl at the slave depot of the Messrs. Campbell, West Pratt street 
Messrs. Campbell showed a legal bill of sale made out in the names of Moffitt and 
Price, in which it was cvidencefl that they had paid ?425 for the girl Of cours^i 
her mtister demanded and obtained her. 

The charire made bv foreigners and some of our own citi7.eni<, that we 
are a slavehoiding nation; has been stoutly denied, notwithstanding the 
notorious fact that in various wavs slavery and the domestic slave-trade 
have been patronized and extended by the National Government The 
Fugitive Slave Bill has made us a slavehoiding nation, so far as it could 
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be done by those who enacted it or have sustained it. Tlie authorities 
of the United States — legislative, judicial and executive — have not only 
conibined to sustain slavery and to recover fugitives, but to make, under 
heavy penalties, every citizen of the country a participant. What more 
is necessary to constitute this a slaveholding nation ? The fact is, we 
have for many yeai*s been verging in that direction, in defiance alike of 
the foundation principles of the government, and of the precepts and exam- 
ples of its illustrious founders. We need only allude to the Constitution, 
in which the words slave and slavery are studiously avoided ; to tlfe Or- 
dinance of 178*7, which placed hmits to the extension of slavery; and 
to the action of Jay, Franklin, and their associates, in forming societies 
for the abolition of slavery ; in contrast with the numerous acts of the 
General Government at subsequent periods, several of which we shall 
hereafter enumerate, for the encouragement and perpetuation of slavery 
and the domestic slave-trade. 

The slaveholders of this country have, within a few yeai-s p?tst, made 
desperate efforts to strengthen and extend the " peculiar institution" on 
^this continent, and have repeatedly, with the concurrence of Northern men, 
been too successful. This has emboldened many of them openly to avow 
tlieir dctcj'mi nation to sustain slavery at all hazards, and to persist in 
wielding the powers of the General Government in aid of their design. 
This class pretend that the theory of Jefferson and Madison, with reference 
to the equality of man, is an exploded doctrine,* and that the institution 
of slavery is to be perpetual in this country.]* 

The attempt to bring the -Northern States into an acquiescence in the 
infamous Fugitive Slave Bill, and thus to familiarize them with the atro- 
cities of slavery, will meet, we trust, a great discomfiture. Thus the 
odious Bill, and the system from which it sprung, will sink to a lower 
depth of hate. No measure hns ever been devised, so well adapted as 
this to open tlie eyes of Northern citizens to their rights and the true 
character of slavery. The Bill has induced the free citizens of the North 
to revert to the original principles upon which the government was founded, 
and to refresh their memories as to their rights and privileges under 
the Common Law and the reciprocal obligations of the States. Agitators 
not only, but calni and reflecting men, are discussing these things in the 
ligl itof the Revolution, the Declaration of Independence, and the Constitu- 
tion. It cannot be that this discussion will result in any thing less than 
a determination to bring the administration of the country back to original 

"5^- Mr. Barnwell's speech in the Senate of the United St.'ites, Evening Post, July 
13, 1850. 

f Mr, Woodfni, in the Senate of North-Carolina, said, in January, 1851 : "Sir, I 
have no uneasiness about the fate of slavery in the South. Whatever change it. may 
occasion in governments, or however much we may differ about forms of govern- 
ment. al)()ut State policy and national associations, that institution is as unalterably 
identified with the South as the climate and the leading Southern staples." 
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principles, and to wrest the government from tlie usurped c<)ntro! of those 
who would fasten upon the nation the stigma of being the last in Chris- 
tendom to sustain chattel slavery. 

We see nothing in the ^^<ici that associations are formed in cities and 
other places trading extensively with the South, or that pro-slavery * 
pulpits render their aid to susUiin tlie tottering institution, to dishearten 
the friends of liberty in the prospect. The law of nature and the promises 
of God afford ample encouragement that slavery is short-lived. From the 
rank soil of cities may be expected to break out physical revolution, with 
its riots, its emeutes and its bloodshed. But not to such movements do 
we look. The moral revolutions througli which the cause of Freedom 
shall triumph spring up among the yeomanry, and gain in the country the 
vigorous, sturdy growth, to which at last the cities nnist succumb. 

It must not be forgotten that the power of sympathy is an essential ele- 
ment in every moral enterprise. This was manifested at tlie introduction 
of Christianity, and has been experienced in every age of the world. On 
the page of ecclesiastical history it is Vrritten : " Tlie blood of liie mar- 
tyi-s is the seed of the Church ;" and on the record of political aimals is in- 
scribed : "The voice of my brother's blood cries from the ground 1" When 
Knibb, the missionary, addressed public Jissemblies in England respecting 
the atrocities that had been committed in Jamaica, on the jiroperty of the 
mission and the pei*sons of the slaves, he so awakened the sympathy of 
the British peoj)le that they came out in their m.'ijesty and decreed the 
death of colonial slavery. Neither they nor tlic plantei's now regret 
the event. The operation^of the Fugitive Slave Bill Im\s awakened, for 
the first time, a general sympathy in tlie people of the free States for the 
victims of oppression. It may be that attempts to enforce this act wiM be 
instrumental in deepening this sympathy, until the North shall resolve, its 
unariimously as did the peo})le of Great Britain, that slavery sliall cease. 
When this state of things aiTi\ es, the great body of the phnitei-s of the 
United States will, it is to be hoped, be as considerate as were the ])lanters of 
the British West Indies, and submit to a dire necessity, fraught as tliey 
may afterwards understand with blessings u})on themselves and tlieir pos 
terity. 

The pavSsage and enforcement of this Bill may justly be looked u})0u as 
a persecution of those Christians who conscientiously believe its i^rovi* 
sions are contrary to the divine law. They, as well as others, are required 
to aid in the execution of an enactment that they believe is contrary to 
the religion of Christ, and are made liable, for refusing so to do, to fines and 
imprisonment. And as there is no probability that the contest now pr<i- 
vailing between the advocates of the higher law and the supporters of the 
lower law will cease until the triumph of the first is firmly eslvablished, this 
persecution will probably continue during the w'hole of this moral warfare. 
If such persecution is tamely submitted to, other encroachments will doubt- 



56 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



Jess be made. It should therefore be resisted by all possible constitutional, 
egal, and Christian measures, under a sense of obligation to God, and to 
the laws of the land made in conformity to His supreme law. 

The English nation was aroused to action chiefly in consequence of the 
persecution of the missionaries in Jamaica. This opened the eyes of the 
nation to the atrocities of slaveholding. The perspcution of tlie colored 
people of this country, and of their friends, should enkindle equal feeling 
here. It will do so unless the consciences of men are seared, and their 
moral ^ense perverted by the practice of iniquity, the love of money, and 
the false teachings of ethical and clerical demagogues. In this country, 
more than in any other, are the people responsible for the continuance of 
slavery, and for its contaminating influence in Church and State. We 
choose our law-makers ; they arc our representatives ; and therefoi*e every 
elector is responsible in a high degree for the prevalence of an unrighteous 
system, and for the cruel enactments that sustain it. 
' The Church, as is well known, is deeply implicated in the sin of slave- 
holding, but few persons arc aware of its extent among the various denom- 
inations. Our agent in New-^fexico, previous to his departure for that 
^country, published some important statistics on this subject, that show 
" there is no element by which the down-trodden and bleeding slave is 
held in durance vile so eflcctive as the ecclesiastical power." We extract 
the following from the tables published by him : — 

nenominations. Ministors. Members. No. of Slavest. 

Metliodistfl* 5.080 l,n8,G3'7 219.563 

Presbyterians, Old and NcAV Schools, 8,264 333,458 77,000 

Baptists, 6,598 812,921 125.000 

CampbelUtes, .... 101,000 

Episcopalians, 1,404 67,560 88,000 

Other denominations, - - - 50,000 



Total number of slaves held by ministers of the gospel and 

members of the different Protestant Churches, - - - 660,563 

The denominations above cited have under their control 89 colieffes 
with 5,406 students, and 20 theological seminaries with about 100 stu- 
dents. vSome of these colleges and seminaries have been built and en- 
dowed partly by the sale of slaves, and all are looking for slaveholding 
patronage. When we contemplate the above ficts, and consider the 
influence which the Church and the ministry have in this country, it is 

* Of the 219,503 slaves owned in the Methodist Church, the greater portion by 
fur are owned in the Church Soutli. The Church Nonb, however, is by no means 
guiltless of the blood of the innocent. She has her churches in the South in which 
slaves are lield, and the owners are in good stimding. Dr. Durbin writes letters 
from Philadelphia to the Virginia slaveholders, to convince them tliat the Church 
North is in no way connected with Abolitionism, and is in every way worthy of 
their confidence and suppnrt. And since the division of that ChuroJ', not a single 
Conference, quarterly or annual, to our knowledge, in the whole North, has declared 
slaveholding a bar to Christian communion, though they have been repeatedly so- 
licited so to do. 
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impossible not to think of the truth contained in the memorable saying 
of the distinguished Albert Barnes : — 

" There is no power out of the Church that could sustain slavery an hour 
if it were not sustained in it." 

The prominent question now before the nation, it will be acknowledged, 
is one as much connected with the moral and religious, as with the polit- 
ical interests of the people. The baneful influence of slavery is felt in 
every department x>f society, and affects injuriously the spiritual as well as 
the temporal welfare of men. And it will either uproot and destroy both 
the political and religiouii institutions of the country, or be it'^elf destroyed 
by them. A slaveholding Christianity is as great an anomaly as a slave- 
holding Democracy. It is therefore a matter of peculiar concern, if 
" righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people," to 
watch with interest the action of ecclesiastical bodies and prominent cleri- 
cal men,, with reference to the part they take in upbuilding or destroying 
tlie fair fabric raised by our forefathers. Having recorded the action of 
various ecclesiastical bodies and clerical gentlemen on the Fugitive Slave 
Bill, and related the doings of the Methodist Churches and the Sociei^^ 
of Friends the past year, on the general subject of slavery, we will now 
turn our attention to what has been done by other denominations. 

The General Assembly of Pjiesbyterians (Old School) is composed 
of those who consider themselves orthodox par excellence. They reside 
in the slave and free States, are generally pro-slavery, and vie with the 
Senate of the United States in dogged hostility to anti-slavery action. 
They profess to believe that slavery is not in itself a sin ; that the abuses 
of the system alone are cognizable by church judicatories ; that Christi- 
anity has very little to do with the politics of a nation ; and tliat coloni- 
zation is the chief remedy for ridding the country, in due time, of the in- 
stitution descended from Abraham and endorsed by the apostles. 

This body held their last annual meeting at Cincinnati in May, 1850. 
Dr. Murray, of New-Jersey, late Moderator, preached the sermon from these 
words : " A glorious church." Dr. Leland, of South-Carolina, Avas elected 
Moderator for the ensuing year. There were tliree candidates, all being 
residents of slave States, and probably slaveholders. Dr. R. J. Brccken- 
ridge, of Kentucky, who is a conspicuous politician as well as ecclesiastic, 
.and who felt a deep sympathy with Mr. Clay in the success of the compro- 
mise measures of the late Congress, moved for a committee to prepare 
a memorial to Congress expressing the views of the Presbyterian body in 
the United vStates in favor of the perpetuity of the Union. The resolution 
was placed on the docket, although anti-slavery petitions in the Assembly 
are seldom read, and generally treated with contempt. Subsec^uently the 
matter was indefinitely postponed by a vote of 103 to 75. 

Rev. Mr. McClure., a delegate to this body from the Congregational 
" General Association of Massachusetts," made a communication expressive 
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of the views of the Association on slavery, accompanied by their " earnest 
but kind and Christian desire" that the General Asserably would take 
such action as would soonest and best free* the Church from all con- 
nection with it ; whereupon Dr. W.L. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, offered 
the following : — 

Resolved, That our delegate to the next General Association of Massachusetts he 
directed to inform that venerable body that this General Assembly must consider 
itself the best judge of the action which it is necessary for it to take as to all sub- 
jects within its jurisdiction ; and that any interference on the part of that General 
Association with its action upon any subject upon which this General Ascembly has 
taken action, is offensive, and must lead to an interruption of the correspondence 
which subsists between that Association and the General Assembly. 

This resolution wa^ adopted, after a brief debate, wdth very few dis- 
senting votes. 

Dr. Plumer, of Baltimore, formerly of Virginia, was appointed to preach 
before the next General Assembly, on the subject of — Romanism. This 
is the preacher who said, at the time the Abolitionists were mobbed, and 
their houses and churches threatened with conflagration, " If Abolitionists 
will set the country in a blaze, it is but fair that they should have the 
fii'st warming of the fire." 

The General Assembly (New School) met at Detroit, also in May last. 
The majority of the members connected with this body are Northern men, 
and profess to take more liberal and scriptural views of theology than the 
other division of the Presbyterian Church. It contains a respectable 
minority who entertain anti-slavery sentiments. Some are decided Aboli- 
tionists. A few members are from churches in slaveholding States ; and 
several are men who once profcvssed to be Abolitionists, but who have 
apostatized. It has been the policy of the latter portion to keep the As- 
sembly so far anti-slavery as to draw off from the other body all affected 
with anti-slavery opinions, and so far pro-slavery as to prevent members 
from the slave States leaving them. 

Nineteen anti-slavery memorials were presented.f They seemed to be 
more decided in their tone than previously. A resolution was introduced 
against the abuses of slavery. It was proposed, in Congressional style, 

* Mr. McClure prefticed the communication by stating that it was not in accord- 
ance with his own feelings or views ; that he was under instructions, and had no alter- 
native, tfec. ; and after the introduction of the resolution, apologized, expressed regret 
at the action of the body he represented, and hoped the fraternal relations of the 
two bodies would not be interrupted. But before he could get out of the house, 
Br. R. J, Breckenridge expressed the hope that the delegate who had been ap- 
pointed to the General Association of next year should remain at home. Dr. Ba- 
ker, of Texas, the delegate, stated to the Assembly his determination to decline 
acting under his commission. The course pursued by Mr. McClure seemed to in- 
vite these insults. In ecclesiastical pro-slavery bodies as in Congress, doughfaceism 
invites insult and aggression, whereas gentlemanly frankness and boldness inspire 
respect. 

f Of these, two were from Synods, thirteen from Presbyteries, one from a 
church, two from private individuals, and one from a body not connected with the 
Assembly. 
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to lay all the memorials on the table, but there was too much anti- 
slavery feeling to allow such a procedure. At length it was agreed 
that one of the memorials should be read ; that any member representing 
a Synod or Presbytery that had sent up a memorial, might call for the 
reading of it ; and that the whole should be sent to a special committee. 
Several were read. Before the Assembly adjourned, Dr. Duffield, chair- 
man of the committee, made a long report, accompanied by a set of 
resolutions. Rev. W. C. Wisner made a minority report, with resolu- 
tions. Rev. Mr. Clarke, of Ohio, and Rev. Mr. Spear offered substitute 
resolutions. The following, being those that accompanied the report of 
the minority, with material amendments, were finally pjissed by a vote 
of 86 ayes to 16 nays : — 

Resolved, 1. That we exceedingly deplore the workings of the whole system of 
slavery as it exists in our country, and is interwoven with the political institutions 
of the slaveholding States, as fraug'it with many and great evils to the civil, 
political and moral interests of those regions where it exists. 

2. That the holding our fellow-men in the condition of slaveiy, except in those 
cases where it is unavoidable by the laws of the State, the obligations of guardian- 
ship, or the demands of humanity, is an offense in the proper import of that term, 
as used in the Book of Discipline, Ch. I. Sec. 3, which should be regarded and 
treated in the same manner as other offenses. 

8. That the Sessions and Presbyteries are, by the Constitution of our Church, 
the courts of primary jurisdiction for the trial of offenses. 

4. That after this declaration of sentiment, the whole subject of slavery, aa it 
exi.'i'ts in the Church, be referred to the Sessions and Presbyteries, to take such 
action thereon as in their judgment the laws of Christianity require." 

It was thought at the time that ratlier ultra anti-slavery resolutions 
had been passed. Consequently the Southern members entered a pro- 
test. The J^ew-Torh Evangelist expressed the belief that the anti- 
slavery tone of the resolutions wfis an advance on former acts. The 
Boston Congregationalist thought the doings of the Assembly very grati- 
fying. The Ohio Central Christian Herald expressed a belief that all 
anti-slavery men would approve the doings of the Assembly, though it 
confessed that " several Southern men voted against the resolutions on 
the ground that they considered it inexpedient to take any further action 
on the subject now, and not because they dissented from the positions 
assumed in them." The New- York Observer remarked that both the 
report of the majority and that of the minority were " conceived in a 
spirit at once of fidelity and charity. Both leave the sin of slave- 
holding in individual cases — the one virtually, and the other expressly-— 
to be judged of, and proceeded with, by the Sessions and Presbyteries." 
The Philadelphia Christian Observer, a rank pro-slavery paper, judged 
differently. " The time for debating the question [slavery] in the Church 
has passed by," said the editor, and intimated that the resolutions, as 
passed, meant very little. Rev. Mr. Stiles spoke ih vindication of slave- 
holding, and yet voted for the resolutions.* 

* Mr, Stiles was at the time pastor of the Mercer street church, Kcw-York, a 
Southerner by birth and wesociations. After the adjournment of the Assembly he 
published his speech in that body, with an Appendix containing extravagant 'pro- 
slavery sentimeuta. Many of his people were offended, and this circumstance, in 
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It is obvious enough that the resolutions adopted are unmeaning, and 
that the action of the Assembly was a retrograde step. We doubt not 
that the editors who approved the resolutions did it hastily. Some of 
the anti-slavery members of the Assembly, who rejoiced in the passage 
of the resolutions, found on closer examination that they had mistaken 
the shadow for the substance ; and the Southern members who made the 
protest must have felt that the labor had been wholly unnecessary. The fact 
is, there was a good deal of anti-slavery feeling in the xYssembly, so much 
that the resolutions reported by the majority of the committee could not 
pass. It was confidently expected that the strong anti-slavery resolu- 
tions reported by the minority of the committee would be adopted. A 
struggle then ensued between the anti-slavery, pro-slavery and conserva- 
tive portions of the Assembly. Various amendments were proposed, 
some of Avhich were adopted, and on the final passage of the resolutions 
both tlie nnti-slavery and pro-slavery members imagined the resolutions 
had passed substantially as reported. This intelligence was spread 
abroad, and hence the encomiums of a part of the anti-slavery press. 
It was found, liowever, after the smoke of the contest had cleared away, 
that slavery had escaped with only a slight scratch. The remark of 
Stiles, afterwards made, was not far from the truth : *' A series of resolu- 
tions drawn up by a committee, composed of opposite parties, is always 
a singularly mixed production." 

It will be seen that the sin of slaveholding is not condemned by the 
Assembly. The "workings" or "abuses" of the system are merely 
"deplored." The many and great "evils" are lamented. It will be 

SEEN ALSO THAT THE EXCEPTIONS ALLUDED TO IN THE SECOND RESO" 
LUTION WILL BE MADE TO EMBRACE NEARLY EVERY INSTANCE OP 

SLAVEHOLDING IN THE Church. Scssious and PresbyteHes composed 
of slaveholders (and such will in most cases bo the judicatories for the 
trial of these offenses) will hold that no slaves are held by church-members 
except where it is "unavoidable by the laws of the State, the obligations 
of guardianship, or the demands of humanity." What remains then 
will be considered " an offense," subject to discipline ! In view of the 
whole proceedings, must not the act of the Assembly be considered un- 
worthy of a body of honest men ? 

The spirit of this General Assembly, as to the slavery question, it has 
been well observed, "may be judged of by what they refused to do, 
as by what they did." Be it known, then, that they refused to pass tlie 
f«;llowing, presented by Rev. W. C. Clark, of Ohio : — 

Wfiereafi, according to the decision of the General Assembly of 1849, (see 
Minutes, p. 187,) " the system of slavery, as it exists in these United States, is in- 
trinsically an unrighteous and oppressive system, and is opposed to the prescrip- 



connection with other causes of dr -^tisfaction, led to his resignation. To the 
astonishment of not a few, Mr. Stj'uc was immediately appointed a Secretary of 
the American Bible Society, to labor especially at the South ! 
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tions of the law of Ood, to the spirit and precepts of the gospel, and to the best 
interests of humanity;" therefore, 

Resolved, Tliat voluntary slaveholding be regarded as presumptive evidence of 
guilt, and should be treated by the lower judicatories as an olfeuseas defuiud by the 
Book of Discipline, Chapter L, Section 3. 

They also rejected the following, presented by W. B. F. Smith, an 
Elder from the Third Presbytery of Philadelphia : — 

Resolved, That this Assembly exceedingly deplores the existence of the system 
of slaveholding in this country, it being in the judgment of th« Assembly, jpri/na 
facie, an offense within the meaning of our Book of Discipline. 

Resolved, That although the Assembly will not affirm that there are no circum- 
stances in which an individual proved to be a slaveholder may be placed that will 
.take away from him the guilt of this offense, yet in the judgment of the Assembly, 
the burden of showing the existence of such circumstances rests upon him. 

Resolved, therefore, That the Assembly, in the exercise of its constitutional 
prerogative, and in the performance of an enjoined duty, docs hereby bear ila 
solemn testimony against this immorality, and urges upon the lower judicatories to 
deal with it according to the principles herein indicated, in conformity with the 
rules of discipline of the Church. 

Surely anti-slavery men in this Assembly will not be satisfied Avith 
such a weak and inefficient set of resolutions; and editors who havo 
commended, them will, on maturer reflection, form a more correct opin- 
ion of their impot<ince and mockery, as it respects tbo ultimate result. 
Better for the Assembly to come out boldly, as tiieir brethren of tho 
Old School have, in defense of the system, and denial of the necessity 
of discipline, in defiance of what Presbyterians of both schools declared, 
when they composed a united body.* 

It will be useful to refresh the memory of the Christian public with 
the doings of the General Assembly in past times. In 1794, when reli- 
gious men vied with statesmen in stigmatizing slavery as it deserves, 
and in efforts to bring about its abolition, the General Assembly 
adopted the following as a note to the eighth commandment ; — 

1 Tim. i. 10. — The law is made for man-stealers. This crime among the 
Jews exposed the perpetrators of it to capital punishment, (Exodus xxi, 15,) and 
the apostle here classes them with sinners of tho first rank. The word lie uses, in 
its original import, comprehends all who are concerned in bringing juiy of tho 
human race into slavery, or in retaining them in it. Stealers of men are all those 
who bring r)ff slaves or freemen, and keep, sell, or bw/ them. To steal a freeman, 



* Tije General Assembly, at their meeting at ITtica, N. Y., May, 1851, after a 
debate on the slavery question, adopted by " an overwhelming majority," the fol- 
lowing resolution. Very little other business was attended to. Both the Old 
School and New School papers congratulate their readers that the subject that has 
80 long agitated the Oliurch is happily settled. One of them states that President 
Fillmore and Attorney General Crittenden " markedly congratulated some of the 
Commissioners, at Utica, on the results of the discussion ; and felt that its effects 
would be widely and variedly beneficial." 

"That the Assembly have reason to be thankful to Divine Providence for the 
wisdom and prudence vouchsafed to the la^t Assembly, in coming to conclusions 
on this vexed question, which have so generally met with the acquiescence of tho 
Church at this crisis; and that it seems obviously our privilege and duty at the 
present session to leave the whole subject as it was placed by that action, without 
further agitation, and to unite in devout thanksgiviug, for such an adjustment of 
Uiis subject, as leaves us undividedly and undistractedly to give our energies to 
Ihe great work of our Master." 
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says Grotius, is the highest kind of theft. In other instances we only steal human 
property, but when we steal or retain men in slavery, we seize those who, in com- 
mon with ourselves, arc constituted, by the original grant, lords of the earth. 

In 1815, tlie General Assembly "assure ail cliurches under their care, 
that they view with the deepest concern any vestiges (!) of slavery 
which may exist in our country." 

In 1816, after the invention of Whitney's cotton gin, and the conse- 
quent increase of trade, which seemed to bewitch the people both in and 
out of the Church, the General Assembly, while it called slavery " a mourn- 
ful evil," directed that the above note should be erased. 

In 1818, however, the following resolution was adopted : — 

" We consider th6 voluntary enslaving of one part of th« human race by another 
as a gross violation of the most precious and sacred rights of human nature ; as 
uUcrly inconsistent with the laws of God, which are, to love our neighbor as our- 
flelves; and as totally irreconcilable with the spirit and principles of the gospel 
of Christ, which enjoins that all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them." . . . And, "it is manifestly the duty of all 
Chri8#ans who enjojr the light of tlie present day ... as speedily as possible to 
efface this blot on our holy religion and to obtain the complete abolition of slavery 
throughout Christendom, and if possible, throughout the world." 

The above rcusolutions were adopted before the division of tlie Presby- 
terian Church. 

In ] 846, the General Assembly (New School) resolved that " the 
system of slavery is intrinsically an unrighteous and oppressive system, 
and is opposed to the prescriptions of the law of God, to the spirit 
and precepts of the gospel, and to the best interests of humanity. 
... Yet we would not undertake to determine the degree of moral 
turpitude on the part of individuals involved in it." 

They also resolved that they would not " pronounce a judgment of 
general and promiscuous condemnation, nor withhold ecclesiastical and 
Christian fellowship from them," (all who stood in the relation of masters 
and slaves;) and that they believed, "that separation and secession 
among the churches and their members, are not the methods that God 
approves and sanctions for the reformation of his Church."* 

In 1849, this body resolved: — 

That in the judgment of this Assembly, these declarations of former General 
Assemblies bear .nn explicit, frank, honest, and honorable testim6ny against the 
evils of shiver}^ and they ought to be known and read of all men. 

The American Board op Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
the largest and most influential missionary association in this country, 

♦ This seems a very loose and unscriptural mode of expression, and a determina- 
tion at variance with the Scripture, as it regards discipline. Because they could 
not see their way clear to pronounce a condemnation on all slaveholders, and with- 
hold f»;llowship from all, they decline doing it, with respect to any. And God, it is 
intimated, does not approve of "separation and secession among the churches." 
This is said without reservation! But what says the Scripture? "Wherefore, 
come out from among them, [the " world and workers of iniquity. '■— Clarke ; " aught 
that pertained to idolatry or iniquity."— /Scf>«,] and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclejxn thing." Why the General Assembly should resolve that 
they would not withhold Christian fellowship from all who stood in the relation of 
" slaves," does not appear. 
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took no action at its last annual meeting in aid of emancipation. A 
printed circular, signed by several ministers and laymen of the State of 
New-York, containing strictures upon the Board for its supposed pro- 
slavery character, was, it seems, distributed among the members. Dr. 
Anderson made a pubhc reply to it, and stated that the siguere to the 
circular w,ere " known as friends and patrons of the American Mission- 
ary Union ;" meaning, as is supposed, the American Missionary Associa- 
tion, which is avowedly and consistently an anti-slavery body of Chris- 
tians. It is true that some of the signers are known to be contributors 
to the treasury of the Association, but the circular was prepared, we 
learn, without the knowledge or concurrence of its Committee; and it is 
somewhat o^ratuitous in the Secretai'v of the A. B. C. F. M. to cast an 
oblique censure upon another missionary Society, which appears to be 
provoking the old Board to good v/orks. 

We concur with the signers to the circular in several of the exceptions 
taken, but all we have to do with the subject relates to that part of the 
circular which refers to the doings of the Board on the subject of 
slavery. They say, in reference to the annual meeting of the Board at 
Brooklyn: — 

By the action of that meeting, we understand it to be the adopted sentiment of 
the A, B. C. F. M., that pol^'gamy, war, caste, slavery, and civil oppression, are 
sins of the State, rather than of indmduah ; and hence, that for such things men 
are liot to be reproved, as they are for lying, Sabbath-breaking, fraud, kc. In 
regard to professed convert»s from heathenism, the Board teach, (see tlieir Report, 
T). 7,) that being gathered into cliurches, tlien"thc master may be prepared to 
oreak the bonds of the slave, and the oppressive ruler led to dispense justice to 
the subject, and the proud Brahmin fraternally to embrace the man of low 
caste, Ac." 

The circular intimates nothing in the above extracts, that is not true, 
aB the report of the Board alluded U-y will show. Slave mfistors are in 
the churches gathered by its missionaries, among the Cherokees and 
Choct^iws ; " oppressive rulers " are or were in those at tlic Sandwich 
Islands; and " proud Brahmins " in those of India, all welcomed and 
chei ished as " children of the great household of God ! " 

Complaint is made that the Board send or appoint agents in commu- 
nities of slaveholders, to solicit co-operation and funds, thus acknowledging 
them to be Christian brethren, countenancing them in the wicked system 
of slavery, and accepting the gains of oppression for the treasury of the 
Lord. These Christian ministers and laymen also complain that slaves 
are hired at the mission stations of their mastere, and that thus a Sanc- 
tion is given to the conduct of those who rob men of their wages. 
And, in a respectful manner and kind spirit, they implore the Board to 
discountenance the practices of which they complain. Surely such 
remonstrants deserve the thanks of the Board and its friends, and not 
their sneei-s or rebuke, for their fidelity, especially when the Board is — 
slowly it must be acknowledged — abandoning the ground heretofore 
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• taken with regard to tlie evil practices of which such just complaint is 
made. 

The American Home Missionary SociEir sustains, at the present 
time, sixty-three* missionaries in the slave States,* most if not all of 
whom, it is believed, receive slaveholders to church fellowship, and collect 
funds indiscriminately, as they are able, for the common treasury of the 
Society. The facts that its missionaries are steadily increasing in slave 
States, that they abstain from all interference with slavery in the churches 
to which they minister, and that the Society takes no steps, so far as the 
public knows, to induce these churches to refrain from affording countenance 
to the .ilaveholding system, and to institute discipline and refuse fellowship 
with referc'ico to slaveholders, have aroused the attention of anti-slavery 
Christians in various parts of the country. And in view of what they 
deem a tacit connivance at tlie slave system on the part of the Society, some 
feel constrained to withdraw personal services, and others pceuniary aid, 
from a missionary association they otherwise most cordially approve. 
In evidence of this we extract the foUowinoj : — 

NorthiDoMerri Gazetteer, for Feb. 2t, eontairis the following Memorial to the 
Executive Couimitteo of tlie Anicrican Home Missionary Society. We under.stand 
that the nioveniont coiniDcnced with a few of the Society's mission&riea in Iowa, but 
it now promises to be somewhat extousive. The publication of the Memorial is ac- 
companied by an Appeal to the l-iVicnds and PoAron&^thc MiHsioriarie& and Churches 
contributing to or aided h\) the American Home Missionary Society. 

"MEMORIAL. 

'■''To the Execulive Cnmmillee of /he Home Missionary Sociely : 

The undersigned, Ministers, Elders, and Deacons of churches aided by 
or conti ibuting to your Society, respectfully pray that you will adopt iu 
Comniittee, a rule of appropriations under which churches in slave States, 
applying for aid in supporting the gospel, shall be asked whether the 
members are allowed to hold slaves, and if so, that no aid be granted such 
churches hereafter opjHying, until the objection shall be removed." 

We rejoice in this movement, because it comes from a right source, and is emi- 
nently kind towards the body wliich it memorializes. It seeks to detach the Mis- 
sionary Society from the support of slavery, because it behoves the enslaving of men 
to b(^ sin, and because it is believed that the imrcbuked fellowshipping of the slave- 
holder as a good Christian brother, counteracts all tlie elForts made by the friends of 
tiio Society for the overthrow 'of this sui. 

The conductors of this Society are desirous, we doubt' not, of being as 
anti-slavery in their operations as they think prudence will admit. In the 

Home Missionary'''' for November, 1850, is an excellent article in reply 
to one of tlie Society's correspondents, who desired them to send mission- 
aries who would " let politics alone," and "let slavery alone." The Secre- 
taries say : — 

* T[\Q statement made in the Aiuiual Report of the A. H. M. S., with reference to 
tl»e number of their missionaries in Southern States, will mislead some, unless they 
reflect that the distribution is made in the Report according to the geographical 
divisions of the country, instead of the popular use of terms. In tlie Report 17 aro 
stsited to be located m " Southern States," and 488 in "Western States and Terri- 
tories." Included in the last division ai-c 40 in tlie slave States Tennessee, Kentucky, 
aud Missouri, 
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There is no use in blinking the fact that this admitted evil is a great hindrance 
to the spread of religion, to education, to moral and social prosperity ; aiid no one 
will deny that the gospel is its moat direct and appropnate remedy. But if the 
preacher of the gospel be proliibited from U>uc}iing tlie evil intli the reme/Jy, where 
18 the inducement to send him ? Such appeals for missionaries react against those 
who make them. Tlney discourage missionary effort by taking away one of its great 
motives. They turn away missionaries to other fields. They indirectly injure i}icm 
ministers who .'ire laboring in slave States, implying that they are aU silent on tliis 
subject ; whereas, tliere are nofe a few whose raoutiis are not jmd cannot be slmt, but 
who are, quietly and prudently indeed, but yet faithfully and successfully, trying the 
potency of the gospel upon th^s great evil If our friends in tlie slave States wish 
us to send missionaries, or wish to induce missionaries to come to them, tliey must 
not prescribe an^ conditions which shall fetter the free action of intelligent and God- 
feanng men, actmg on their sincere convictions of the nature and requironients cf the 
religion of Cluist. 

Admirable. But how can a Society, whose organ iittere such a "cer* 
tain sound," sustain correspondents, or support missionaries preaching 
statedly to churches composed in part or wholly of slaveholdei-s, without 
rebuking or disciplining them for their sin ? Such appeals as are given 
above, wo are told, " turn away missionaries to other fields." Doubtless. 
The more conscientious the missionary, the more likely to be thus aflected. 
And will not the attempt of the officers, thus to combine the utterance 
of such noble truths with the support of ministers preaching unrebukingly 
t^ siaveholding churches, divert the sympathy and aid of tlie Christian 
community from the Society itself? Already has similar inconsistency 
deprived it of excellent missionaries, produced remonstrances, alienated 
confidence, and, as we believe, grieved the Holy Spirit. 

The ground assumed by the apologists of the Society for the silence of 
its missionaries in slave States on the subject of slavery, we understand 
to be this : If the missionaries arc required to preach against the sin of 
siaveholding, and to refuse to tolerate it in the churches to which they 
minister, they will be driven away, and thus churches and community be 
deprived of gospel privileges, A similar defense is set up by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, and the American Sunday-School Union, for declining 
to publish any work on the sinfulness of American slavery. 

Undoubtedly there would be difficulty. But the vital question to bo 
met lies here : Is it right to preach an emasculated gospel ? The great 
Founder of Christianity and his chosen apostles — was this their practice ? 
Among idolaters, were their lips silent on the sin of idolatry? Among 
the lascivious, did they omit to denounce licentiousness? Nay, verily. 
In all its fulness and integrity, at every hazard, they preached the gospel, 
the WHOLE GOSPEL. Tho "sapping and mining" process was no device of 
theii's. It was not their policy, for the sake of quiet, or of maintaining 
their place and influence in any community, to be silent on the specific 
sins there cherished. Difficulty in proclaiming a true gospel is not con- 
fined to the region where American slavery maintains its monuments. 
"I came," said Jesus Christ, "not to send peace, but a sword." It is the 
predicted effect of Christianity to excite anxious inquiry, stir up opposi- 
6 
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tion, snap the closest ties of life, and reveal to a man his deadliest foes in 
his own household. 

From neither the Bible, Histoiy, nor Reason, can we draw encourage- 
ment in preaching a gospel that shall be silent on the specific and crying 
sins of men, in the hope of retaining position and influence among them. 
Not by sapping and mining, by manoeuvring and concealment of the 
whole counsel of God, has the Church acliieved its triumphs. Its great 
Head reached the crown through the cross ; and always the seed of the 
Church has been the blood of the martyrs. It is the winds of opposition, 
produced by faithful preaching, that carry the gospel truth far and wide, 
and in the result produce rich harvests. Is it not then a short-sighted 
pohcy, as well as an unsafe departure from the example of Christ and his 
apostles, to inculcate any thing less than a full gospel ? Do not both 
principle and policy unite in showing that success waits only on uncompro- 
mising fidehty and courage ? And shall not Christians among us insist 
that the missionaries whom they sustain be found faithful to their ti'ust ; 
and that the Societies to which tliey give their contributions shall keep 
themselves clear from the blood of all men, by refusins: in any wav to be 
implicated in, or give countenance to, the guilt of churches involved in 
slaveholding ? 

Is it said, the responsibility of admitting slaveholders to the privileges 
of the Church, and neglecting to discipline them, rests upon the churches to 
which the missionaries of the Home Missionary Society preach ? It is true 
that the churches, or the sessions of the churches, have the decision of these 
questions ; but the officiating minister is the moderator of the church or the 
session, often as such has the casting vote, and usually possesses an influ" 
ence sufficient to turn the scale when there is a division 01 sentiment. 
The missionary cannot tiien, any more than the "Society that sustains 
him, throw the responsibility of admitting slaveholders to church privi- 
leges, or neglecting to discipline such offenders, from himself, upon the 
church to which he ministers. He may intimate, in his discourses and 
conversation, his opposition to sla\'ery, and its inconsistency with Chris- 
tianity ; but if, at the same time, he recognizes the Christian character of 
slaveholders, admits them to the membership of the Church, administen?- 
to them the holy ordinances of the Church, he acts in an individual as well 
as ministerial capacity, and sanctions the sin of slaveholding. If he merely 
preached to such persons with Christian fidelity, the case would be other- 
wise; but when he goes beyond this, and aids in introducing slaveholdei's 
to the Church, or fellowships them as Christians in good and regular 
standing, both he, and the Society that sustains him, with a- full knowl- 
edge and approbation of his conduct, must be considered greatly cen- 
surable. 

It is acknowledged by all who profess to believe that slavery is a moral 
evil, that it will be eventually subverted by the gospel. Even men who 
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claim that slayery was tolerated under the Mosaic dispensation, and that 
Christ and the apostles did not forbid it, consent to this. Bwu it is obvious 
that an exposition of the gospel that tolerates such an iniquity cannot 
be efficacious in subverting it. A different kind of exposition is necessary 
before the evil will be seen in all its atrocity, before it will be universally 
considered utterly inconsistent with x Christian profession. The axe must 
be laid at the root of the tree. A gospel thus understood and preached, 
and none other, will be the means of the " pulling down of strongholds," 
with respect to slavery and fill other iniquities. It is because we feel 
the truth of these sentiments, and deeply lament the course taken by 
those who think otherwise, that we are constrained to expostulate with 
the managers of societies who, while professing to be anti-slavery in their 
principles, encourage the practice of slaveholding, and thus, as we believe, 
make the gospel, which is anti-slavery in all its principles and tendencies, 
a minister of sin. 

Some, w e know, arc entangled in their apprehensions of duty, on account 
of the obligation resting upon them, lis they think, not to introduce ques- 
tions of moral reform not contemplated at the formation of the associa- 
tions or societies w^ith which they and persons connected with slavery 
are confederated. They reason thus : The constitutions of these societies 
are similar to the Constitution of our government ; by uniting ourselves 
to them, we have virtually consented that we would co-operate to carry 
them on to the exclusion of every thing not specifically named; and we 
have no right nov? to insist upon measures that will of necessity drive 
away those who have equal rights with ourselves. In answer to such 
objections it may be said, the majority of a Society have an undoubted 
right to conduct its afiairs agreeably to the intent of its founders, pro- 
vided that intent is consistent with the gospel of Christ. If tliey find 
that the principles of association restrict them in the performance of 
duty, or require them to do manifest wrong, they have a right to revise 
the articles of asso<iiation, and so amend them as to give free scope to 
their obligations to God and man. Disaffected membei*s can retire with- 
out just cause of compttiint against their associates. This is, we believe, a 
correct principle with regard to civil and ecclesiastical associations. It 
cannot be supposed that God will sanction men in doing wrong, or refraining 
from doing right. Christians, in their associated as well as in their individ- 
ual capacity, are under solemn obligations to inculcate truth unmixed with 
error, and, both by precept and example, to exhibit Christianity in its 
entire strictness, spirituality and thoroughness. Times and seasons may 
be innocently selected according to the judgment of men, but who will 
dare suppress any part of the commission given to the ambassador? of 
Christ? 

Rev. John G. Fee, of Kentucky, formerly one of the missionaries of the 
Society, which he left because of what he deemed its pro-slavery charac- 
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tor, and connected bimself with the American Missionary Association, has 
daring the past year gathered a second church in that State on anti- 
slavery principles. He has not found it an easy task, but in the success 
that has attended his efforts, he finds evidence of the Divine approbation. 
He is a witness to the fact that an anti-slavery gospel can be preached in 
a slaveholding community, and that under it slaveholders will renounce 
the sin, and embrace a religion that affords no countenance to chatt-el 
slavery. Mr. Fee reports to the Society that employs him as follows : — 

The good accomplished here is not confined to 'he little church gathered under 
so many adverse circumstances, but is felt by all denominations of Christians, and 
in all the surrounding country is agitating the public mind on the subject of slavery, 
,and eliciting from many ministers and churches sermons and expressions on the 
subject, and on the duty of Christians to vathhold all fellowship from the slave- 
holder. 

Mr. Fee, speaking of a member of his church, employed as a colpor- 
teur for the Society with which he is connected, reports : — 

One of our members is travelling over the State as a colporteur, visiting all 
classes from house to house, talking with them freely on the subject of personal 
religion, selling the Tract Society's publicationri, giving Bibles to such slaves as cjin 
read, talking with slaveholders and non -slaveholders about the sinfulness of slave- 
holding, and the guilt of fellowshipping it in the Christian Church, and leaving at 
almost every house anti-slavery documents, illustrative of these points. And now 
we want a more complete assortment of anti-slavery tracts. 

The colporteur j^luded to was arrested at the instance of a member of 
the Baptist Church, on a charge of enticing away a slave, but on trial was 
acquitted. Another person has since taken his place, and is laboring 
successfully, distributing the Bible,* Address to Non-Slaveholdei^, and 
other anti-slavery publications. The Committee of the A. and F. A. S. S. 
have in press a revised edition of a manual, containing an examination 
of the passages in Scripture claimed by the defenders of slavery as sus-. 
taining the practice of slaveholding ; a comprehensive tract, showing in 
the light of the Bible, the sinfulness of slaveholding ; and another tract 
on the duty of Christians to have no church fellowship with slaveholders. 
All of them are written by Mr. Fee, and are intended for circulation by 
the anti-slavery citizens of slave States. 

* In a speech before the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1850, Hon. Abbott 
Lawrence, Minister of the United States at the Court of St. James, made the following 
excellent remark : " I say that it is a duty to place this book in the hands of every 
human being that can read it; and if there are those who caimot read it, it Ls our 
duty to teach them to read and understand its inspirations. [Hear, heai.] " It is 
proper to say here that the American Bible Society intrusts the distribution of the 
Bible to its auxiliaries. Should it not see that, in case of the neglect of any auxil- 
iary to distribute the Bible to slaves who can read, or who, if poissessed of a Bible 
or Testament, would learn to read or be read to, that measures be taken to supply 
the delinquency? It has been understood that the Society keeps a Bible "Fund 
for Slaves," but this is a mistake , no separate account is kept. All the money 
given to the Society, wh* ther for slaves" or other objects, goes into a common 
treasury, and none is set apart specially to furnish the slaves with Bibles. The Society 
gives Bibles liberally to all who apply, if proper subjects of this charity, but does 
not undertake to supply the slaves. This is, however, done by the American Mis- 
sionary Association, which has employed colporteurs for that very purpose. 
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We have previously mentioned the action of the Amerioak Missioif- 
AB.Y Association on the Fugitive Slave Bill. The missionaries and coi~ 
porteurs of this Society are exerting a good anti-slavery influence in Africa, 
Siam, the Sandwich Islands, Jamaica, Canada, and in the diflferent States 
of the Union. They preach to rulere and people on the sinfulness of 
. slavery, the slave-trade, and oppr(?ssion in all its forms, and their labors 
have been very successful. The Kaw-Mendi mission,, Africa^ has been very 
successful in abolishing the internal slave-trade in all that region of country, 
and putting an end to devastating wars which are often made to obtain 
slaves to sell to the foreign traders who hover on the coast. Besides a 
large number of foreign missionaries, the Association sustains upwards 
of twenty home missionaries, who are exerting a beneficial influence in 
building up Sunday-schools and churches that regard anti-slavery pHnci- 
ples an important part of Christianity. 

A Convention at Cincinnati during the past year formed the Western 
Home and Foreign Missionary Association, It is disconnected with 
slavery, and auxiliary to the American Missionary Association. No slave- 
holder is admitted to membership. This Society will not contribute its 
funds to missionaries or churches that " support, countenance or tolerate 
slavery," and it will " endeavor particularly to discountenance slavery, by 
refusing to receive the known fruits of unrequited labor, or to welcome to 
its employment those who hold their fellow-beings as slaves." 

A Christian Anti-Slavery Convention was held at Ottawa, 111., in June 
last, which adopted the following resolutions : — 

1. Reaohedy That the religious organizations — churches, ecclesiastical bodie«, 
and missionary associations, whkh do not arrai/ ihelr infiuence against American 
slavery, are responsible for its existence and continuance, with all its hon-ors md 
abominations ■ and all those who are in connection and fellowship with those bodies 
are individually partakers in the guilt, 

2. Resolved, That tlie liglit which sixteen years' extended and faithful discussion 
has thrown upon the subject of human rights, has brought the churches and great 
religious organizations into a pos^ition where they must eiilicr abjure Americjin 
slavery by disfellowshipping those who practise or defend it ; or forfeit all claim to 
the Christian name, and to a consistent regard for the distinguishing tenets of an 
evangelical faith. 

3. Resolved, That no legislative enactments can moke it wrong fco aid in tlie 
escape of fugi^tive slaves from bondage. And in the event the bill now pending 
before the United Stated Senate for the recapture of fugitive slaves beconics a law, 
we shall feel under obligations to obey God rather than man, disregarding its re- 
quirements. 

The General Association of Illinois, at its last annual meeting, discussed 
the relation of mission Boards to slavery, and passed the following reso- 
lutions : — 

Thiiit it is absurd to expect that public sentiment will ever condemn any prac- 
tice as wrong and sinful, so long as it finds countenance among the leading evan- 
gelical churc-Ses of the community. 

That it is the imperative duty of the Home Mission Society to extend no further 
aid to cljurches which do not take the ground that slaveholding in prima facie evi- 
dence against a man's Christian cliaracter. 

That the A. B. C. F. M, ought to sustain no mifsionary or missionary churche« 
which do not pledge themselves to eradicate the evil from their reJipective bodies, 
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as si^eedily aa sound wisdom will permit, and that it is the duty of tlie Board to 
announce publicly their determination not to sustain tliem. 

That a neglect on the part of these Boards to take speedy and decisive action 
against slavery, hitherto corrupting the gospel through their instrumentality, must 
destroy our confidence, and that of the churclies we represent, in then: trustworthi- 
ness for managing the missionary funds of the Church. 

A Christian An ti- Slavery Convention was held at Medina, Ohio, soon 
after, composed of delegates from many denominations. They went 
tlioroughiy into the matter of considering and discussing the duty of 
protesting against American slavery. No permanent Society was formed, 
but the members of the Convention pledged themselves to separate from 
all churches that fellowship slaveholders. 

At a Convention of New-England Baptists, held at Lowell, Mass., a 
Constitution was formed, the third article of wbicli is as follows : — " This 
Society shall be entirely disconnected from slavery in all its forms, and 
shall not receive the known avails of oppression into its treasury." 

The American Baptist Free Mission Society maintains, strictly, its 
anti-slavery character. It has a mission at Haiti that is exerting a good 
influence, and the college, founded and sustained by the Society, at Mc- 
Grawville, N. Y., is said to be in a flourishing condition. A colored gen- 
tleman received an appointment of Prof(lssor in the institution, and the 
college aims not only to promote sound education, but to discountenance 
caste, and all opposition to freedom. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to learn that students in colleges and mem- 
bers of theological seminaries, instead of being blinded or palsied, by aged . 
pro-slavery teachers, arc using their own judgments with, regard to the 
principles they shall adopt and the measures they will pursue with refer- 
ence to the great reforms of the day. Within a few weeks, a petition has 
been presented in the Senate of Massachusetts, and referred to a special 
committee, from one of the " schools of the prophets." It is as follows : — 

To the Honorable the General Court of the Commomoealth of Massachusetts: 

The undersigned, members of the Theological Seminary in Andover, believing 
that the recent Act of Congress, entitled an " Act to amend and supplementary to 
the Act entitled an Act respecting fugitives from justice and otiier persons escaping 
from the service of their masters," endangers the personal liberty of a portion of 
the inhabitants of this Commonwoalth ; believing moreover that the spirit and 'the 
provisions of said Act contravene the moral sentiments olF a majority of our citi- 
zens and the law of God, do respectfully petition your honorable body — 

First, — to adopt such measures as your wisdom may dictate and your constitntional 
obligations allow, for securing those safeguards of personal liberty which rightfully 
belong to the citizens of a free and Christian State ; and second, — to request the 
Senators and Representatives- of this State in Congress to use their best efforts to 
secure the immediate repeal of ^aid Act J. H„ Loring, and 58 oihcrs. 

Another gratifying evidence that the young men at Andover, preparing 
for active service in the Church, are self-poised on moral subjects, is found 
in the fact that the Rhetorical Society, at a meeting to consider the ques- 
tion, " Ought the North to aid the South in the recovery of fugitive slaves!" 
decided by an overwhelming majority in the negvitive. 

The Slave Power has made rapid strides within a few yeare. On the 
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annexation of Textis, and the dismemberment of Mexico, the perpetualitts 
claimed a great triumph, and many pemons feared that we wem doomed 
to be a slaveholding nation for centuries to come. The arrogance of the 
oligarcliy knew no bounds. But Providence interposed. The Omnipo- 
tent seemed to say of slavery, in the language of Holy Writ, " Here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed." California was admitted into tho 
Union as a free State, Southern politicians exhibited much wrath, and 
made violent threats, but a large part of them were soothed, and their 
pride gratified, by the passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill. They took 
counsel of their " sober second thoughts," and deemed the best part of 
valor to be discretion, " If we cannot extend slavery," said they, " over 
unlimited territory, and have an indefinite number of new slave States, 
we will make a hunting ground of the free Stf\tes, compel the freemen 
of the North to help us recover our runaways, and meantime concert 
measures for the introduction of slavery into New-Mexico and Utah. The 
North, headed by Daniel Webster, appeared to acquiesce, and exult in 
the cry, " The Union is preserved, trade will flourisii, and the agitation of 
the vexed qui stion will cease." Vain confidence I New elements of agi- 
tation were introduced by the compromise project, and there is no prob- 
ability that the controversy will cease while slavery exists. Freedom 
and slavery are and must be antagonistic. Not even a dissolution of 
the Union would pht an end to the warfare. Freedom naust triumph ! 
The contest may be long and fierce, but the issue is certain. I^t this 
conviction sustain and animate the friends of liberty. Meantime we may- 
glance at what is being done to sustain the tottering institution at the 
South. 

The slaveholding States are devising stringent measures for the re- 
moval of the free people of color from their territory. Colonization, ever 
ready to aftbrd its aid to such schemes, has recommended a line of gov^ 
ernment steamers, ostensibly for commercial purposes, but really to con- 
vey the free blacks in large numbers to Africa, at the expense of the 
country. This is done while Mr. Clay, the President of the Colonization 
Society, avows in eftect, what is a notorious fact, that heretofore jis many 
colored persons have been carried to Liberia as could be taken care of 
with safety and convenience. In speaking of "these poor creatures," 
Mr. Clay says : — 

If we had thrown some fifteen or twenty tlioupand a year of free people of 
color upon the coast of Africa, it would have been impossible to provide suitably 
fur them, and they would have perished by Aimine.* 

Rev. R. J. Breckenridge, in a discourse delivered before the Kentucky 

Coloniziition Society, at Frankfort, on the 6th February, 1851, says: — 

Hitherto they (the free blacks) have hcen found willing to emigrate, a» rapidly 
as the means at the disposal of the various Societies made it proper, or the condi- 
tion of tiie several colonies made it prudent, to send them. 

* Speech at the annual meeting of the Am. Colonization Society, Jun. 21, 1851. 
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This is what the AbolitioTiists have always said, and yet they have been 
reproached for placing hindrances in the way of the emigration of colored 
people. These " hindrances " have been the presentation of trutli. Mr. 
C. and Mr- B. now come forward, and vouch for one of the statements thus 
made by anti-slavery men. Abolitionists have never been opposed to 
voluntary emigration. They believe that every colored person has as 
undoubted a right to emigrate to California, Oregon, Jamaica, Liberia, or 
elsewhere, where business or oth 3r motives may lead him, as white citizens 
have. But so far as the colonization scheme contemplates emancipation 
for the purpose of removal to Africa, leaving the colored man to choose 
only between slavery or expatriation ; and so far as it contemplates the 
removal of free blacks because, as Mr. Clay once said, they are " nuisances," 
and disaffect the slave population, there have been and will be insuperable 
objections. There are also objections of another soi't. So long as slavery 
exists in this country, it is important that influential persons of color 
should, even at a sacrifice, remain here, advocating the rights of their 
brethren, and showing by their example the capacity of the colored man 
to enjoy and improve our civil and religious institutions. Until freedom 
is univei'saliy enj )yed, they cannot be spared either by their brethren or 
their friends. 

But no statement respecting Liberia has equalled those made by Lieut. 
Forbes of the British Navy, in his recent work, entitled " Dahomey and 
the Dahomans," He was the fellow-traveller of the lamented African 
exploiter, Duncan, in his embassy for the suppression of the slave-trade. 
He accuses Liberia of giving countenance and aid to slavery, as will be 
seen by the following extract : — 

In Liberia there is as much, if not more, domestic slavery — that is, the buying 
and selling of God's image — as in the parent States of America, over which flaunts 
the flsig of Liberty. It is difficult to see the necessity or the justice of the negro 
\\ho escapes from slavery on one side, crossing the Atlantic to enslave his sable pro- 
totype on the other, yet such is the case; and so long as it lasts, notwithstanding 
the attractive reports that emanate from this new Republic, it cannot be held as an 
example of future good, but, if possible, should be re-modelled, even if at the ex- 
pense of internal revolution, or even total annihilation. I doubt if many benevolent 
Chri3tian^^ in this country are aware, that the model Republic is, in reality, a new 
name and form for slavery in enslaved Afiica, and, until the system be altered, 
totally undeserving of the high support and liberal charity it receives from the be- 
nevolence of Englishmen. The system of domestic slavery is by no means confined 
to the Liberiau portion of civilized Africa. Pawns (fis the fashion terms the slaves 
on the Gold Coast) are received antl held by Englishmen indirectly, and are to all 
intents and purposes their slaves. The plan adopted is this: The merchant takes 
unto himself n femme da />a^v«, and she manages his establishment Nor does he 
inquire how she hires his servants. Her mode is to accept pawns, i. e., purchase 
slaves, by receiving man, woman, and child in liquidation of debt; in other w^ords, 
selling goods to native merchants, who, for convenience, leave slaves in payment. 
These pawns are as directly slaves to tlieir master as any slaves in the United 
States, but cannot be sold out of the country. I myself atn aware of ma feimne du 
ays of a Britisli merchant being the owner of forty pawns, who perform the house- 
old and other services of the master, and are, except in name, his slaves. 

Since this Report was prepared, wo perceive that the Executive Com- 
mittee of the American Colonization Society have publicly denied the 
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* truth, of Lioiit. Forbes'ji statement,, They appeal to the Constitution and 
Laws of Liberia, and to the testimony of the Recording Secretary of the 
Society, who has resided there, in proof that slavery is not allowed. They 
also produce letters from an officer of the British squadron, that the slave- 
trade has been extinguished ; and from another officer, that " no such 
thing as domestic slavery exists, in any shape, amongst the citizens of the 
Republic." Lieut. Forbes, we perceive, has reiterated his statement, lie 
did not assert that slavery is legahzed or exists openly in Liberia, but 
states that it is an evasion of the law, disguised under another name. 

Mr. Clay professes to support the colonization scheme partly beciiuse it 
tends to the suppression of the foreign slave-trade. His humane feelings 
are outraged by its atrocities, and he considers it a disgrace to the civilized 
"world, while he consents to the far more abominable domestic slave-trade, 
and to the seizure and re- enslavement of his own countrymen who have 
tasted of the sweets of liberty. 

The African mail steamer project docs not find favor with all the slave- 
holding politicians. The Naval Committee of the House of Representatives 
reported in favor of the scheme, several newspapers advocated it, but 
nothing further was done in CongTess on the subject* 

It is apparent, and the declaration of Mr. Clay corroborates the fact, 
that colonization cannot be regarded, as some person^ aftect to regard it, 
as a remedy for slavery. The annual removal of one fourth of the increase 
of the slaves would, he acknowledges, have produced a famine in Liberia- 
Is it not time then that every sensible person in the country abandoned 
the chimera of putting an end to slavery by colonizing its victims ? Let 
colored citizens, if duty calls, go to any portion of the earth where they 
can improve their condition ; let benevolent persona assist them, if they 
please, as they would other citizens under like circumstances ; but it is time 
that every intelligent man abandoned the notion of aiding the work of 
emancipation, or the removal of prejudice, by liberating slaves on condi- 
tion that they go to Africa, or urging free people of color to forsake their 
native land in order to secure good treatment on a foreign shore. What- 
ever may be said to the contrary, the colonization scheme was devised 
and has been sustained chiefly to " rid the country of the free negroes-." 
Politicians and ministers of the gospel have united in this unholy alliance, 
caring less about the v,'clfare of the colored man than the furtherance of a 
plan to " separate ih'^ races," Here and there a friend of " African coloni- 
zation " may be found who is also a true friend of the people of color; but 
the great body of its supporters, instead of laboring to make the residence 
of the people of color here agreeable to them and the community, insist 
that the two races cannot dwell together on this continent, and that, as 

* This project had its origin in a memorial to Congress of Joseph Bryan, of Ala- 
barosi, and liis* ass« eiates, which was published, with a circular, by the American 
Colonization Society, The plot has been exposed in the £veniitg Post of August 
3, 1850, 
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" prejudice is inviiicible," the l»lacks must be expatriated for the conven- 
ience of the Anglo-Saxon race.* Slaveholders — and it is they who have 
been the principal managers of the Society from the beginning — care very 
little what becomes of its victims, so that their slaves be freed from the 
contaminating and disafFecting sight of men of their own color in free- 
dom. 

It may be well to give some specimens of the cruelties practised in 
order to oppress and drive away free people of color from slave States. 
In the city of Washington, which is still disgraced by the existence of 
slaveiy and the domestic slave-trade, many of the free people of color are 
respectable property-holders ; their property is taxed the same as white 
citizens, and thus they have contributed their share to build up the capi- 
tal of the nation. In fact, they have contributed more than their just pro- 
portion, for although their property is taxed for school purposes, not a 
single school focility is extended to them !f , 

In Maryland, where there are 50,000 free blacks, it has been proposed 
to have a clause inserted in the new Constitution to compel all free blacks 
and mulattocs, after a specified day, to leave the St^te^ empowering the 
Governoi", should they refuse, to send them, nolens volens, to Liberia. The 
Chairman of the Committee on Colored Population, in the Constitutional 
Convention, has repwted in ftivor of the above, and also that after the adop- 
tion of the new Constitution they shall be incapable of purchasing or 
holding real estate ; all deeds, wills, <fec., purporting to convey to them 
real estate, shall be null and void, not to a{Fect existing titles, but leases of 
real estate to them not to exceed one year to be valid ; no slaves to be 
manumitted except on condition of leaving the State within thirty days 
thereafter ; no colored person to come into the State to reside. 

In Missouri the laws are very severe against free people of color. It is 
stated in the St, Louis Ite2)uhlkan that four negroes, lately confined in 
jail, upon a charge of being in the State without a license, and who were 
unable to pay their fines, v»'ere flogged, by order of the County Court, and 
turned loose, with orders to leave the State in three days. We had hoped 
that there was too much hum.'<nity in St. Louis to have allowed -such an 
atrocious procedure. Is freedtl^n deemed a crime there ?J; 

* The New-York I'rihme advorates colonization as a means of abolishing the 
African slave-trade, and as affording an opportunity for the free blacka to show that 
by themselves they are capable of improvement ! The editor, like many other per- 
sons, we are sorry to say, seems disposed to yield to the unchristian prejudice against 
color, inst ead of opposing it and giving its subjects equal rights here, and the oppor- 
tunity to ri?e by their own merits. What sane man doubts that if all disabilities 
were removed, colored men in large numbers would show their capacity and dispo- 
sition to sustain themselves and their families as good citizens in the land of their 
birth? 

f. N'ational Era, June 20, 1 860. 

:|; In a late paper, we noticed that a rum-seller in Platte county. Mo., who had 
sold a q\mrt of whiskey at a store to a slave, which occasioned him to get drunk, 
fall from a horse, and get frozen to death, had to pay, on a suit by the slaveholder, 
«*a widow lady," |800, the value of the slave. 
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" A Southern Clergyman*' my% in the Kew- York Observer : " The present 
law of South (Carolina forbids tbe rnigration of any free iiegfo into the 
State. If he refuses to quit, he shall be whipped at the di^^crelion of th^s 
Court ; and if he stil). refuses, he shall be sold a-s a slave." Such is the mer- 
cy of the Palmetto State ! 

The Council of the Cherokee Nation, not to be outdone by white slave- 
holdei^s, have imposed a heavy tax on all free negroes and mulattoes resid- 
ing in the Nation. Some of the Cherokee Indians are, it is well known, 
slaveholders ; and several of these, together with about an equal number 
of slaves, are membei-s of the church gathered and taught by the mission- 
aries of the Aniencan Board, whoso Secretary stated, a few years since, 
that " the policy of the missionaries has been to preach the gospel, with- 
out aiming to exert any direct influence on the subject of slavery.'- What 
sort of a gospel is that ? 

We have previously stated that Congress, at its last session, passed a 
bill prohibiting the importation of slaves into the District of Columbia 
from any of the slave Stiites, for the purpose of sale. Many pei-sons 
have supposed that the bill went farther, and abolished the slave-trado 
in the District. But this is a mistake. The SouthcTnej-s refused to make 
any such concession. While they were willing to abolish the cofiies 
and the pens, so conspicuous at the national capital in the eyes of for- 
eigners, the trade in the District remains as heretofore in all it.s horrors. 
Hon. Preston King j^sked leave to introduce a bill for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, but it was refused by a vote of 109 
nays to 52 yeas. Many Northern members dodged the question. 

We find in the Journal of Commerce the following statement of mon- 
strous cruelty by an infuriated slaveholder, which reminds us of the 
graphic delineation of the contagious influence of slaveholding ferocity in 
Jefferson's Notes on Virginia : — 

Captain Sidney Lain, having beaten a negro woman most unmercifulijr yester- 
day, ii^^^uVIattliews county, his brother, WiHiam Lain, went to his house to rtimon- 
strate witli him for such cruelty in beating tlie negro. He told him to lePA'e or be 
would shoot him, and taking up the gun he shot his brother down witb<«it further 
words ; and finding he had not killed him, he reloaded, and placing thte muzzle 
against liis body, thot again, which caused death instantly. Gr< at <?xcitement pre- 
vails in Matthews county. The murderer was not arrested, and Ik supfyosed tobkve 
gone Ncrth. 

The heart is pained at the recital of cruelties inflicted upon unoffending 
fellow-creatures; yet we feel it a duty to record a specimen of what 
AYeekly transpires in Richmond, the capital of the Old Dominion, as 
the countrymen of Washington, Jefferson, Patiick Henry, Madison, and 
Marshall delight to call their native State. We extract from the New- 
York Tribune: — 

SOUTHERN SLAVERY, BY AN EYE-WITNESS. 

Richmond, Va., Monday, May 13. 
As I was convervsing with some Southerners in Wjishington upf>n J'ree Soil, they 
expressed a desire that I should go South and see slavery iaa it exiats tiiere, and I 
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would mm. back freed of all Free Soil notions. One from Florida was parficalarly 
msxiouii tliat I shouid go home with him, and he would show me a tame alligator, 
nine feet long, that he fed on terrapins and dead niggers. " Never costs me any 
thing to bury a dead nigger," said he. 1 resolved to go as far S<»uth as this place, 
to sec if tliere was so much difference between the practice and theory of slavery. 
As I sallied f rtii this morning to see the place, almof^t the first thing that met my 
view was a srtrge house, surrounded by a very high brick wall. Upon asking the first 
passer-by what it was, he informed me that it was a nigger jail, where the traders 
confined their slaves preparatory to taking them South. He very politely offered 
to conduct me through it, which I gladiv accepted. I have heretofore supposed that 
the term " slavery in chains," as used in the newspapers, was a figure of speech, 
used wmparatively. But here they were actually manacled, their feet chained 
together, s tting around on benches in the most filthy, loathsome place I ever saw- 
I questioned one as to wliy he was chained. He said he had been sold to go 
South, and he wanted to see his wife again before he went, and hfid run away to go 
back to his old niaster's for that purpose.- My heart was too full to question any of 
the others. 

In the female department there was a very pretty white woman with two chil- 
dren. By close inspection it might be seen that she had a'little African blood in her 
veins, apparently not over one tenth, but the children did not show the least trace 
of it I expressed surprise at this to my conductor, as I had supposed slavery to ^ 
be confined to the African race, when I was informed that there was no limit of 
blood in this State. So long as the mother is a slave the offspring is also, no matter 
of what color. I have since learned that there are numerous slaves in this city as 
white as their masters. 

My next move was to attend a slave auction. The slaves of all colors, from sooty 
black to perfect white, v/ere brought in and s*»ated on benches. Here they were 
subjected .to a most particular examination. It was curious to see the manner of 
the speculators in examining their teeth. They would order them to open their 
mouth, then press back their lips with their two thumbs, just as a jockey would 
examine a horse. On a window-sill lay a large pile of manacles ; some were con- 
structed of a large rod of iron with handcuffs on each side, so as to form a row. The 
first lot sold was the white woman and her two children, that I before spoke of. 
The auctioneer extolled her qualities by representing her to be a firtt-rate seam- 
stress, <fec. She was struck down at $1,105. 

The lackey of the place (himself a slave) then leads up a man about 25. " Uii- 
harness yourself, old boy," says he. The man, trembling like a leaf all the while, 
strips himself, with the assistance of the lackey, in full view of the street and of the 
female slaves. The lackey asks him what he is shaking for, as he is not going to be 
hurt. The auctioneer announces no scars on his back of .my consequence, and the 
sale proceeds : scUl at $455. jSText comes a little girl of 13, about half Avhite ; 
then two twin brothers of about 14, sold to different masters, one, I was told, to a 
Southern trader ; and so on to the end of the sale, when the gentlemen were^hapked 
for their attention, and their attendance requested to-morrow, when they would be 
shown something nice. During the sale ray attention was called to the door by a 
string of slaves going past, chained together, probably on their way to some Soiith- 
crn phmtation. 

Altogether, this was the most heart-sickening sight I ever saw. I involuntarily 
exclaimed : "Is it possible that this is permitted in my own native country —the 
country I have loved so well, and whose institutions I have exultingly p^irited to as 
an example for the world ?" 

I am confident that the most effective way for Abolitionists to gain converte to 
their cause is to send Nortlierners as far South as this place, and let them attend 
one of these slave auctions. Hard, indeed, must be the heart of one who could look 
upon such a scene and not blush for his country's shame. I remonstrated with some 
of the inhabitants for permitting such a thing among them. They all have the 
Bible and Christianity at theii- tongue's end, and are ready to point out passages to 
justify it, and show that it is a God-ordained institution. " If this is Olmstiauity," I 
replied, " don't call me a Christian." 

" The tender mercies of tbe wicked are cruel." The truth of this 
Divine declaration is witnessed, not only in the treatment to which a 
large portion of the slaves of this country are subject, but in the fei^ocity 
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with, which those are viewed who are suspected of enlightening them. A 
case lias occurred in North-Carolina, showing the truth of this remark^ 
and we have been furnished with the following pjirticulars : — ? 

Some anti-slavery pamphlets were distributed in that State in 1844. The resnlt 
was, some Methodists became so much opposed to slavery, that they refused to go 
with the South wh»?« the M. E. Church was divided On inquiry they learned thai 
the Northern division wiis not wholly anti slavery, but that thei e was a Methodist 
anti-slavery Church at the North- A letter of inquiry w^as sent to Rev. Luth<^r Lee, 
of New-York, who gave the requisite information; and a Wesleyan Methodist 
church was organized in North-Carolina, on the principle of non-fellowship with 
slaveholders. 

In 1847, Rev. Adam Crooks was sent to that Southern field of labor. Tine 
work increased u\)on his hands, and in 1848 Rev. J. C. Bacon wa<* sent to his 
assistance. The work still increased, and in 1841) Rev. Jesse McBndc was sent. 
The work continues to increase in interest and exter)t; and there is at thp J>resent 
time a membership of nearly five hundred per-ons, with five or six chapels, extend- 
ing over portions of North-Carolina and Virginia, 

The above-named ministers have been persecuted by slaveholders. Mr. Bacon 
has been twice indjcted and put upon trial. On the chai'ge of violating the law of 
Virginia by words an4 in the pulpit, he was acquitted ; but on a charge for circu- 
lating the Narrative of Frederick Douglass, Vjc was convicted., An appeal was taken, 
' and the higher court reversed the decision. Mr. McBride has been indicted for 
giving a little pamphlet, entitled "The Ten Commandmen is," (applying the Deca- 
logue to vslavery,) to a white girl where ho boarded; tried, convicted, and sen- 
tenced to stand in the pillory an hour, receive twenty lashes on the bare back, and 
be imprisoned one year. He has appealed to the Supremo Court. 

Elder Edwards Matthews, an agent of the American Baptist BVee Mis- 
sion Society, who went to Kentucky to lecture on the moral and religious 
condition of the vslaves, after applying in vain to three or four ohurchea in 
Richmond, Madison county, for an opportunity, preached by invitation 
to a colored congregation; after which ho was assailed by a mob, and 
after some personal indignities, but no serious injury, driven from the 
town. Proceeding to the residence of Oassius M. Clay, he prepared a 
statement of the outrage for publication, and left, but \n\s, pursued by 
some ruffians, thrown, into the water several times, and, in an exhausted 
state, left to pursue his journey. 

The infuriated slaveholders are not satisfied with inflicting barbarities 
upon the citizens of the free States who attempt to teach the slaves. 
Citizens of their own States, who express anti-slavery sentiracnte, are not 
exempt from molestation. In Alabama, Captain Eiisha Beits, of Eufaula, 
a man advanced in years, was ordered by a company of lynchers, at a 
public meeting convened for the purpose, to leave the State for address- 
ing a letter to the Nalioval Era on the Evils of Slavery. Ho was born 
and reared in South-Carolina, and is said to be a person of irreproachable 
character. 

The imprisonment of Northern colored seamen, and colored seamen 
from other countries, at Southern ports, from the arrival until the de- 
parture of the vessels to which they belong, and the incidents grow- 
ing out of it, have excited, the last year, unusual attention. About a 
year since the master of the^ bark " Mary Ann" was summoned to the 
Police OfiSce, London, to show cause why he had refused to pay the 
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wages of Isaac Bowers, his black steward, while he was shut up in prison 
at Obirleston, S. C. The case was afterwards brought before the notice 
of the House of Commons. Lord Palrnerston stated a3 foilovps : — 

In 184*7 a. note was addressed to the Government of the United States, remon- 
stratinsr ajfainst the law of South-Carolina,* as not only inconsistent with the 
established polity of nations, but at variance with a portion of the first article of 
the treaty of 1815. Mr, Buchanan replied, verbally, that the Federal Government 
had no power to induce the Legislature of the State of Soutli-Carolina to revoke 
the law; and that if the Briti;;!! Government insisted on its right, the Government 
of the United States woull be obliged, reluctantly,' to put an end to the treaty, 
upon giv iig twelve months' notice. Her Majesty's Government did not think any 
commensurate advantages would result from pressing the matter. 

In January, the British Consul at Charleston, Mr. Mathew, entered into 
a correspondence with the Governor of South-Carolina, Mr. Means, about 
the law of that State which authorizes the imprisonment of free colored 
seamen. The Consul protested against the law, as infringing upon the 
rights of British seamen under the treaty. The Governor made a cour- 
teous re})ly, and promised to submit the communication to the Legisla- 
ture. He did so, and the Legislature referred the matter to a committee, 
to report tliereon the next session — a year hence ! 

The subject, so far as American seamen are concerned, was taken up 
in the Senate of the United States during the hist session of Congress, 
and ]3roduced .a highly excited discussion. Senator Winthrop, of Massa- 
chusetts, who had alluded to the law3 of the Southern States for the im- 
prisonment of colored seamen, while the vessels to which they belonged 
remained in port, was replied to by Senator Butler, of South-Carolina, 
who said tlie North did not allow the blacks to sit on juries, or be mus- 
tered in the mihtia, and ought not, after making sucli a discrimination, 
to complain of the South for doing the same, or preventing Northern 
colored seamen from tampering with the slaves. Mr. Winthrop, during his 
reply, read a letter from Captain Charles A. Ranlett, a shipmaster of 
Boston, stating that his seamen had been taken from his vessel in South- 
ern ports, and that he had reason to believe that large numbers Avere im- 
prisoned in all the ports south of Charleston, inclusive. He then re- 
marked that he had in liis possession a statement made by a person who 
had kept the Colored Sailor's Home in New- York some years since, by 
which it appeared that the number of colored seamen imprisoned in 
New- Orleans during a single year was 1200, in Charleston 500, in 
Savannah 300, and in Alabama 500. He would not, however, vouch 
for tlie correctness of the statement. Senator Beriien, of Georgia, affirmed 
that it was untrue. Senator Winthrop replied that it was not a question 
of numbers, but of principle. 

A few days subsequently, Senator Winthrop introduced highly re- 
spectable testimony as to the good character of Captain Ranlett. Senator 
Soulc, of Louisiana, said in substance jvs follows : — 



* This law was enacted December 19th, 1835.' Judge Johnson, of the Supreme 
Court of South-Carolina, pronounced the act unconstitutional. f 
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Tlie law of Louisiana requires the harbor nuisters to report people of color com- 
ing on bo|jrdl of ships from other States to Louisiana, to the nuinicipal authorities, 
who tberOTpoii are to issue warrants for the arrest of sucii persons. But ihe law 
goes no farther in ita Beiverily. It only provides besides for the extradition of per- 
sons thus arrested to the State from whence they came, at their own cost, if ihey are 
able to pay ; but at the cost of the State, if they are not. The law luis been thua 
since 184'2. The whole number imprisoned in New-Orleans does not exceed thirty- 
six in a year. 

Senator Butler said he did not think the number imprisoned in 
Charleston was more than half that. He farther stated that no sailor 
had ever been soli in Charleston under the Jaw. IIo contiimed as fol- 
lows: — / ■ . 

I nieasure my words, eir, and, so far as regards the English seamen, I believe 
there is a willingness to modify the law to-n)orrow. And so fur im regards even 
the colored men from the North, 1 think we woidd be willing to modify it. • 

Durino: the debate it w£U5 stated bv Senator Berrien that the Sta,to 
laws were constitutional, and he could show by the decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States that their constitutionality is un- 
deniable and undenied by that high tribunal. If the above statement 
are true, how happened it that the visit of Mr. Hoar, the agent of Massa- 
chusetts, who went to Charleston to test the constitutionality of the law, 
made such a prodigious excitement in South-Carolina; that Mr. Hubbard, 
the agent to Louisiana, was ordered to depart from tliat city as summarily 
as Mr. Hoar had been ejected from Charleston; that the Legislature o 
South-Carolina did Hot at once, on the application of the British Consul, 
" modify " the law as it respects Englisli seamen ; and that tiie law luis 
not been modified as it respects colored seamen from tlic jSTorth ? Does the 
presence of a dozen or two of black sailors at each of the Southern. ]K>rts 
during the course of a year, not in a body, but one or two at a time, pro- 
duce such consternation that the authorities are obliged, in self defense, 
to imprison them lest an insurrection should break out? Is the "institu- 
tion " so liable to explode ? The truth is, although the statements })r(,5- 
sented by Senator Winthrop may be exaggerated, the statements on the 
other side must have been sincjularlv diminished. 

A free colored sailor belongitig to the ^lajestic, of Boston, was arrested 
and put in jail last August, at Wilmington, North-Carolina. The captain 
procured his release on paying six dollars, but the man was no sooner on 
board the vessel than he was again arrested, and carried back to jail, the 
authorities refusing to give him up, unless \m free papers were j)rocured. 
He had none, and lies in jail still, for aught we have heard. 

We find in the Tribune of April 0th the following : — 

A correspondence has taken place between Captain Porter of the eteamahip 
Georgia and Recorder Genois of New-Orleans, on the subject of enforcing the law 
of Louisifuia, requiruig the imprisonment of free negroes arriving on vessels entering 
that port, until the departure of the vessel. Captain Porter claiins exemption on 
the ground tliat the Georgia is a national vessel, mider officers of tlie Navy, and 
subject to the orders of the Secretary of the Navy. Mr. Genois, under the advice 
of the District Attorney, does not recognize the clann to exenjption, but on account 
of the Georgia being ready for sea, consents to defer the issue of the warrants ; 
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nevertheless, he notifies Captain Porter that upon the return of the Georgia to that 
port, he must execute the law. ^ 

The attorney takes higli ground on the subject of State rights, and 
claims that the State has a right to legislate for her protection ; and if in 
law no exception is made regarding Government employees, they are as 
amenable to the law as any one else. He goes on to say : — 

If Government were to employ free negroes on mail boat% mi-jht not free 
negroes be employed to carry mails throughout the State ? Might not Government 
also, if the doctrine be admitted, employ vast numbers of free negroes on naval 
vessels, and thus flood tlie whole Southern country with free negroes ? Whether 
even Government vessels have a right to land in our ports with free negroes seems 
to me a very doubtful question. 

The arrofjance of the Slave Power knows no bounds. What is there in 
the Constitution of the United States, that forbids the Government from 
employing free negroes on mail boats or naval vessels, or carrying the 
mails, or otherwise, as it may think proper? It has no right to make 
any distinction as to its employees on account of complexion. The slave- 
holding vSlates forget, and the people of other States seem to forget, 
that sku'ery is a local thing, and that the Government of the United 
States, and the citizens of every free State, are constitutionally uncontrolled 
with regard to free colored citizens. 

The friends of the slave have been annoyed, at several places, with 
suits brought by slaveholders, or at their instance, and in some cases 
amerced in heavy fines. A lawyer named Pratt, at Marshall, Michigan, 
brought six suits, says the Cass County Advocate^ as attorney for his 
Kentucky plaintiff, against seven of their citizens, five of them being 
members of the Society of Friends, for aiding, as was charged, slaves in 
obtaining their freedom. 

In Indiana, a suit was brought by John Norris, of Broome county, Ky., 
against Loandor B, Newton, E. B. Crocker, and seven others, bofore the 
Circuit Court of the United States, Mr. Justice McLean presiding, for 
the recovery of damages for aiding the escape of slaves. This suit 
was brought before the passage of the Fugitive Slave Bill, and was dis- 
posed of mainly under a decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the case- of Prigg, where the Court took the ground that the 
owner of a slave has the right, under the Constitution, and law of 1793, 
to capture his slave in a free State, and take him thence, without going 
before a State Court and obtaining a certificate. Norris had pursued his 
slaves into Michigan, having taken five or six persons with him, and, in 
the night, captured them and proceeded homeward to Kentucky. In 
Indiana a party came, accompanied by a deputy sherifl^ and made an 
arrest under a writ of habeas corpus. The State Judge liberated the 
negroes, on the ground that there was no certificate of the right of own- 
ersliip having been proved in Michigan. Norris and his party, being 
armed with pistols and bowie-knives, and having obtained a writ from 
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the clerk of the Circuit Court, attempted to take the ncs^roes. After 
considerable excitement they were carried to the jail f<..)r safe keejrnig. 
Criminal suits were instituted against the Kentucky ]>a!'ty. The negroes 
were demanded by Norris. In the mean time a second writ of habeas 
corpus was obtained, on wliich, in the end, the negroes were discharged. 

Judixe McLean charo-cd the uiry tliat the decision of the Judizo on the 
first trial was incorrect; th.at the writ of liabeas corpus was ;it all tiines 
proper, but tlie question under it in that case was the right of ownei-ship ; 
and that the slaves should have been remanded into the custody of 
Norris. The Judge said he had dissented from the decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States when it was giveii, hut he w;,us now 
bound to carry it out. A hea\y verdict was found for XoiM is.- A con- 
siderable part of it has been collected of tlie friends of lih;_'rty in iiu', free 
States, but the defendants are still heavy sufT,M*ers. 

A suit was commenced in June last in h,)wa, in the United Slates Dis- 
trict Court, by one Daggs, of Missouri, agaiisst some benevolent members 
of the Society of Friends, for aiding, as was alleged, some slaves in ob- 
taining tlieir liberty. The jury gave a verdict of twenty-nine liundred 
dollars damages ! An appeal h;is been taken to the Supreme Coiu't of 
the United States. 

Justice is not unfrequently done in Southern Com1s, in slave cases, 
that should make some of our Northern magistrates ashained of their 
readiness to re-enslave those who have souiiht an asyhiin in tlie free 
States. A Baltimore correspondent of the Trihuiic relates nn interest- 
ing incident : — 

Our County CourL was f'n2;a.<,^'d for several (hiys la^t week in liearinj;' a jjotilicii 
of a colored woman named Rolx-cca Garrett, and ton children, wl-.o claimed their 
freedom from a man named Isaac Anderson, of Howard District. Tho wuinan had 
been permitted to go at large for a period of iurnfi/ i/rar-s, during which time she 
liad married and raised a family of ten children. Her ma«ter ilu ti, seeing that f^he 
and her family were worth, pome tliree or four tliousand dollars, claimed them m; 
liis property ; to bo disposed of as lie saw projx-r. Sevt;ral Ciuakers, liowcver, 
took the matter in hand, and employing piod counsel contested ihecase in a court 
of justice, which resulted in the Judge's charging tl)e jury that if tlicy ]>cl}evcd the 
petitioners had been going at large fur a Ion;/ po-iod, (williout liniilatiMU.) doing 
acts inconsistent with slavery, wit>. the knn\v!edg<' of tiieir ownrr, thev were enti- 
tled to their freedom ; and SI) the jury rentlered their verdict. The cihc will he 
taken to the Court of Appeals by tlic owner, however. This verdict is a great 
triumph of justice in Maryland, as it reveri^es the old accepted law, liiat a p irty 
could let his slaves act as free j)ersons for years, and then, Uirough c;i))rice or ava- 
rice, seize them and soil them into bondaL'e. It is one bright spot on tho slave- 
stained escutclieon of my native State, and argues a better change of feeling thr.n 
I could havo iioped for. 

The foUowino- cfi-se has fallen under our immc diate notice. A jiio-hlv 
respectable lawyer, in Maryland, a]>}died to the Connnitb e fur funds to 
carry on a suit to the higher Cuurts in the State against the executor of 
a will wdio, contrary to its p'rovisions, had ke])t a family in slavery for 
several years, with the children who had been born since the death of the 
testator, who directed that these parents and the children living at liis 
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dccoasc sliould be free. After a long litigation siiccc^^s crowned tlic 
cflurts of the attorney, wlio had devoted considerable time and money 
himself before he made hi^; application, and a final decree has been ob- 
tained, setting at liberty the pai'ties so long unjustly enslaved. 

in the Christian Mirror^ of February 20th, is an account of a suit 
brought by eight nogi'oes in Virginia for their liberty, under a will, in 
which they were successful. Honor to whom honor is due! 

Slave-breeding is carried on very extensively in Eastern Virginia, and 
in several other Stntos. " .By this," may many of the chivalry say, " wo 
have our living." We know that Mr. Stevenson, when Minister to 
England, denied it. It was a fact too humiliating to confess there. Mr. 
Clay also, in his speech in the Senate, July 22d, 1850, on the Com- 
proniise Bill, perem|)torily denied tliat slaveholders breed slaves for sale. 
In our last Annual Report, pfige lOS, it was stated that Mr. Meade, mem- 
ber of Congress from Virginia, in a pam}thlet circulated by him, had 
said : — 

Virgiiiia Ims a sliivc populiition of near half a million, whose value 13 chiefly 
dependent upon Southern demand. 

l?oth ^l.r. Clay and iNIr. Meade are nati\ e-born Virginians. Mr. Meade 
is now one of the Senators of th;it State in Coni^ress. Ts he not a cred- 
ibie witness ? 

The enormous profits of the cotton planters the hust year have 
greatly increased the price of slaves, given unusual activity to the domes- 
tic slave-trade, and of course excited the expectations of the slave- 
breeding States. It is under such circumstances that slaveholders always 
become emboldened to put forth new efforts for strengthening and ex- 
tending slavery, in persecuting free people of color, and denouncing 
oman.cii)ationists. Their influence is then paramount in Congress and 
•over the doughfaces of the North. When cotton advances in price, eman- 
cipation at the South flags ; and l)oth Southern and Northern apologists 
for slavery, at such times, accnse Abolitionists of putting back the glori- 
ous cause of emancipal/ion. When cotton fall s, emjinci pations are nii ro 
frequent, the South lessens its vituperation of Abolitionists, and it is then 
said that the South is doing all in its power for the liberation of the 
slaves. It is at such times, also, that tiie colonization scheme is at flood 
tide. 

It is frequently said, not oidy by slaveholders, but by their friends and 
apologists in the free States, that slaves are contented. The lunnerous 
instances of slaves th-eing to Canada furnish proof to the contrary. But 
the horrors of slavery are evinced by the voluntary sufferings of fugitives 
rather than be returned to slaverv, and bv the suicides of which we hear. 
\ younci: man who was a fugitive slave, after being apprehended in this 
State on a false charge of grand larceny with a view to prevent his rc- 
-enslavement, plead guilty, preferring to go to the State prison, though 
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innocent, rather tliun be remanded back to slavery. In tlio JS^on-S/avc , 
holder, of July, 1S50, wo lind the ioliowin<^, taken iVoin a LouisvilK.^ 
paper : — 

We learn that a likely negro girl, a slave of a passenger oti the oanicr Lafay- 
ette, (lr<)u-iieil lier.self by jumping overboard, last WtHitu'sday morning. Sh(^ ^vl^^i^ a 
vahiable servant, and her master had bven ott''..'rcd -f l,O(/0 for lu-r. .She iiad been 
corrected by him for .^onie oliVn?e or otlier, and she was hcani t<> declari? that he 
^^hould never ship her again. When the boat was some dih^tancc above Evan-sviUe, 
and while tlie })a.ssengers were at tlie dinner table, she jimij-eil into the river from 
tlie after-guard and was drowned. 

Notwithstanding the cruelties inflicted npon the slaves, the measures 
taken by a. portion of the slaveholders to extend and ])erpetuatc tiie cruel 
system, and the attem],>ts of the South to make itself ind<'pendent of 
the North by building- up factories, and dravving snp[»lies directly from 
foreign countries, (;i cornmend;d.)le policy so far as it may call out the 
initural resources and promote the industry uf (lie South,) a sirono; feel- 
ing prevails among intelligent and considerate Southern men that the 
Union is bound tog(;ther by indissoluble ties, and that the prosperity of t}ie 
great divisions is recij)i-ocal. They ]>erceive also that llie anti-slavery 
sentiment at the North is ]5revailing and increasing in strength; they 
acknowledge that if the enterprise is conducted on Christian princi}>les, it 
will h:ive the sym[)athy of increasing numbers at (he South ; they know 
tliat the declarations of Scrijtture arc in harmony \vi(h Matured causes 
to bring about emancipation at no distant day ; and they will rejoice to see 
it hasten on.* 

Such men lament, in (he langunge of one of (lieir paj'crs, (lie "bligiit- 
ing influence" of slavery u]'on (he morals, eeonojny, and ti'ue wi Ifnre of 
the South ; so did John Randolph, when, in ISOJi, he reported against 
the petition of Indiana for a tcmjiorary susjiension of (he anti-slavery 
clause of the Ordinanci^ of 1787, Ix.cause slave Inbr.r was d<'n!onstral)ly 
the dearest of anv, »bdll,rson saw and ;i<-kn(.)wl'. (lged (lie destioying in- 
fluence' of sliiverv n])on men and children in his dny. ( Hher sag* s at th<.* 
South liave iit various times n. itcriited tlu^ same- s(-ii(ini(ii(s. 

Indications \mA to be mi.-takon at the presen(. (inio j'oint to an iner(^as- 
iii!'" anti-slaverv sentiment at (he South. '^I'lie action of the (V.snnionists 

* Hotspurs in m-illicr tie'. Slate nor the Churrh, at, the SontlK are aiiv index ui" 
the pri'vaiHng senlnnent there on the .-!ave)-y (pie.-tion. 'I'iirv may, fur a sea-'-on. 
prevent the truth from reaching the minds of the n\oderate slaveholder!*, and the 
great bodv of non-slaveholdeis, as ci'rtitin would be leaders <>? pid)lic sentimerti 
liave essayed to keep tiui churches and ]>eopIc of the Korih from a Cf>rrt'Ct luidet 
statiding of th.o atdi-slavery (piestion; biit, in sjiite ('f their (flVrts, ihe j'<'opl<' wiil 
come to a knowledge and a{>preciatie>n of the .subject. It has lieen said that the 
chm-ches at the North are near'.'r ri;j;ht (^n t!ie question than the miiiistry. li mav 
be so at the Sovith. The following resolution, aciopted last ycnr by the Cliaile.Mcn, 
S. C. Union rresbyteiy, gives, at ai^y rate, faint liope of ihe nnnisters in that 
region embracing very speedily the truth on the emancipation tojiic: — 

*'/iVio/?r(/, That in the oj)inion of tliis I'resbvtery. tiie hoKIing of slaves, so far 
from beiiii; a sin in tlie si£:ht of God, is nowhere condemned in his Lolv Word." 

OCT* 
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and pcrpctiialiste has stimulated it, tliough it hfis been momeutaril}' re- 
pressed by their audacity and violence. Litelligcnt Southerners are in- 
quiring for anti-slavery publications. They are anxious to obtain authen- 
tic information in regard to the workings of emancipation, and the pro- 
ceedings of moderate and consistent Abolitionists. Tliey believe that 
slavery is an evil, and tliat emancipation in some form would be a great 
blessing. Rev. W. C. Duncan, editor of the New-Orleans JJa^ytist Chron- 
icle, expresses himself in regard to slavery as follows : — 

We shall rejoice to see that period arrive Avhcn slavery shall no longer bo recog- 
nized in any part of the United States. Its existence at the South at the present 
day we honestly believe to be a checl; upon tiie prosperity, and an incubus upon 
the energies of the Southern people. As a civil institution, then, it is, we admit, 
an evil. We believe its prevalence in the South to be deleterious boih in a moral 
and social point of view, and a barrier to the free progress of many useful institu- 
tions, and to the free dissemination of general intelligence. 

Those at the South who hate the auti-slavery movements at the 
North cannot be cajoled by tlic cotton merchants and ministers in the 
free States to believe that abolition is subsiding. They read and judge 
for themselves, and des])ise the etlbi'ts of men who aim to secure their 
custom in trade, and their co-operation in literary or ecclesiastical objects, 
by misi'opi'cscnting facts. The following extract in proof is taken from 
a letter of Hon. A. ]3nrt, M. C, of South-Carolina: — 

Since the session of Congress in 1843, abolition lias moved forward Avith fearful 
and tnifaltering strides, and with a courage and constancy which scarce finds a par- 
allel in history. . . . But, on my conscience, I believe the anti-slavery sentiment of 
the West is as deeply seated and infinitely more formidable than that of Massa- 
chusetts. . . . Tiie residt of all my observation and experience ss the conviction 
that the North's hostility to the South is this day more ferocious, more universal, 
more confident of its strength, and more assured of its victim, than it ever Avaa. 

The following article appeared in the Neiv- Orleans Courier of late 
date : — 

Start; iN<3 ! .AiiOi.rnoN Strength in tue City of New-Orleans ! — In coriver?ing 
with a veiy intelligent citizen of the Second ."Municipality yesterday, ami Avho has 
resided in this city lor many years, upon the state of ])ublic opinion here upon the 
slavery question, wc were altogether amazed and contbunded to hear him declare 
hii? belief, that if the question of the abolition cif slavery in Louisiana were submit- 
ted to the ]H'ople of NoAv-Orleans, the question would bo carried by a tAvo-lhird 
vote ! Iklieving oinpelvcs that to monslious a proposal could not command a five 
per cent, vote out of the Avhole population, avc mentioned tlie subject to several of 
our friend.««, and, tliough they all agreed that the opinion expressed Avas extravagant 
and excessive, avc wore hanlly less amazcil and confounded to hear them admit, as 
they distinctly did, that upon such an issue it was doubtful upon which side the 
majority of the citizens of New-Orleans would be found 1 We are constrained to 
admit tliat the gentlemen referred to have had greater opportunities tlian -we have 
to come to a safe and sound conclusion upon such a matter; but the solace avc 
derive from the counter opinions Avhicli have always been ours is altogether too 
precious and conservative of the peace and of tlie rights of the Soutli, to be parted 
Avith and surrendered, but upon fuller proofs; but at the same time Ave must con- 
cede, that the statements made to us by pers-ons of so much respectability and 
Avorth betoken a state of public sentiment here of the Aveightiest import, and of 
Avhich Ave had not until now the smallest conception ! 
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Wc were pleased to see in the Wilmiiigton (Del) (Mckens the fol- 
lowing : — 

Slavery is a loss and a curse both to muster and islavo. but more particularly 
to poor whites residing in slave States. 

The Coinniittoc arc in possession of nurneroiii^ facts iluit corrohorritc 
the above statements. They evince that while there exists an excitement 
at the South against anti-slavery movements, a coiniter state of feeling 
prevails among a portion of the people. AVe believe that this feeling is 
increasing. The violence of the X*crpetuali-st8, their encroachments on the 
free States, their wrath and enmity towards the free i»eo}ilo of color, and 
their thre&ts of distuiion in order to induce the North to succunib, dis- 
gust no incor.5iuerai3lc portion of S uUherners themselves. Were they 
to speak out their sentiments, a tale would he heard that would astonisli 
the timid and time-serving at the South, and confound Nortlicrn apolo- 
gists of slaveholders. 

We are well aware that Northerners of v!U-ions professions, who visit 
the South on business or jdeasure, often s^ieak, after their return, of the 
happy condition of tlic slave?, the kindness of the musters, the injurious 
effects of anti-slavcrv ao-itation in tltc free States, and the determina- 
tion of the South to dissolve the Union miless jN'orthorn fanatics, will let 
them alone. But such jicrsons see only tlic surface of things at (lie South. 
There arc those wlio, when iti the slave States, eomrn\uie witli people of 
another class, look deeper into tlie question, and lind a s'.rong feeling 
existini2: in manv minds who rci^ard v,*itli ann-uish the state of society in 
which tliey are forced to li\'e, and the |)rospeets before tlicm. Thousands 
at the South take a deep interest in the ai>:ita{ion of the subiect of slavery, 
wish God-speed to every judicious etibrt at the North for the benefit of 
the people of color, and louk forward with dovonl aut ieipation to the day 
when slavery shall come to a peaceful terniination. 

The whole number of slaveholdi.'rs m the IJiiiied States does not exceed, 
it is said, one hundred and tliirtecri thousRiid so thjii it great inr.jonty 
of the white adults of the Sout.li are non-siavc holders. Tlie siavocracy 

Takinu; the actual nuinbcv in Ivonlucliv for tlui <.)f llic ralciilation. Ikit 

to this number should be added a tc-vv hundred.-; of N(?rt]uirn .^lavidii Ideris. Proba- 
bly in every free State ihere. are smne who own slaves at the Souib. ^Vo do not 
include Southern .slaveholders avIio re.cidc jit the >iui tlj, of wbom tiierc are. a few, 
but native-born ciiiziens of ihc free States v,-lin uww shivc plantatii/SH. llow many 
tboro are of those nii.-creants wv, have ii<» means of C(an]>utin(f. A writer in the 
Christkin Mirror, printed at Portland, says, " AVe hnvc those in Maine who are 
large owners of slave.s at the South, wiioso slave.s are under task-niaster.s." Tiicre 
arc members of churches in the city uf New-York and vicinily, asnl doubtless in 
otlicr places at the North, who own slaves at tl^e South. Norihorn nierchants have 
owned j)lantations and slaves in Cuba and elsewdierc, and proiiably do stiil. And 
nmneroup arc the instances in which Northern morclianis, niendjer.s of ciiurchea as 
well as otliers, by their attorneys or other agents, seize .slaves onexecuflt)n for debt, 
and either cause them to be bound out or sold, h) that Uie\' may pocket tlie pro- 
ceeds. Our Northern ])reaci. . rs and politicians, who ?ay, What have wc to do with 
slavery here? niay, in the above facts, find an answer to their question. 



86 



ANNUAL REPORT. 



rules them with n, rod of iron, as it lias ruled tlic North almost fi-ora the 
foundation of the government. But some even of tlje slaveholders arc 
tired of tlie systetn, and concur witli the friends of emancipation, both in 
the slave and free States, respecting the evils of slavery and the blessings 
of freedom. 

A Constitutional Convention has recently been in session in Virginia, 
and it Inis been occupied in discussing the question of tlie basis of I'eprc- 
scntatioii. Western Virginia has been coiisidered as leaning to anti-slavery, 
and Eastern Virginia as one of the most pro-slavery portions of the Union. 
AVestcru Virginia has 495,000 white population and only G3,000 slaves, 
while the Eastiias 401,000 whites and 413,000 slaves. 

A ccmtest Inis been carried on between these sections of the Old Domin- 
ion for many years. That part of the State cast of the Blue Ridge, 
with about four ninths of the free population, pays nearly two thirds of 
the taxes. They desire that one half of the representatives should be 
apportioned in the nitio of the voters, and the other half in that of taxation, 
^vhic}l would give tlie preponderance to tlie eastern section. The West 
demand that the representation should be in the ratio of the voters, which 
would give the supremacy to them. The old Constitution of the State 
limited the franchise to fi-eeholders owning twenty-five acres of improved, 
or a hundred of \mimproved land, or a house and lot in town. This 
was afterwai'ds altered by making the ownei" of fifty acres of unimproved 
land a ^■oter. The Legislature was ajjportioned so as to give tlie East nine- 
teen Senators and the West only thirteen ; to the East seventy-eight mem- 
bers of the House, and to the West fifty-six. It is mainly in consequence 
of this inequality that the Convention was called. In Western Virginia 
the proportion between tlie white and slave population is diminishing, and 
free labor is deemed resjK'ctable. In point of general intelligence and 
freedom of thought, the western p/art of tlic State is superior to the other, 
and it cannot be that that portion of the State will long consent to be 
ruled by the aristocracy of Eastern Virginia.^ , 

The following st;itement, made by a Baltimore correspondent of the 
TriOuitc, illustrates, says a w ritei", an inllucnce at work in the middle slave 
States, more })otent!til than abulitlon lectures or incendiary panq^hleteer- 
ing, to etlect the rapid extinction of slavery within their borders. Slave- 
holders caimot afford to hold property long which has to be insured at 
su.ch premiums : — 

Tlu; papers from Wetitv-rn Virginia, WcstcM-n Maryland, and the Easlcni Shore 
counties, tecjin with julvcriisoniontts of rewards fur runiiway .shivos. The difllculty 
of rivcapiuring runaways har- incronsed the amount goneially ofloied vory much, 
^liOi) ami §o5U each being* very coninion. I am informed by a slave-catcher and 
dealer that the loss of i-hivc properly this spring and summer from Maryland and 

* Since the al»ove was written we learn that the Basis Question will probably be 
fettled l)y a conqjroniise I — by which tlie lower house of the State Legislature will 
have in it a Western majority of -1-1, while the uj)per house will have an Eastern 
majority of 10. 'J his Avill give the western part of the State a majority of 4 on 
joint ballot. 
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Virginia is larger than at any former period He showcci mo a list of advertise- 
ments he had arranfjed in his note l)ook for references, olTyring rewards for eighty- 
one, amounting to about §12,000. The total value of this number would be fuUj 
^.50,000. A snug item for slave owners to post to " profit and loss account" — a great 
majority of them never being recovered. 

The population statistics of the United States furnish still stronger evi- 
dence tliat slavery must cease, in consequence of natural causes, in several 
States that are now resisting the discussion of principles that lead to 
voluntary emancipation, and abusing those who advocate thcni. The 
following table shows the population of the two sections of the Union in 
1850, compared with thai of 1840: — 

FllKK STATKS. 

Free population in 1850, 1 3,574, 

Do. ' do. 1840, 9,V2«i972 

Increase, 8,845,825 

Hate of increase, 39^ per cent. 

SLAVK STATES 

Free population in 1850, - - (),409,938 

1^0- do. 1840, 4,'848,'l50 



Increase, 1,561,188 

Hate of increase, 32| per cent. 

Slave population in 1850, 3.075,234 

Bo. do. 1840, 2.480,231 

Increase, . . . 589,003 

Hate of increase, 23,G per cent. 

The Soulhern Press, tlie pro-slavery paper established the last year 
at Washington, as the organ of the slaveliolders, speculates u]X)n ihesc 
general results as demonstrating that the aggregate of white and black 
population in the South will equal that of the iXorth in half a century, 
and that in a century the white population alone of the South will 
equal tlie total population of the Nortli, even if foreign innnigr;U,ion 
were now to cease. .Dr. Bailey, the talented editoi- of the Nadonal Era^ 
has shown that the whole argument is founded on very im))robable 
assumptions. He shows that the natural increase of ihc non-slavehold- 
ing States is 2G per cent., and that of the slavehold'mg 24 per cent. 
Cbickering, in his elaborate work published in 1848, estimated the 
natural increase of the white ])opulation of the United States at 2G.28 
per cent, for ten years. The estimate of the Era for the free ]X)])ula- 
tion is about 25 per cent., so that the natural increase of tlic North is 
one per cent, more than the average^ that of th.e South one per cent. less. 

His calculations on this point, founded on the censuses of 1830 and 
1840j make the difference nuich greater: — 

The actual increase of the while population of tlie United State?, from iS30 to 
1840, wap, a? just stated, 3,058,428, or 34.71 ;?rr cr.vt.; of free State.=, 2,f",8G,546, or 
89.06 per cent., and of slave Slate?, 971,882. or 26.54 p'r rent, l.>eing greater than 
the «««wra/ increase, averaging through the United States, bv 8.43,''l2.78 and 26. 
per cent, respectively, and .-showing a great difference lieiween the two .sections of 
the country. This difference has arisen parity from the (jrcaicr jorcUjn imviiyra 
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fion into ilic free States^, as -will appear on reference to table T, (he amount there 
being as 4 to 1, and the proportion as 2 to 1 nearly in favor of tlie free States. 
The wliolc number of foreign immigrants registered at llie custom-houses 
of the United States, in 10 years from July 1, 18o0, to June 3U, 1840, 

was 579,310 

Add 50 per cent, on account of omissions, - . . _ 289,685 

Natural increase of foreign immigrants, - . . . 19,050 



Total, . - - 888,^05 

Of whom tliC number of immigrants that entered the country was — 

Free SLaiis- Slave States. 

460,030 119,340 

A(}<1 50 per cent., 230,015 59,6*70 

Proportion of their natural increase, - - - 15,602 4,048 



Total, - - 705,647 183,058 
.After deducling 705,047 from 2,680,540, the whole increase of the whites in 
the free States, we have remaining 1,980,899, wliich is 28.806303, etc., per cent, of 
6,876,620, the number of the Avhites in 1830. This is a rate of increase of 2.52 
per cent, more than the average of the ^vhole country. 

After deducting 183,058 from 971,882, the whole increase of the whites in the 
.slave States, we have 788,824 for the amount of their natural increase, which is 
21.548105, etc., of 3,000,758, their number in 1830, or 4.74 /;e?- cent, less 

than the average in the Avhoh; country, and l.l^y per cent, /i^.vsthan in the free States. 
J^esides, it is confidcntl}'^ believed that inoro white per.sons emigrate IVom the free 
to tlie slave States, than from the slave to the free States. 

The Era thinlvs the dlilbrence between the ratios of natural increase osti- 
niated too Iiigh ; but, after the various calculations that have been pre- 
sented, it })roHunies no candid mind can doubt that there is a decided 
diiicrcncc in favor of the free States. Tliat it is not greater is owing to 
the fact, that the vjist new tcri'itory acquired by slavery for the last half 
century has delayed to a great extent its depressing influence on popula- 
tion. It is in the older States, whose soil has been exhausted by its 
improvident culture, that we are to look for its etlects upon the ratio of 
natiu'al increase. 

The Coniniittee have, in answer to applications from slave States, fur- 
nished publications,"'"' and contributed aid for their ditlusion, and they are 
in regular correspondence witli Southern gentlemen animated with the 
same leelings as themselves. Mr. Jefferson, in his letter to Dr. Price f 
of England, said : — 

I am satisfied, if you could resolve to address an exhortation to those young 
men, |iii William and Mary College, Virginia,] with all that eloquence of which 
you an." master, ihat its iunuence on the hiiure decision of this important question 
[slavery] would be great, perhaps decisive. 

A. weekly new.spaper, entitled Progress of the Age, under the auspi- 
ces of O.v.'-isius iM. Clav, has recently been issued at Lexington, Ky., 
''devoted to vniversal Freedom, Education, and Improvement." It is an 

* The Society during the past year liave issued several publications, some of 
which ii u^j \\x\ a \vi hi cir^uia',ii»:i. Large editions of the Liberty Almanac 
were published. It is intended to contitiue it from year to year, and it is suggested 
to the friends of the cause that tiiere is scarcely any way in which they can better 
promote it than by sending their orders for this anti-slavery manual and giving it 
^ wide circulation. 

f Jefferson's Letters, Vol. I, p. 268. 
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oinaiici|'ntion p;i}:or, luid iirgos tlie repeal of llie yugitive Slave J3il], and 
"the ei)iaiici]!atiun upon the isoii, after a llxed day. of all persons born in 
tlie State." Mr. Cl:\y is visiting ditlereut ].*art.s of Kentucky ;ind zealous- 
ly advocating the cause of freeduu), according to his jteeuliar views. 
Ills eloquence, in conjunction ^vitll the new paper, and other anti-slavery 
agencies in that State, will, it is thought, awahen the attention of the peojdc 
nioi-e than at ariy former period. 

The Free Prciihytcrian newspaper, at Mercer, lias superseded the 
Mercer Liminary^ and is conducted new zeal and ability. Many 
other anti-siavery newspajiers continue, with increased vigor and success, 
to advocate the cause. A paper in the German language has recently 
been started in xhc cltv of iS^ew-Yorh, entitled the Workuuj Afan^s 
Gametic. Several papers, of large circulation, some of whieli onco 
o})posecl the anti-slavery cause, now insert a great deal of anti-slavery 
intelligence and argument, aiid exert a niost beneficial influence. 

Were anti-slavery men at tlie North united in judiciously pronnilgat- 
ing and diflusing the great principles for the dissemination of which thoy 
oi'iginally associated themselves together, they ccruld by the blessing of 
nea\ en greatly increase and strengthen the anti-slavery sentiment of the 
country ; make it almost impossible to organize o|)position at the North, 
and even do mucli to render it odious at the Soutli, This want of unity 
we greatly lament, but we see not how it can be prevented while so many 
questions of I'eform are intermixed with the great anti-slavery enterprise. 
To be successful in the threat work of deli\en'no: tliis nation from the sin 
of sla\ery, those engaged in it must unite discretion witli zeal, and be 
governed in all they say and do by tlie principles and precepts of Chris- 
tianity. 

Influential men, who early took a decided stand against the aiiti- 
slavery enterprise, have attenijjted to justify their continued opposition 
by alleging what they are pleased to call the fanatical and infidel views 
of some of the early Abolitionists, and avowed by some of their disci- 
ples. As if fanaticism or even infidelity, on the part of individuals 
belonging to a great reformatory association, could excuse any in tlieir 
refusal to co-operate with a body of men wlio aim, by peaceable, moral 
and constitutional measures, to deliver the country from iti^ greatest 
curse. We have no sympatliy with those, be they Abolitionists or pro- 
slavery men, be they residents of the North or of tlic South, who malign 
the Church or ministrv, or who advocate tlie destrnction of the Consti- 
tution or the overthrow of the government. Tnuj abolitionism lias no 
aflinity with infidelity or anarchy, and is not justly chargeable with the 
errors on other subjects, of any who embrace its doctrines. It would be 
more reasonable to refer the origin of such errors, among professed 
Abolitionists, so far as they exist, to the conduct of those who, while 
professing to be Christians and patriots, have stood aloof from a righteous 
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cause tliat cl.'i'inis tlie warm and continued support of every friend of 
God and rnan. TJieologians Avitbout liuraanity, politicians -witliout 
Iionesty, and professing- Christians witli licarts of adamant on the subject 
of caste and slavery, may take to tlieniselves a large sliarc of the sin of 
increasing infidelity and mis.-ulc in this country for the last twenty 
years. That many have been driven into skepticism by the opposition 
of ministers of the gospel juid cliurcli-members to the anti-slavery cause, 
is a lact not more true than sad. And it ouo-ht to be a niatter of serious 
reflection, among such persons, that in opposing the principles of the 
anti-shivcry cause they liave been fighting against God. 

On behalf of this Society we claim that the original principles of 
association have been cherislied and acted out by it, with scrupulous 
fidelity ; and so long as it shall exist we trust that all its members will 
be able conscientiously to say that as ''wo owe it to the oppressed, to 
oppressors, to oui' country, to the world, and to God, to do all that is 
right and lawfully in our j)ower to bring about the extinction of slavery 
and the slave-trade," we will, " with a p^-ayerful reliance on Divine aid," 
adhere to the ])rinciplcs of tlie originiil association, maintain it.s Declara- 
tion of Sentiments, and aid to prosecute the work in a manner to com- 
mend it to the consciences and hearts of every true friend to his country 
and to the reIi<xio!i of Christ. 

The manifest improvement, from year to year, of the peop>le of color, 
is most gratifying to their fi'iends. Just in proportion to their advance- 
ment in industrial pursuits and moral character, will the day hasten tliat 
shall witness the abolition of caste and slavery. The time is rap>idly 
appi'oaching, when hcis simil.'u* to tliose we nov/ place on I'ecord 
will be deemed supremely ridiculous. St. Thomas Pi'otestant Episcopal 
chui'ch, in Philadelphia, is composed of some of the most respectable 
colored people of that city. The Episcopal Convention of the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania liave, for years, liad a regulation, which prohibited this 
church, which has been under the superintendence of the Bishop for more 
than iifty-iive years, from being re])resented by delegates.^ During the 
past year, the Minister, AVardens, and Vestrymen, ])etitioned the Conven- 
tion to repeal the ivgulation. The matter was referred to a committee, a 
majority of whom not only reported adversely to the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, but affirmed that the color, physical and social condition, and 
education of the petitioners rendered them entirely unlit to sit in deliber- 
ative bodies ! 

The Chui-ch of St. Philip, in New- York, is not allowed to be repre- 
sented by its delegate in the Episcopal Convention of that State. 

The "National Division of (he Sons of Temperance,"^'' in convention at 
Boston last year, by a vote of 74 yeas to 6 nays, decided, that " the admis- 

* Tliis is the chief and controlling body, and it includes all the Divisions through- 
out the United States and British Provinces, 
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sion of negroes into the Order is iinproper and illeu'i^l.'' They advisi d that 
the "black.s'" Itavc distinct and separate urganizati(./n--,"as it is the " pruju r 
course, as well for tlic blacks as the v.liites." Among tho:-e whet voted lur 
this arbitrary and disoTacefui resohition, Ave sec the names of a lew wljo 
have ranked tliemselvos as Abohtionists, and of som-.' oiliers who |>rofcss to 
be anti-slavery in tlicir views and feehngs; but we are nssvip d (hat the j ro- 
ceedino- was hasty, and thev dee]»lv regret it. it is said, -hat a m.-jority 
of those who are nund.)ered amono* tlie veas are ashamed uf tlie measure, 
but instead of liaving the act erased from their journal, think that it is 
best to consider it null and void, and so allow it h> pass into oblivion. 
We hope they Avill sunntion snl^icient manhoud pui)Hcly tu recor.ssder the 
shameful dced.^' The Nvw-York Evaiujdii^i, icmarking u].on this dis- 
graceful act, says : — 

^Vc hope tlie Order will be shamed out of its |)l(ial)le pri'judico, and prej?orve 
the manly stand it lias once taken on this siityeet. ]\Io<t pceple will think ihat puch 
delicate rastitlionsnti.ss of taste hardly hecemes aii Order ori^^inally composed «<f re- 
formed drunkards, ^lany of ihom, noble Cumbalani.-^ ihouy;h they Ix'.are ipiite too 
recently from the gutter?; to n.i-ake a :-neer at colm-ed ))eoj>le hmk w«'ll vn their 
faces. If their reform is hut skin-deup, they ouglU to begin anew ; and we are con- 
lident that many of the Sous will not be contented with such a f^halKnv species. 

We perceive, in the New- York Tribune of vSeptend>er 7th, an account of 
a light colored woman being repelled Ity the conductor of a Harlem 
railroad car, and have read with high gratitioation the noble remarks of 
the editor of that pajier with reference (o the outrage. A Justice of the 
Peace, in Ohio, being oiVended that a colored child shoidd attend the 
same school with his own children, sent a written ordrr to the trustees to 
turn the bov out. When told that lie mtist i^o. he cried, " My dud ! will 
tljcy turn iiic out of school ; Avill they force me into ignorance ?" 

Although such treatment of r('S])ectal.)le colored ]»erso!is is jic»t unfre 
qucnt in various parts of the country, yet it is acknowledgod on all sides 
that everv year bears witness to the increi\sed kindness of the white to 
the colored population. Some months sinc<', a petition, signed by twenty- 
five jjcrsons of color, was presented to the Ci.'nslitutioi.al Con\cntion of 
Ohio, praying tor Cfpial political privihg-es. A Mr. iJoll objected to its 
reception, and demanded tlie yeas and nays, wliich resviltr-d in a vote of 
76 to 2G in favor of its reception.f The Michigan State Convention have 
adopted a clause, enfranchising Indians aiul their descendants, and de- 

*TlieWortliy Chaplains of ijie National Divinon are, Jiev. Messrs. Stone, of 
Boston, and Ik^ccher, of Brooklyn, N. Y. They, of course, must feel grieved at 
such an act, and desire its formal repeal. 

f We have received from an emineni citizen of Ohio a letter, of which the follow- 
ing is an extract; "No written report was made by the C(»nimittee, 1 think. If 
the Convention had intended the right of suffrage to tho colored peo]>le. it would 
have defeated the Constitution. The prejudice against it i!», however, giving way. 
and will continue to give way as the ("lark colored nice c<>ntin\!e to inij)ri»ve, I 
should have voted for giving them equal privileges in il-.is and in all other liiingp, for 
I can select, frc/in fhe white popu/ai ion more men uho ar* hicajiallc, than 1 can 
of blackn iiL this State" 
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cidcd to snljiiiit to tlic people tlic question of extciidiiig the privileges 
of citizeusliip to the AlVioau race.* 

It wiil U.', in vain t!i;it the friends of tlic colored race labor bv precept 
and example to a.boliHli unjust distinctions in society, linless they seek to 
elevate themselves, and show by liieir industry, fiiigality, teiiiperancc niid 
iiioral de'portment, that they ar j wortliy of any position which tlieir white 
fellow-citizens enjoy. The intelligent of their number have long seen^ 
and are inculcating this truth ainong tlic masses, while tliey are thera- 
selves setting ;i pi-aisewortliy example of intellectual and moral elevation. 
An Amei'ican Leao-uc of colored seamen was formed in New- York last 
year for mutual benefit, which we liopc will be productive of iiiuch good. 
The colored po[)ulation of the city of Detroit, in 1850, was 1,000. They 
OAvncd u|)wards of >Iv30,000 of real estate, ii nearly equal amount of per- 
sonal property, and upwai'ds of J GO houses on leased lots. There are not 
more than a. liundred, over ten yenrs of age, who cannot read and wi'ite. 

In the recent Convention of citizens of color, lield in the city of New- 
York, Ml". John Jay Zuille presented highly interesting statistics respect- 
ing the education of children. It appears that the educational interests 
of the colored children are connnitted to the care of the Public-School 
Society, the Society foi* tlie T'romotion of Education among Colored 
Children, ;uid the I>oard of Education, and such other institutions as may 
give free education to children, including the Asylum for Colored Or- 
])hans. The whole mimber of children in school last year was 3,398? 
being one eighth of the whole colored population of the city. " The 
schools arc o])en to all — free as the air we breathe." 

AVe find in the Tribune of April IGtli the following: — 

Thcro is now open in rhilii(l(;lpliiiu an oxliibition of the colored moclmnics, on 
tlic plan (if tlic Franklin Institute, iuul lor the first ofVort exceeds the most ?anguine 
expectations of all. On visiting- the place I was much surprised to see the beautiful 
specimen-! of work exhibitetl there, which wo\ikl be a credit to any mechanic. The 
portrait j)aintin<2;s of Vidal of y<iur city, and Wilson of this, arc v<'ry creditidjlc. 
The marine paintings by Jkiwser arc excellent. Dutcre, an undertaker, has some 
(nic work in his hue. Dr. ]\ock lias some of the most s])lendid specimens of artifi- 
cial teeth that we ever bilield,and his rc^commendations as to charact(.tf and science 
we have never seen equalled. Tliere is an invention by Roberts for rej^lacing cars 
on the track when thrown off. wliich is quite ingeniou.^. There are numy creditable 
things, such as sofas, spring Ix.'dsteads, fancy tables, bonnets, cnihroidery, stoves, 
stereotype plates, stone, ware, saddles, itc. For the whole, we think that the exliibi- 
tion reliects credit on the colored people. 

In the Tribune, 0^ Marcli 4th, is an account of a concert bv colored 
people, interspersed with an address and recitations, "of an order not 
excelled very recently by any class of the commnnity." 

In tlic Natiotial Eni^ of Ap.ril 24th, is an able article, by the editor, 

*ln the Friend of India is an article, intended to display the evils of caste, 
and headed, " The Days of Caste Numbered." It has been among the greatest ob- 
stacles to the introduction of the gos])el, and the fruits of the labors of this Society 
arc beginning to apjtear in efforts made by American missionaries to abolish caste 
among persons converted to Cliristianity by their instrumentality. 
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on tlie colored population of llie United States, e^pcaking of the progress 
among the free ]>eoplc of color, and jiroving that the }>re.sent generation 
of slaves is niucli superior to tlie preceding, as tliai was to the innnediatc 
descendants of the imjwrted Africans. Among tlie free peo})le of color, 
the numl)er of property-holders has greatly multijdied. Tliey have more 
schools, more churches, more benevolent associations, and this in spite of 
the fact, that never had any jx'ople to struggle against such ol>stacl<'s. 'i1ic 
editor arcrues strono-ly in favor of the diffusion of intelliii'ence anionic the 
masses, and the removal of disabilities which impair their sult' n^spcct and 
weaken their eneru'ies, and savs: "As thev cannot and oui^ht not to be 
thrust out of our borders, we should attach them to the country by deal- 
ing justly with them, and seeking th<^ir impruvement. 'Here, as in all 
other cases, justice is wisdom; op])ression a blunder, as well ;us crime.' " 

The Constitutions of the free States invariably treat colored peo])le as 
citizens/''' In five of the ISew-EuLi'land States thev are entitled to vote.f 
In several States their children mix in the same schools on equal terms 
with white children. Educated colored men are found in the jirotessions 
of law, medicine and theology. It is idle to say, that, with the same 
advant.'iges, the people of color cannot equal the whites in literary, mechan- 
ical, and agricultural pursuits, and that they will not make as useful and 
well-behaved members of the communitv. Away, then, with the absurd 
notions of caste, and the ])rejudices against color, of which semi-civilized 
nations, and even heathen, are becoming utterly ashamed. 

Durinix the last year tin?. Committee sent ajt a'zent to .Ni:w-Mkxico 
to inquire into the state of thijigs, see what could be done to advance the 
anti-slavery cause, aini co-operate with the friends uf Freedom in that 
territory, lie is still tliere, and has communieated valuable intbrmation, 
while he is prosecuting his agency with discretion and abilitv. It was 
made ]>art of his duty to circulate an address in English and S]>an\>h, 
showing the unprofitableness of slave labor, and such other ])ublications 
as would be useful to the mixed population of that ii!cii)ient Stale. 

It was the earnest desire of many uf the principal inhabitant's of New- 
Mexico that slavery should be ])rohibited lor ever l)y Congress. f)ne of 
them, Hugh N. Smith, !'>(]., who was elected a delegate to that body, 
strongly recommended the interdiction <;f slavery, and it is supposed lie 
was refused a seat on that account. Conixre-^s, instead of extendinf^" the 
Ordinance of 1TS7 over the new 'Jerritoiy, k.'lt it to the peoj-ie to decide, 
when the time shall arrive for the formation of a State irovernment, 
whether slavery shall be estal,)lished or not. Nothinir contributed more 
powerfully to this result than the dechiralion of Mr. W./bsler in the Senate, 
that 'Mhe law of nature — the law oi* physical geography — tlu; law of the 

*Tho law of A'irginia, of Dcconiber 1702, recognize^ jx^oplc of color as citi- 
zens. The orij^nnai law, passod in ] 779, contained a distinction of color, but die 
words "white persons." were stricken out in 1792. 

f Connecticut h the exception. 
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njiiiidntio!! of iliG oarili,'" (•xcliicl 'd slavcrv from tlie new Territories.^' Tins 
(loelaratioii wai^ made in (.ln! face of notorious facts to the contrary. Wliilo 
(he Northern Senator was u^ing liis iiiihience against the prohiljilion of 
slavery, a Southern Senat(jr frankly avowed the trulli. .Senator Davis, of 
Mississi])i)i, acknowledged, that the valley of the Gila is rich in gold, and 
that slaacfi will 'prohahl;/ he lakcn {here if not prohibited by Coiigrcs^. 

iMiero-ctic edbrts ai'o heinu; made to introduce slavery into Now- 
Afexico. The f.'ars and jealousies of the Mexica!i ])art of the population 
are aroused by the assurance of those in tavor of the measure tJutt if 
negro slavery is excluded their system of peonagef will bo prohibited ; 
and persons from slave Stat 'S are movino- into the Territorv, witli their 
domestic "servants," to funiliarize the people to slave labor. It behooves 
aJI the friends of freedom in (he free Slates, in their correspondence, by 
encouragement of tiie eniijratioii of friends of freedom, and other mea- 
sures, to strengthen tlie hands ol' the oppofients of slavery in (he new 
Territoiy. The eyes of the people of the free States should be fixed on 
ISTcw-.Nhixico with ceaseless viu'ilance, h-st the enemy take advantao'c of their 
supineness and plant slavery in tiiat extensive country so firmly that it 
will not Soon be eradiealed. Politicians pretend that the " laws of nature ' 
|)reventthe introduction of slaveiy into tiie Territories of New-Mexico and 
Utah, but liio cupidity and despotism of man triumphs over these laws. 
From evidence in. our possessi(.)n we know tliat plans arc laid and schemes 
are on foot for the estabhshment of slaveiy in New-Mexico, and that unless 
the voice of the people of the free States is loud and determined against 
its extension, it will find a foot-hold there in spite of the predictions of 
Mr. Webster and all who take liis opinions or the opinions of any aspiring 
politician for facts.J; 

In Utah attempts will be made, also, to introduce slavery. The Fron- 
tier Guardian, a Morn) on j)ap'er, says : — 

Wc feel it to bo our duly to define our positidti in relation to tlio snHjcct of 
slavery. There arc sev^jral men in the valley of the Salt Jjake IVoni Ihc Southern 
States, Avho liavo their slaves with tlietn. There no law in U^ah to authorize 
slavery, neilhcM' any to prohibit it. If the slave i^^ disposed to leave liis master, no 
power existn here;, either k\L(al or moral, that will ])revent liim. 13ut if the slave 
chooses VI) remain willi his master, iione are allowed to interfere between the mas- 



* Tt '\'\ impopsib'o to restrain indignation at the conduct of Mr. Webster, or to 
refrain from eharii;ii)g upon him moi'e tiuui upon any other person tiie triumphs 
aehieveil by tlse Slave Tower. There was a juncture when lie miijht by his personal 
innucnce have arrested tl-.e iui(juitous measures for j^ivinfj slavery a chant;c ofexiten- 
siun over tlie new Territories, checked the arrogance of the slaveholders in Congre.s.'?, 
and given a migiity impetus ti) the anti-slavery cause. Instead of this — at the 
exigency, when the eyes of the natidu were upon him, and in full recollection of Ids 
former declarations on the side of tVeedom — he astoni-hed the nation by giving in 
his adherence to the Slave Power! 

j- This is a species of .--'avery resulting iVom debt, and is bottomed upon contract. 

\ 1S\\\ Webster, in a speech delivered at P.utFalo, since the above was written, 
paid: ''Those who have typi'S at command, have a perfect right to express their 
opinions; but T doubt their riglit to <>xpress opinions as facts." So, then, none but 
politicians have a right to express opinions as facts! 
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ter anrl \he slave. All tlie slaves that arc here n]"'pe:\r to bo porfcotlj confenteii 
and satisfied. AVlien a man in the HouUiern Stntt^s embracop onv fnidi. nnd h the 
owner of slave?, the Chure.li phvs t(» hinii: If vunr slaves vvislj lo reniiiin v.i;b vou,. 
and to gi> with yon, pnt tliem i^ot away ; but if tiiey clioo^e to l<-;ivi! you, or are not 
.satislied to remain with you, it is for you to .'^ell them, or to lei ihetn no free, as 
your own conscience may direct you. The? Churoii on tliis point i\s>urnes nt)t the 
responsibility to direct. Tiie hiws of tlie land reoos^nize .'■lavery ; wo do not wiili 
to oppose the laws of the country. If there !s sin in s< llint^ 31 yiavr, hit the it)divid- 
iial who sells liim bear tliat and not tli^ Church. Wisdoni and prudence <lictate 
to U6 thi.s positicm, and we trust that our jx.jsition will lienceforth be understood."' 

AVc trust that the iuliabitaiits of this Territory, and tlte cniiirrant^t. to it, 
will emulate tlie conduct of the pooj)le of Califbnria, aud not have occa- 
sion to rue the day wlicn they allowed slaver}^ under any ci re u ins: lances, 
to obtain a foot-hold in that region, destined, witlt free labor, to be an 
important and Nourishing State in the Unioti. 

Califor.n'ia took a noble stand fjr Freedoni, Shivery mi'dit have sue- 
ceeded there better than in New-Mc.xico or Utah, but the i)eo])le, manv 
of them emigrants from shue States, knew that its introduction, tliough 
it might result in temporary profit, Avoidd blast tlic brilliant ptrosptects of 
the new^ State, and therefore unanimously forbndo it. The stand taken 
at the North, whicli induced slaveholders to believe that the Ordinance of 
1787 would be extended over all the new Terriloi-ies, contributed to this 
result. The attem|)t to jirolubit free peo]de of color from inhabiting Cal- 
ifornia failed in the Convention for formino- the Constitution bv a laro-c 
majority; and the clause prohibiting slavery {t.-issed by the vote of every 
member. The Bill for the admission of California, int** the I'luon, with 
the Constitution she had framed, and tlie bomidarics she h.ad defnied, 
after strong opposition passed the Senate, ']4 yea< to IG na}"s, th<' House, 
150 yeas to 57 nays, and was .<igned by the I'residenl Si'ptemi,»er lOlh, 
1850. 

Experimentiii arc being made in Jamaica in raiding cotton. A th'ld of 
ten acres v^-as ])lanted, and produced 030 lbs. to the ncrp. The average 
crop in oitr Southern States is 000 lbs. Mr, iMagrove has p]ant«-d thirty 
acres. ITe is a resident proprietor, with me;uis, aaid his e.\amph\ says 
the Kingston MortrniQ Jounn/l^ will be followed. This pl.",nt, as is well 
known, grows spontaneously in Africa, and v-e ha\e heard that a cargo 
of cotton w.as shiiUjcd not long mo'o from AiViea to J'aio-laiid.'^ 

Tlie manufacture of llax-cotton lias been successfully lest'-d lioili at 
Glasci;ow and Manchester, and the atteiition of the connnereial as well its 
the pliilanthropic world is now an.xiously directed t.o iiiis subject. The 
prospect is, that the use of flax with Cwltt^n will materially lessen tlie con- 
sumption of the latter, and of course i-en.d«/r sl.ives and slave labor le-s 
valuable. Should the anticipations of the ])arti<^s concerned be realized, 
the emancipation of the slaves will be hastened. The Chevalier Claussen 

* Our esteemed fellow-countrymen, Messrs. Penniiitrton and Garnett, are now in 
Great Britain, lecturing for the Free Produce Associations of that country. This is 
a subject that interests considerable numbers of persons in this country also. 
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lias visitod Manchester to make trial of his patent process for spinning 
flax-cotfon. The ox|)eriments wore said to be higlily satisfactory. One of 
our ne\vs}»apcrs states : — 

Their com pl(3to success would produce a tremendous change in the coraracrce of 
the world. Flax U raised in liu^iia, Great Britain, Flanders, Holland, Egypt, I^ew- 
Zealand. and Australia, and in all the free States of the Uuion, who have it in their 
power, if the new experiment succeeds agreeably to present expectation, to strike 
a blow at slavery that must result in its overthrow. The best soil in the v/orld for 
the production of flax is that of tlio middle and western part of this continent. Over 
ten iuimlrcd thousand cwt. are annually used in Great Britain now, in the manu- 
facture of linen, ami tjie vari<His mixtures of linen and wool; but if the flax fibre 
could be fnrni.^hed, as Claussen states, at four pence sterling per pound, and spun 
by Gotten and woollen machines, the consumption of it would be prodigiously ex- 
tended. It would supjjlant cotton in many of its most common uses, and in that 
way work a. great revolution. 

iMi\ KWy.ih Slack, of Renfrew, Scotland, has invented a machine by 
which the coarsest licmp, old bagging, jnte, &c., are converted into the 
iinest flax and llax-cotton. It is said that Ids invention lias priority to 
that of Claussen. According to the Glasgow Saiiirday Post., the inven- 
tion, wIhmi fully dev(doped, is calculated to effect a surprising revolution 
in spiiuiing and weaving manufactm-cs. It is nndej-stood from ])ractica] 
])arties that the ex])erinients thus far arc most satisfactory and conclu- 
sive. Our own countrymen do not intend to be outdone in, this new 
enterprise. The editor of the Louisville Journal states tliat he has 
received from {)]\ 0. S. Leavitt a beautiful sjiecinien of llax-cotton pro- 
duced irum the common coarse flax, such as is grown in Jventuclvy for 
seed. ])r, Leavitt states that it can be produced fi'om iinrotted flax, as 
cheap as cotton, and will run to fine numbci's. lie has been foi' several 
years engaged in making experiments o!i iiemp, and boasts of being in 
j)Osses.sioti of important knowledge on the snbject, wdiicli is not known 
to Claussen. We join with tens of tlionsands in saying, " Speed the 
Flax-cotton Jx)om ! 

.Durino" the visit of our countrymen and friends, Messrs. Penniiifrton 
and (Jarnett,* to Germany, the past year, meetings were held on the 
subject of slavery, and a. Gkrm.-vn Anti-Si-avkrt Society w^is formed at 
Fraid-ifort. hi 18'18 a fow individuals in that ancient town, desirous of 
co-operating in the suj^prcssion of slavery, projectf^.l an association liaving 
this for its object; but owing to political troubles, the matter was post- 
poned. Tlii' a'^send.ding of the Peace C/ongress there rekindled their 
7,eaJ. N[r. llrydeu, the first Civic Magistrate <>\ Frankfurt, a gentleman 
well known for his })hilaiitro})liy, and Dr. Carove, of Ueildelberg, a cor- 

* These gontlemon arc now in Great Ih-itain, laborinir zealously and efficiently 
to promote the anti-slavery cause. Mr. (^nrnett is lecturing in behalf of an associa- 
tion in Kngland on Free Froduce. Dr. Petmingtou lias lectured on tliat and other 
sul)jects. Widiin a few days we h:ive seen his deed of emancipation. Ho escaped 
from slavery tweiity years since. Whether livitig or dead, his tbrnu'r m aster and 
his heirs did not kn^tw. The adnuiiistrator was therefore glad to receive $150 for 
his (Muaiu'inaiion ; a cheap price for liberating an American Doctor of Divinity from 
slavery ! 
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responding member of this Committee, and author of the eloquent 
address to his countrymen in the United States, pubHshed a few years 
since by our Society, were conspicuous on the occasion, liev. Louis 
Bonnet, pastor of the French Protestant Association, was elected Presi- 
dent, and Mr. Charles Bourgignon, Secretary. A Committee was also 
formed. to promote as f^ir as possible the disuse of produce cultivated bj 
slave labor. 

Our brethren of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society hav« 
pursued their arduous labors with untiring industry. Their excellent 
periodical, the Reporter^ furnishes ample evidence that their watchfulness 
over the whole anti-slavery field is unceasing and vigilant, that they exert 
a beneficial influence on their Government, and, in various important 
respects, uphold the anti-slavery cause throughout the world. Two of 
their number, Messrs. John Candler and G. W. Alexander, of England, 
visited this city on their return from an excursion to the West India 
colonies, to observe the workings of emancipation, and to ascertain the 
present condition of the people. A.\\ interesting account of their journey 
has been published in the JJriilsh and Foreign Anti-Slavery Rq^orter. 
The following remarks are taken from it. 

ENGLISH COLONIES. 

Of Baiibadoes they say: "We think, on the whole, that the physical 
condition of the Barbadian peasantry, though far from being prosperous, 
presents an immense gain as compared with the days of slavery, and is cal- 
culated to afford satisfaction to the friends of freedom." Of St. Vincent 
they remark : " The laborers are said to be never idle. They are exem- 
plary in their attendance on public worship, and. so far as we are able to 
judge, their moral condition is more satisfactory than in any other British 
colony." Respecting Antigua,* it is stiid : We expected, moraJlj 
speaking, more of Antigua than of the other colonies, and found a greater 
advance in this respect than in most of them. . . . Tiio people have 
proved themselves good subjects, and they continue to exhibit the pleas- 
ing spectacle of an improved and impi'oving community." St. Kitts is suf- 
fering on account of lowness of wages, and the unwillingness of planteitJ to 
sell small portions of ground ; and '* the moral state of the laborers is, we 
fear, but little better than their physical and social condition. Of Ja- 
maica it is said : " One half, at least, of the coffee now exported from 
Jamaica is said to bo raijed by the common people. . . . Our progre.Si 
through the country tended to con\ inGe us, that although much depres- 

* Mr. Alexander stated that at a dinner at wliich he was present, a colored m*n 
sat opposite the Governor who is a puisne Judge and has the title of "Honorable;" 
also that many born slaves have risen t > high stations from the force of taleni 
alone. And we learn from the report of the Governor of Antigua, that a vael 
majority of the offenses committed are of a light character ; that he knows of no 
peasantry whose condition of life is on the whole superior io that enjoyed by thoM 
around him. 

7 
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sion existed, and all classes shared in tlie suffering, the distress was far 
from being- so deep and general as we had been led to expect. The 
planters justly atlnbiito their losses and difficulties chiefly to the opera- 
tion of our late imperial Sugar Act. We lind the free laborer of the 
British West Indies in a state of comfort that might compare favorably 
witli the workino: classes of our own country. ... It is also no small 
proof of industry that the peasantry have been able to buy tens of thou- 
sands of freeholds."* 

We regret that Messrs. Alexander and Candler did not procure and 
publish the testimony of some hundreds of intelligent persons, in different 
professions and conditions in life, at the various islands, as to the workings 
of emancipation in an industrial, educational, and moral point of view ; the 
reasons why the condition of the inhabitants in these respects is not as 
favorable as was anticipated; and the opinions now held by influential per- 
sons in these lands, as to the great benelits that have resulted, notwithstand- 
ing adverse cii'cumstanccs, from the liberation, of the black and colored 
population. Such testimony, accompanied by statements of facts, pub- 
lished in a small pamphlet, and widely circulated, would be of very great 
service. It would cheer the IViends of the negro in their efforts to bring 
about universal emancipation, and hava a tendency to slmt the mouths of 
the enemies of the anti-slavery cause, who continually point to what they 
consider the injurious results of em;mcipation in tlie West Indies, as evi- 
dence that freedom has been a cui-se rather than a blessino- to the islands. 
We hope such testimony will be collected, and given to the Wvjrld. 

It is, we think, deeply to be regretted, that the philanthropic people of 
Great Britain did not, at an early day, send to the colonies well qualified 
persons, to introduce improvements in agriculture and the mechanical 
arts, and aid the emancipated in commencing the new life opened to them 
by the noble and munificent acts of their Government. What an immense 
advantage, for example, would the agricultural implements and skill of an 
English farmer be to the tillers of the soil in Jamaica ! What benefit 
might they have derived from the exam[)le, instruction, and assistance of 
a few prjictical men sent out to teach them the best inodds of securino- 
sufficient quantities of land, cultivating it advantageously, disposing of the 
produce to the best advantage, <fec. The emancipated needed advice and 
assistance from those Avho had their welfare at heart, and who had the 
ability and means to aid them in their industrial pursuits. It is not too 

* We have received letters frorn j\Ir. Thomas Jones, Secretary of the Barbadoes 
Anti-Slavery Society, of recent date, giving valuable intelligence respecting the 
.if^hind, and stating explicitly that " eniancipation is not a failure in the British West 
Indies, and especially in this island, but rather a boon of incalculable Avortli, as well 
to the planter as to the laborer." Mr. Jones also furnishes copies of resolutions 
passed by the Committee of the Society, and at a public meeting, -with reference 
to the Fugitive Slave Act, which seems tohjive filled the inhabitants of the island, 
as might naturally be expected, with astonishment. ' 

The Joitmal of Commerce of May, 1850, gives a favorable account of the ex- 
portation of produce from Bermuda. 
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late to commence tbis labor of love for the thoitsaiids who have their lib 
erty, but not the k]iowlec]|ye to use it to the best advautagc. The soil is 
unsurpassed in fertility, but much of it lies waste ; and tlie portion that is 
cultivated yields but a comparatively scanty supply, owing tx) the miserable 
mode by which the negroes have been taught to cultivate it. One Eng- 
hsh farmer at Jamaica, with suitable means, stock, and implements, on a 
farm of three hundred acres, with laborers who should bo paid adequate 
wages, might, at the present time, be of unspeakable service to the whole 
island. His success would attract other farmers, stimulate the well- 
directed industry of the laborinfj classes, and hold out inducements for 
colored laborers in this country to go to Jamaica. We res])ectfully com- 
mend this sul)ject to the attention of British philanthropists, now that ap- 
peals are made to the colored people of this countr}^ to emigrate to 
Jamaica. 

THE FRENCH COLONIES. 

At Martinique " the Mayor" expressed his great satisfaction at the 
good conduct of the people, and his iistonishment and delight at the result 
of emancipation : " Cest niagnifique ; c'cst sufcrbe /■■ At GuADALO'aPK 
"a good system of secular education prevails in the largo towns, to which 
the poor of all classes and of every color resort. . . . White, brown 
and black children sit togetlier on the same forms without distinction, and 
have the benefit of able teachers."^'* At Dominica the travellei's learned 
that "the laboring population is quite equal to the wants of tlie colony." 
. . . In the northeast of the island, where tlic ];)rincipal sugar estates 
are situated, the common people are said to nuike a good living, and to 
lay by money. f 

TJ!E DANISH COLONIES. 

Santa Cruz is not yet fully the abode of lil>crty, but we trust that it 
soon will be. The proclamation of freedom to the slave population, dated 
3d July, 18-18, which bestowed unconditional freedom on the slave, has 
since been repealed. . . . We are confident that their condition 
(that of the peasantry) is greatly improved since a partial ernancipatiorx 
has been conferred upon them. 

Eespecting St. Thomas it is said, that 

The slaves who lived in the town were made unconditionally free ; but the slaves 

* M. Pcrrinon, Member of the French Assembly from Guadaloupe, said, in a 
speech replete with facts, that the negro population had greatly improved in moral- 
ity since emancipation, and that nuirriages had increased in a most remarkable 
manner. 

f It will be remembered that ihe Provisional Government of France decreed the 
complete abolition of slavery in the French West Indies ; and also, that after the 
expiration of two years, any Frenchman, persisting in lidding slaves in uny part of 
the world, should be denatioi;alized. Not long since a propo:<itipn was introduced 
into the. National Assembly, to extend the operation of the last provision to ten 
years, and it passed, we are BoiTy to say, by a large vote — the Republicans voting, 
against the extension. 
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who live on the estates in the country, 2,000 in number, are little bettered in their 
condition. St. Jolins contains only 2,450 inhabitants. The estates are good and 
productive. 

"VVcliave received communications from Jamaica, giving ample accounts 
of the island, witli reference to its adaptation to the colored population of 
the United States, accompanied by earnest solicitations that they may be 
influenced to emigrate thither. This information has been arranged for 
publication by an intelligent friend, and will soon be given to the pub- 
lic, so that those for whom it wiis immediately intended will form their 
own opinion as to the advisedness of adventuring to Jamaica, Meantime 
we fully agree with the editor of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Reporter^ when he says ; — 

No scheme will, or ought to be successful, which does not provide perfect libert- 
of action to the emigrants, in the selection of their employers and employments, per 
feet right of locomotion, to go whithersoever their necessities or their inclination 
may direct, and all the privileges and protection which British subjects can claim 
from the Government. We counsel our colored friends in the United States not to 
be led antray upon these points, find to hsten to none but their friends, when propo- 
sals to emigrate are presented to them. They cannot be too cautious how they 
commit themselves. 

The friends of freedom in Canada have recently adopted wise and en- 
ergetic measures in aid of the anti-slavery cause throughout the world. 
The " Anti-Slavery Society for Canada" has been formed at Toronto, and 
likewise a "Ladies' Association." The labors of tliese societies will bo 
directed, in tlic first place, to the relief of the large numbers of fugitive 
slaves from this country, who have been driven away by the Fugitive 
Slave Bill ; and afterwards to such general objects as they can appropri- 
ately attend to, in connection with the emancipationists of this and other 
lauds. We are favored to-day with the presence and co-operation of the 
Rev. Dr. AVillis, the esteemed President of the Canada Society, and most 
cordially welcome him and his coadjutors to the noble field of philanthropy 
upon which they have entered. Tlic thanks of the friends of freedom 
and hunianity are due to the inhabitants of Canada, for the hospitable 
and generous aid so freely prolYored by them to the suffering individuals 
and families who have fled to them for succor. 

In this connection wo are pleased to state that several agents have, 
during the last year, proceeded to Canada, to exert the best influence in 
their power over tlie fugitives that have flocked to that province in years 
past, and especially those who have gone the last year, They are sup- 
plied with the means of instructing the colored population, clothing some 
■ of the most destitute fugitives, and aiding tliem, in various ways, to obtain 
, employment, procure and cultivate land, and train up their children. Our 
friends in. Canada are exerting a good influence in the same direction. 
We trust the Abolitionists of England will afford their co-operation ; and 
it may not be improper for us to suggest, that it is highly important that 
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a plan, on a large scale, should be devised, for the permanent employ- 
ment of the people of color in Canada, under the direction of competent 
agents, in agricultural and mechanical pursuits. This will be for their 
present and future advantage, and the good of the people among whom 
they have chosen their residence. 

Since our last annual meeting intelligence has been received from the 
Sandwich Island.s, that resolutions had been passed by the King, Kamklia- 
MEHA, in Privy Coijncil, that all the government lands arc to be surveyed 
and laid out into small lote, not exceeding ten acres each, and offered for 
sale to natives only for the present; and that another act of the Privy 
Council, of more recent date, sweeps jivvay the last vestige of the feudal 
tenure, which has proved so detrimental to the interests of all concerned. 
" It is the crowning act that gives liberty to a nation of serfs." 

The African Slave-Tiiade, altliough declared by the laws of the United 
States to be piracy, continues to be carried on ; and it is shamefully noto- 
rious that Americans and American vessels are largely engaged in it 
About a year since three American vessels, captured by British naval 
ships, were lyino; at St. Helena, for beinir enmiired in th,at infamous traffic. 
Not long after a fourth was added, having on board 11 pei^sons as crew^ 
30 passengers, and 547 Africans, (441 males, and 106 females.) The 
name of the vessel hist alluded to was Lucy Ann, of Boston, commanded 
by John Hamilton. As has been usual in such cases, he and the crew 
were permitted to go on shore unmole.'>tcd. It is stated in the Evening 
Post, of Feb. 3d, 1851, that out of ibrty-nve vessels engaged in the Bra- 
zilian slave-lradc, nineteen came from the State of Massachusetts. British 
war vcsficis have been vigilant in seizing slave ships, both Americjm and 
Brazilian, and sending them into port for adjudication, for which they arc 
entitled to tlie thanks of the civilized world. 

It is stated thatabout thirty thousand slaves are annually brought into 
Rio de Janeiro, and that the average worth has been estimated at $1*75. 
Mr. Clay, in a speech, in the Senate during the last session, on presenting 
a petition signed by eminent and philanthro|>ic citizens of Rhode-Island, 
praying for the interference of Congress to put a stop to the African slave- 
trade, remarked, that 173,000 slaves had been imported into the single 
province of Rio dc Janeiro in 1846-49, and ho presumed that as largo a 
number had Ix-en imported into other provinces of the Brazilian Empire, 
?is well as the island of Cuba. 

On tiie 4th of September, 1850, a decree in General Assembly was 
issued by the Emperor of Brazil, Don Pedro, that all Brazilian vessels, 
found any where, and that foreign vessels coming into Brazilian ports, or 
anchored in tlie possessions of Brazil, havisig slaveys on board, will be 
seized; that the importation of slaves into the imperial territory will be 
punished as piracy. Whether the Emperor is' sin^.'ere in his profes^d, 
efforts for the repression of the slave-trade rerf^aihs' to' be seen. The 
Government of this country has published the following translation, of a 
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commiriication, addressed by tlie Chief of the PolicG at Bahia, Brazil, to 
the United States Consul at that city : — 

In consequence of several commanders and masters of foreign vessels having 
brouglitto this port on board of their vessels liberated slaves, (homcns liberton,) prob- 
ably unaware that such is expressly prohibited by tlie law of the 7th of November, 
1831, 1 consider it necessary to infurni you, m order that j'ou may make it known to 
the subjects of your nation therein interested, that all commanders, masters and 
mates, who may bring to this port liberated slaves, not Brazilian born, subject them- 
selves to a penalty of 100 milrees for every person so brought, and also to the ex- 
penses of their re-exportation, as directed by the Sth article qf said law, and which J 
intend for the future to have rigorously enforced. 

Sccrckiri/ of the Police of JJahia, Nov. 7, 1850. 

The Chief of Police, 

To t]ic Consul of the United States. Ioao MAuracio Wandehley. 

vSlaves, in large numbers, continue to be imported into Cuba, under the 
connivance of the Governor-General, who receives fifty dollars for eacli 
negro. All attempts on the part of Great Britain to secure the execution 
of the treaty prohibiting tliis execi'ablc commerce, seem to be frustrated 
by the Spanish authorities, who, while exhibiting a just indignation against 
the pirates and fi'cebooters who go from this country to molest them, in- 
consistently enough, sanction a more ati-ocious sy'^stem of piracy carried 
on by their own snl>jccts. 

The slave-ti'adc, it lias been often and truly said, will not cease while 
slavery exists. AVherever there is a market, there will be supplies. 
Abolish the market for slaves, and the shu'e-ti-adc will expire of course 
After many years of arduous toil to put an end to tiie slave-trade, Wil- 
berforce and his compeers. learned that it was in vain to attempt its sup- 
pression while slavoi'y existed. They then bent their etforts to the 
extinction of the market in the British West Indies. Since then, England 
has, at immense expense and constant negotiation, been endeavoring to 
suppress the slave-trade throughout the world ; but her elYorts have been 
in vain, and nuist be while slavery keeps up the demand for slaves. 
Even if she com[)els, as she should have done long since, powers w-ith 
which she has formed treaties for the suppression of the slave-trade to 
fullil their obligations, the traffic will not be terminated, for the reasons 
already stated. In sjato of all the treaties that may be Negotiated, in 
spite of all the etibrts made in good faith for their observance, in spite 
of all the cruising squadrons that may vex the seas, while slavery exists 
and is prolitablo the slave-trade will be prosecuted. The cupidity of 
slaveholdcj's will be an over-matcli for the skill of ambassadors and the 
prowess of men-of-war. 

The slaveholders of the United States, with hypocritical effrontery, » 
profess to be the enemies of the slave-trade. Declamation succeeds de- 
clamation from Mr. Clay, and other members of Congress, against the 
piratical /are^(7;i slave-trade, while they sustain the domestic slave-trade, a 
c*ime ea'uMty* (^hK'I -ukI 'odious ! Even in the capital of the nation, under 
tho very cy(is oi ambiissadors from foreign courts, the manacled slave is 
bought and sold, driven through tlic streets, and carried olT in chains to all 
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parts of the slave States. What is stigmatized as j^r/rac?/, if coiiiinitted on 
the coast of Africa or on the liigh seas, is deemed lawful and respecta])le 
trade if corauiittcd on our own territory, even in the city of Washington ! 
One of our slavcholding and shive-trading judges may condemn to death a 
wretched man, convicted of trading in negroes on a foreign sliore, while 
he dreams not that, in the eye of reason and of God, he stands convicted 
of a similar crime. 

The British people are divided in o|)inion with regard to the Cruising 
SvsTEAr. The Anti-Slavery Society contend tliat it increases rather than 
diminishes the slave-trade, which can only be suppressed, they allege, by 
an enforcement of treaties, and by the use of steam vessels ; while th6 
missionary societies have petitioned that the squadron on the coast of 
Africa should not be removed. Sir C. IIothai7i, one of the ablest com- 
manders ever sent to that coast, has given his dehberate opinion that tho 
slave-trade cannot be essentially crippled or pei'nianently checked while 
the demand for slaves continues to be so great. Ho thinks the slave- 
trade " is entirely dependent u\)on the commercial demand for slaves, and 
has little or no connection with the squadron." 

The Edinburgh Revieio has an article in tlie NoVember number, upon 
the usefuhiess of the cruising vessels on the coast of Africa, and states the 
result of its investigation, with the prediction that the withdrawal of tho 
squadron will greatly increase the slave-trade, and })roduce other disiis- 
trous results, f he remarkable success of the Kaw^-Mendi Mission, under 
.the superintendence of the American Missionary Association, in suppress- 
ing war and promoting the arts of peace, demonstrates that nothing short 
of tho benign inihiences of the gospel, preached by men who consistently 
recommend peace and temperance, wWi })ut an end to the sanguinary wars 
that prevail among tlie dillerent tribes, and which, more than anything else, 
promote the slave-trade. The encouragement of an honest and fair trade 
with the natives will also lessen the temptation to \vage war, will encour- 
age the industry of the people, and lessen tho introduction of intoxicat- 
ing drinks and warlike instruments into the interior of Africa, Christianity 
consistently exhibited, accompanied by a commercial interchange of «.5c/'tt/ 
articles, will do more to put an end to the slave-trade than all the cruising 
squadrons that may be sent to the coast of Africa by botli Europe and 
America. 

AVe b-:^lieve that tlie Constitution of the United States, interpreted ac- 
cording to its obvious meaning, is in harmony with the higher taw of the 
Supreme Ruler, and therefore binding upon the people of this nation. What 
then ai'c its leading features, bearing upon the question now in issue be- 
tween Slavery and Freedom ? 

1. "The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and iramu 
nitics of citizens in the several States." — Comt. U. S., Art, 4, Sec. 2. 

Therefore, it is unconstitutional for South-Carohna, or any other State, 
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to imprison tlie colored seamen of Massacliusetts, wlio repair to their ports 

on lawful business, or to expel agente deputed to visit sucli States to take 

legal steps to test the constitutionality of their laws for the imprisonment 

of colored seamen.* 

2. "No person held to service or labor in one State, under tlie Icws tlicreof, es«> 
caping into anotlier, sliall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- 
charged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on ohiiin of the party 
to wliom such service or labor may be due." — Const. U. /S., Art. 4, Sec. 2. 

Mark the phraseology — "under the laws thereof." Said Senator Ma- 
son, of Virginia, in debate, alluding to the remarks of another Senator : — 

If he means by this, that proof shall be brought that slavery is establisiied by ex- 
isting laws, it is impossible to comply Avith tlie requisition, for no such proof can be 
produced, I apprehend, in any of the slave States. lam not aware that there is a 
single /State in, which the institution is cstabli-ihcd by positive laio. 

Mr. George Wood, in his argument in the case of the fugitive, Henry 
> Long, admitted the same thing. He said, " Slavery has grown up in this 
country by usage, and has been recognized as a sort of American common 
^a\v."f A sort of common law, truly ! Is human libei'ty to be jeoparded 
nnder sucli loose construction of law as tliis ? It will not be pretended 
that the expression in the Constitution, " under the laws thereof," refers 
to the common law in its usual acceptation. The framers o'f that instru- 
ment used language, it is universally conceded, with remarkable precision. 
Had they intended to refer to the common law, would they not have 
said, "No ])erson held to service or labor in one State under the common 
or statute law thereof" ? Tlie clause in the Constitution applies to all per- 
sons legally held to service or labor in one State under the laws thereof — 
to white apprentices ; and there is more evidence that the framers of the 
Constitution meant this clause to apply to such persons than to slaves, j 

The words "slave" and "slavery" do not appear in the Constitution. 
That instrument does not authorize Congress to legislate on behalf of 

* By the laws of Massachusetts, colored men are citizens; they arc also citizens 
by the laws of Virginia; atul, in fact, are citizens of all the States, entitletl to all 
the privileges in each State that are accorded to natives of such State of the same 
description. 

f New- York Evening Post. * 
\ Daniel Webster, in a speech at Buffalo, recently, made nn important admis- 
sion on this subjcft. He says : " Ab that day, [when tlie Constitution was 
framed,] there was a great system of apprenticeship at the North, and many ap- 
pretUiccs at the North, taking advantage of circumstancps, and of vessels sailing to 
the South, thereby escaped. 'J'hat led to a clear, express, and well-defined provi- 
sion in tlie Constitution of the countiy on the subject." 

Another historical fact is found in the Southern Press, the acknowledged organ 
of the slaveholders at Washington, whicli denies that the article in the Constitution 
for the reclamation of persons held to service was a concession to the South, or a 
comproujiso. It says also, " t|iat, at the very time this Constitution was adopted, 
and at the very place where it was framed,— Philadelphia,— -large numbers of poor 
foreign emigrants wer« arriving, who paid their passiige by selling their freedom 
(services) for a term, of years. . . . It is manifest, also, that since — as is well known — 
there was a greater tendency among these white men to * escape from service' than 
among slaves, and since these ' Redt;mptioners' went almost entirely Norih, it is plain 
that the provision in the Constitution respecting fugitives from service was even 
more favorable to the North than the SoiUh!^ 
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slavery, nor did its franiers intend that tlie Government of this country 
should ever sanction or uphold it. It is therefore unconstitutional for 
Congress to make laws for the establishment, reguhition, or protection of 
slavery in any district of the United States or elsewhere ; to authorize 
magistrates to commit to the United States prisons any man suspected, of 
being a fugitive slave, or the marshal to sell at auction such a pei-son for 
jail fees :; or to open negotiations with foreign governments for the rcco%^- 
ery of slaves who have taken refuge in Canada or any foreign country or 
teriitory. 

If, however, this instrument be interpreted by contemporaneous history, 
let the friends of liberty, as well as the advocates of human bondnge, 
have an equal beu'Stit in such an exposition. How wi!? the case then 
stand ? It is well known that the Convention* that framed the Constitu- 
tion had no intention of guaranteeing, extending, or perpetuating slavery. 
Even the members from the South were prominent and explicit on the 
subject. Mr, Webster says, that "Mr. Madisop.," who was the most 
eloquent debater in the body, and one of its principal members, " opposed 
the introduction of the term ^ slave' or * slavery' into the Constitution ; 
for he said ue did not wish to seij it hecoonjzed by the Constitu- 
tion OF THE United States of America that there could be trop- 

ERTY in man." 

It is also a matter of history, that, at the adoption of the Constitution 
by the people of the United States,*' it was expected by the whole coun- 
try. South and North, that slavery would speedily come to an end, by 
natural causes, the progress of public sentiment, and legislative acts of 
emancipation. The debates in the State Conventions, the correspondence 
of eminent men in various parts of the country, the prevailing sentiment 
of the people at the time, as handed down to postej'ity, bear witness to 
the correctness of this statement. Its truth is corroborated by the f/ict, 
that societies for the abolition of slavery were formed soon after the adop> 
tion of the Constitution, and that several of the most distinmnshcd mem- 
bers of the great Convention that framed it became Presidents of these 
Anti-slavery Societies.* 

Is it said, by the friends or apologists of slavery, that the, history of the 
times shows that slaves were meant in the carefully-worded clauses of the 
Constitution claimed to be compromises or guarantees? The enemies 
and denouncers of the hateful system prove by the same history: 1. 

* It is cointended by some, that the Constitution was adcvpted bi/ ihc Slates in 
(heir sovereign capacity, Tiiis is a great error. For convenience, Use people 
assembled in Couyent'on in each State by their delegates, as tlsey do in each town 
when called upon to deliberate upon a new form of government; but the Conetilu- 
tion was ad«>pted bi/ the People of the United States, The preamble commencet 
thus : " IVe, the People of the United StaicuM order to foruj a more perfect union," 
itc. Anterior to the adoption of the Constitution, there was a confederacy of the 
States, but the adoption of the Constitution put an end to it. Wa&hingt-tjn, in Lis 
Inaugural Address, recognizes this fact 
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That it was not intended tliat s^lavcry should ever extend beyond tlic old 
tiiirtooii States ; and 2, That it waii the general expectation that it would 
soon be aboHshed throunrhout the Union. We contend, then, that whe- 
thcr the Constitution be intoi'preted according to its letter, or by its Utter 
and contemporaneous history, slavery does not constitutionally exist in that 
part of the country beyond the boundaries of the old thirteen States, if 
it constitutionally exists at all. We contend that the inter-State slave-trade, 
all protection and regulation of slavery or the domestic slave-ti'ade, and all 
legislation on tlio subject of fugitive slaves by Congress, as well as all 
connection with the institution or its adjuncts by the Government, arc 
without constitutional authority. If this be so, what an enormous usur- 
pation has been practised by the Slave Power of this country ; how egre- 
giously have a large portion of the people of the free States been deceived ; 
how imperfectly lias the Constitution been understood ; how unconstitu- 
tional have been the acts of Congress on the subject of slavery ; and how 
gratuitous!}^ have anti-slavcry-men been maligned. 

In view of these facts it may be asked, AVill the people of this country 
for over allow themselves to be milled by demagogues, by false expositions 
of the ConstitutioUj by absui'd exegeses of Scripture on the subject of 
slavery ? Will the people of the free States consent, for all time, that a 
comjjarative fraction, who persist in liolding tlicir fellow-men as property, 
umhr what are falsely called the compromises and guarantees of the Con- 
siitiition, shall hold up that instrument in ierrorem over them ? Shall 
-Ki/vthi'rn demagogues, rightly named dough-faces by their Southern rnas- 
ier>^, i;iV/':i) s fopresent the people of the free States in the Congress of the 
U evited States, willingly surrender the interpretation of the Constitution 
and the administration of public aflairs to the Slave Power, and content 
thejnsolvcs with the small portion of offices and jobs dealt out to tliem, as 
rcw/irds for their recreant subserviency, by an arrogant minority ? 

The world was o-iven to understand that this Q'overnaient was founded 
to "establish justice, insure domestic tranquiUit}^, provide for the conunon 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessinijs of liberty ;" 
not mainly to protect property or enrich the nation, nor to acquire renown 
by feats of arras. Are we so degenerated, so Ijilse to the principles of the 
Declaration of Independence, so indifferent to the welf^ire of mankind, so 
utterly seltish, as to bo willing that the world should now understand that 
this nation will deliberately do what they think will give it the most fame, 
the most territory, the most money ! Are we read}" to withdraw our alle- 
giance to God, place ourselves under the dominion of Mammon, and say, 
" Be thou our god " ? 

AVill the people of the North stand still, and see the anti-slavery 
band, which so resolutely opposes the existence of slaverj^, and does all it 

* Benjamin Fraxkux was President of tlio Pennsylvania Society, and John- 
Jay of the New-York Society, 
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consistently can for its abolition, witlioui coming np to their help, swelling 
their numbers, and strivinn; to save tlie comitrv ? Let millions of voices 
answer, NO ! Let them exclaim, We will maintain the Union of the Staters, 
and the Constitution in its anti-slavery beauty and grandeur, with a firm 
rchance upon the God of our fathers ; w^e wil- divorce the General Govern- 
ment from all participation in slavery or the slave-trade, domestic and for- 
eign: no other slave State shall be admitted into the I'nion ; no person 
held to service or labor shall ever be surrendered -without the verdict of 
a jury ; no colored citizen of the North shall ever be imprisoned in South- 
ern ports under .unconstitutional enactments ; slavery shall be abolished for 
ever in the District of Columbia, and never curse any of our Territories ; the 
inter-State slave-trade shall cease ; and if the slaveholdci-s of the United 
States persist in holding slaves, in view of the superiority of free over slave 
labor, against the principles of political economy and the denunciations of 
Scripture, in spite of warning and entreaty, tuky will do it at their 

OWN PERIL. 

Nearly eighteen years ago fifty-six men, from different States, met in 
convention in Philadelphia, formed a National Anti-Slavery Society, and 
promulgated a Declaration of Sentiments to their countiymen. They were 
men devoid of political influence, and few had wealth or prominent sta- 
tions in society. But they had considered the subject of slavery, its oppo- 
sition to the principles of the government, its inhumanity, its ruinous 
tendency, the reproach it had brought on tlic country, and its guilt in the 
sight of God; and with sincere love to their country, sympathy for their 
oppressed feliow^-racn, and reverence for the Governor of nations, they re- 
solved to lift up a voice of remonstrance, entreaty and w\arning, and to 
take such measures as were feasible, in the hope that by the blessing of 
God they should be able to arouse their countrymen to a sense of their 
iniquity and danger, and induce them to relinquish a system so ruinouii 
to men and so oftensive to the Almio-htv. 

The promulgation of these sentiments, and the fearless but discreet 
advocacy of them, threw the country into great agitation. Slaveholders 
w^ere exasperated. Northern men w^ith Southern pnnciples, of all profes- 
sions, sympathized with them. Merchants in the Southern trade became 
alarmed* and sycophantic politicians were denunciatory. Priests and 
Levites passed by on the other side. But the truth found its way, and 
did its appropriate work. Persons connected with slavery saw their error 
and became zealous emancipationists. Here and there a politician, at the 
risk of losing his popularity, boldly advocated the cause of freedom. Cier= 
gymcn, in various parts of the country, dared to be singular and intrepid 
on the side of human rights. And now we find that the God of tho 
oppressed has opened the eyes of a great multitude of our fellow-citizens 
to the enormous guilt and danger of slavery, so that men in every profes- 
sion and position in society are adopting the sentiments and pursuing the 
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measures of the early Abolitionists. The opposition, however, in the free 

political ambition, and theological prejudice are arrayed against the cause, 
and the men who advocate it. ]3ut in spite of these, the anti-slavery sen- 
timent is advancing to a glorious consummation. 

It is not pretended that the anti-slavery people of this country have 
been perfect in all their doctrines or measures. Amidst the misrepresen- 
tations and opposition of their opponents, the denunciations of men in 
official stations, the libels of the press, the annoyances to which they have 
been subjected in their social, business, and church relations, Abolitionlste 
have not been exempt from the infirmities of human nature. Unhappy 
divisions have occurred in their ranks, and it has been the policy of pro- 
slavery men to attribute to the whole what are deemed the errors of a few. 
Still the history of the cause will show that the doctrines and measures of 

ft/ 

the great body of Abolitionists in this country have been similar to those 
of their English brethren, and that the opposition encountered here has 
been like the opposition experienced by Clarkson, Wilberforce, Macaulay > 
and their coadjutors in their day. It is time that it was well understood 
that there is error in opposing well-intended plans of reform, fanaticism in 
abusing reformers, and guilt in standing aloof when men are ready to 
perish under grievous oppression, when the country is disgraced by up- 
holding slavery and caste, when the Bible is dishonored b}^ pro-slavery 
expositions, and the ministry and the Church refuse to contend earnestly 
ibr humanity. 

The Abolitionists of this country, hke their predecessors in Great Britain, 
have been engaged in an arduous, self-denying, and unpopular cause. 
As a body they have been actuated by high and noble principles. They 
have devoted strength, expended money, and risked reputation in honest 
efforts to enlighten their countrymen, and bring about a great moral 
reformation. Opposed as they have been by those who should have co- 
operated with them, and forsaken by some who made loud professions of 
attachment to the cause, they have never despaired of ultimate success. 
They are as confident now as when the contest began, that by the bless- 
ing of God the enterprise will succeed, that victory will crowMi their efforts, 
that the enslaved will be cffiancipated, and the country saved. It behooves 
theff all who aim to discharge their duty, as Christian Abolitionists, in view 
of the past and the future, to profit by experience, be thankful for all the 
good that has been accomplished, and in the emphatic language of the 
aged Clarkson, " persevere." Let them diffuse, w^ith unsparing liberality, 
anti-slavery publications, seek for political and church relations in which 
they can exert an efficient anti-slavery influence, devote their property to 
tlie promotion of the cause, and above all, hft up continually their sup- 
plications to the Almighty for wisdom from on high. 

Anti-slavery truth is pervading the nation. Recreant poKticians are 
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meeting the frowns of betrayed and indignant constituent'^.* Lower-law 
ecclesifistics are mistaking the ap})lauso of those interested in slavery for 
^ the voice of the community, and tlie people are coming io iVAdevsAmid 
their true interests and thch* duties. Thus God in judgment is remem- 
bering mercy. Ilis promises arc sure, " lie shall judge the poor of the 
people ; he shall save the children, of the needy ; and shall break in pieces 
the oppressor." 

In behalf of the Executive Committee, 

LEWIS TAPFAN, Corresponding Secreiari/, 

* A most signal proof of this truth is found in tlie recent election of Hon. Cuauixs 
SuinNEH to the Senate of the United States, by tlie unsolicited suffrages of the Legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, in opposition to those who, by allying themselves to the 
Slave Power, to advance their selfish political fortunes, have forfeited the confidence 
of mnny who had hitherto delighted to do them honor, and covered themselves witli 
deserved reproach. 
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A MEETING of the Society was held, agi'ceably to adjournniei^t, in tlie 
Lecture-Room of tlie Bi'oadway Tabernacle, i\ray Gtli, at 9 o'clock A. M. 
The President, AnTriuR Tappan, in the chair. 

Pj-ayer was offered by Rev. H. IT. Kellogg, of Oneida county, N. Y. 

Messrs. S. S. Joceljm, George Trask and Samuel Deming were appoint- 
ed a, Committee to nominate officers for tlic ensuing year. 

The Corresponding Secretary stated that Mr. R. G. AVilliams, lately 
deceased, and formerly a member of the Executive Committee, left a 
legacy of one thousand dollars to this Society; and that he spent consid- 
erable time, especially during the last month of his life, in circulating anti- 
slavery publications, and in benevolent labors among the people of color. 

He also presented a manusci'ipt on the present condition of Jamaicn, 
with particular reftM'ence to its being an inviting place for colored emi- 
gi'ants from this country, wi'itten by Samuel Allison, Jr., of New-Jersey, 
and at the request of the meeting read a part of it. Ou motion, it was 
referred to the Executive Committee for publication. 

Tie st'itcd that a newspaper luis been lately commenced in this city in 
the Gorman language, entitled the Working Man^s Gazelle., edited by a 
Germ.an refugee, who has recently arrived in this country ; and that an 
Anti-Slavery Society has recently been formed at Toronto, Canada "West; 
also, a Ladies' Anti-Slavery Association for the relief of fugitives. 

On motion, it was unanimously 

Jirsolved, Tliat we rejoice in tlie formation of these Societies; that we profTcr to 
t,hcin our co-oporation, and desire their friendly correspondence ; and that we tender 
U) the Rev. Dr. WWW^, the I'rosident of t!ic Anti-Slavery Society of Canada, our 
thank.H for atteudiii^ the annua) nuieting and a.'iiiisting us with his counsel. 

The Rev. Dr. AViltjs, being present, addressed the Society in acknowl- 
edgment of the complimentary resohition which had been adopted. 

He h;\d been present ^vhen tlie Society just mentioned by the chairman was 
formed ; the meeting was the lari^cpt ever seen in Toronto ; the Mayor of the city 
had presided. A Larlies' Association, to administer to the wants of poor fuf>'itivej!, 
had also been formed, and it was in the nio?t friendly spirit to the United States, 
that they had thus associated themselves to aid the efforts of the friends of liberty and 
liumanity liere ; and it was by the use of such moral means as their common Chris- 
tianity permitted them to employ. "We act from no international jealousy. We 
admire much that is American, though we hate .slavery. We, of Britain, were too 
long ill the sin ourselves ; we should only, liowever, be the more earnest in seeking 
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America to go with us in the repentance and reformation. Noble rcvohitions you 
liave ah-eady accomplished. We, he fraid, aye, every ]3riton worthy of tlic name, 
sympathized with your striigf?les which won for you Natiomil Inde]3ondence 
(Cheers.) None seek*o defend tlie oppression which goaded you. But now we long 
to see tlie emancipation of the milHon? wlio groan upon your own soil, under the 
worst of all tyranny. I rejoice that 1 was present yesterday at your meeting;, to hear 
the facts and reasoning of Mr. Beccher. They have confirmed me in sentiments 
which I have long held, and especially show tliat great blame atiache.s to many of 
your churches and professed expounders of the Word of God. They had confirmed 
hini, the Rev. speaker continued, in his opinion of the low state of religion and 
morals in the slaveholding churches of tlic South ; though, strange to say, lie had 
sometimes been met in Britain by tlie allegation thai the religion of those places 
exceeded the average Christianity of British or Scotch churches. He had believed 
this to be a rash and groundless statenu'nt; but never knew the fact so well as ho 
had now learned it in the presence of the assembled thousands of their enlightened 
citizens. How could tliey expect religion to ]")v~osper where a system was connived 
at which withheld the Word of God from millions of rational beings, and bhuted 
out marringe, and practically tolerated licentiousness? He liad hoard of difficul- 
ties which were alleged to stand in the way of religious bodies asserting (he whole 
truth. But he knew of no excuses which should be sustauied for the neglect of 
the obvious duty of churches to remonstrate and expostulate with the framers of 
these laws. Had they done so? Were they not neglecting an obvious obligation 
in not doing it, and not persisting in doing it till their voices should be heiird '{ Oh, 
he knew not what to think of this enormous guilt, and the iiflecting apalhv wlvich it 
bespoke ! Some one, speaking of war, had remarked tm the strange circumstance 
that famiharity with the accounts of military dispatches made many think so liitlo 
and feel so little in reading of thousands falling iii one day the victims of the .'^word 
while a tale of a solitary murder, or one death by violence, often called fortli u; 
larger amount of feeling. It seemed as if the magnitude of a moral evil, too, les- 
sened the sense of it. .As he looked at the noble hcene yesterday, — at tlu- three thou^ 
sand who composed the ■v.";poctable and truly intelligentdooking assembly, — Now, 
lie reflected within hiin?el\ V/hat would a slaveholder, a professing Christian slave- 
holder, say, if he pf)inted even to as many as the-x* three thousand and were to sav, 
From so many is cruelly withheld the bk-ssod Word of salvation, f<jr which you 
lirofess to bless God every day that you and your families possess il ? Even of 
three thousand, met together, the sight is almost fJUed to awe one accustomed to 
address his fellow- -men ; but could behave jiointed to a thousand times three thou-' 
sand, for that is the amount, and said. These, these millions are, by your inhuman 
laws, degraded morally as well as physically; doomed, he had almost saifl damned, 
as far as the law of man could so consign and doom them, to spiritual ignorance ; 
who, who could stand up to plead for such a huv? But especially could any man 
pretend Bible authority for planting himself between his fellow-creatures and the 
God who made him, and saying in effect. You shall not know^ that Word, which to 
know and search is the comniand of the world's Savirjur? 

Dr. Willis entered on the argument from the Old Testament sometimes alleged 
in favor of slavery. So far as such a system existed with the Almighty'v; ii])}')ro- 
bation, it was by a limited and temporary permission. It bore no resesnhlanee to. 
the modern slavery which it was quoted to sancti(*n, and any modern nation, not 
having a commission as direct as the Jews, to execute God's Judgments on anotlier 
nation, would in vain plead such a precedent again-t the obvious bearing of the 
hiAV of nature, God's own moral law, to do justly and to love niercv. Thev miirht 
as well quote the command to exterminate the Caiiaanites as a precedent for invad- 
ing at their pleasure, and annihilating, any conterminous, unoflending people. He 
needed not to add anything to what was so well said yefterday in e.\j3(jsiti(;n of 
the law of the New Testament. The Epistle to Philenuin had been rescued from 
the cause of the slaveholder, which assuredly it had never been intended to serve. 
Its whole spirit was repugnant to every thing not reconcilable with the lovo of tho 
Christian brotherhood, and it should never be forgotten that the servitude against 
which they were contending was forced servitude, ami servitude on conditions in- 
compatible with equity, with the recognition of th.e rights of conscience, and of the 
rights of humanity. What resemblance ha<l slavery Tike this to the willing return 
of Onesimus to a master of whom Paul eaid that he w(?uld even do more than bo 
asked in promoting his well-being as a brother in the Lord ? 

He was happy to say that he had not heard of any case of crime or depredation 
justly chargeable to tlie fugitives in the district in which he resided. They felt too 



112 



BUSINESS MEETING. 



grateful to be offenders, and tlioir own people freely aided them according to their 
abilif,y. Dr. Wiilia said, some persona in Canada had prejudices against colored 
people, and spoke of their bad conduct in some districts. He always, in reply, 
asked if an equal number of white people, in the same districts, were not called up 
to the bar for offenses ; and if tlie blame, when offenses were committed, sliould 
not be thrown chiefly upon those who had oppressed them? Dr. Willis said that 
he iiad been asked in Canada, Why do you form Anti-Slavery Societies here ? His 
answer was, We have to attend to these poor refugees as men and as Christians ; 
we have to do with it in sell-defense. In these days of telegraphic communica- 
tion, when men are brought so near together, we feel that those who have lived at 
a distance from each other form one community, and that they have moral as well 
as commercial relations. 

He said there had been some difficulty in Canada about colored children attend- 
ing the same schools with white children. In consequence of this, a Society had 
been formed at Toronto, under the auspices of the Synod Avith which he is con- 
nected, to ))urchase land, encourage the people of color to settle on it, have their 
own schools, <fcc. This was not done to etfect a j^ermanent separation between 
white nnd colored people. The white people living near the propo>^ed location 
were stirii'd up to opposition, and bloodshed was threatened if tlie colored people 
should form a settlement near them. But the Synod disregarded it; they perse- 
vered, Jind the threats subi?ided. And now, instead of treating the colored people 
coldly, the whites are seeking access to the schools, so that, at the present time, 
one half of the children are white. Dr. Willis concluded by assuring the meeting 
of the continued sym[)athy and co-operation of the Society which he represented, 
and sat down amid the cheers of the auditory. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated letters from Thomas Jones, 
Esq., Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society in the island of Barbadoes, 
containing resolutions adopted with reference to the Fugitive Slave Law; 
the resolutions adopted at a public meeting in the island on the same 
subject; and interesting facts in relation to the workings of emancipation, 
and the present condition of the island. 

A resolution was oflercd respecting the American Home Missionary 
Society, which aftbrds aid, it is said, to sixty-three ministers who preach to 
slavcholdinc: churches. Rev. George Wiiipi'le said, that beino: the Sec- 

I.J ' o 

rotary of another Missionary Board, ho felt some delicacy in speaking on 
this subject. For years ho had been distressed at the attitude assumed by 
the Home Missionary Society, the A. B. C. F. M., the Sunday-school, 
Bible, and Tract Societies, with regard to slavery, and he had been anx- 
iously hoping that they would do something effectual in aid 6f the great 
cause of emancipation. But it was in vain. They did nothing. If a thou- 
sand dollars were oflered for i\ prize essay on the sinfulness of American 
slavery, tliG Tract Society vvould not publish it. And he did not see 
how these Societies could do otherwise, so long as they maintained their 
connection with slaveholders. It is not known that one of the mis- 
sionaries of the Home Missionr.ry Society in slave States dares present 
slaveholding as a barrier to Christinn communion. They believe that 
taking that ground would exclude them altogether from preaching in a 
slaveholding community. 

Mr. J. BiGELOW, of Washington City, said lie had lately made ap- 
plication to the Home Missionary Society for aid in orgam'zing a now 
Congregational church in that city, which had been refused on the 
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ground that they did not afford aid to such entiarjirises where there were 
church organizations in the sanie place to which they could have access. 
And yet, he said, that Society gave aid to two slavehoiding churches in 
Washington. 

Rev. Mr., Colver, of Boston, said, tliat he beHeved every Missionary 
Board had the power to control the action of its missionaries, and they 
found no difficulty in doing it, except in cases connected with tlie slavery 
question. They can say, You must not tolerate Mohammedanism, poly- 
gamy, &c. : why not include slavery ? If any people to whom they preach 
will not receive such a gospel, let the missionaries shake off the dust of 
their feet and leave them. He stated what his own denomination, the 
Baptist, had done. They had taken strong ground, and slaveholders had 
to submit to it. If a Board will not do this, they are traitors to the cause 
of Christ. For one, he would not stay where he could not preach a whole 
gospel. No man or society has anyright to let the gospel down to suit 
wicked men. He related a conversation he had lately held with a non- 
professing lawyer, who told him that the conduct of the Societies named 
was making infidels faster than they made Christians ; and also the re- 
mark of two young men, of good moral character, and from orthodox 
families, who attended on the preaching of a man who was ardently en- 
gaged "in the anti-slavery cause, but whose doctrinal opinions were very 
unsound, — that they preferred infidelity with humanity to orthodoxy with- 
out it. 

Mr. Whipple, after some explanation, moved the following resolution 
as a substitute for the other, and it was adopted : — 

Resolved, That Arthur Tappan, Dr. Lansing, and G. \^^lipple, be a committe© 
to address a memorial on behalf of iliis Society, to Missionary Societies that aid 
churches or ministers in States or Territories where slavehoiding prevails, praying 
them to refuse aid to ministers or churches that do not practically treat slavehoid- 
ing as other known sins. 

The Committee on Nominations made a report , which was accepted 
and the following pei*sons were appointed officers for the ensuing year: — - 

President— KRTWU TAPPAN. 

Vice Presidents.—^. JULIUS LE MOYNE and WILLIAIM JAY. 
Corresponding Secretary. — LEWIS TxiPPAN. 
Recording Secretary, — C. B. RAY. 
Treasurer, -^y^mAm E. WHITING. 

Executive Committee. — xIrthur Tappan, S. S. Jocelyk, William 
Jay, Lewis Tappan^ Wm. E. Whiting, Joshua Leavitt, Luther Lee, 
S. E. Cornish, James Warner, Alexander Macdokald, Arnold 
BuFFUM, George Whipple, Thomas Ritter, J. W. C. Pennington 
E. D. Culver, D. C- Lansing, Wm. B. Collins, Charles Parker, A. 
B, Everest. 

8 
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Corresponding Members. — Josepli Sturge, George Wm. iUexander, 
Samuci Bowly, Jolm Scobie, and Thomas Harvey, Esqrs,, liev. James 
Carlile, D.D., and Rev. J. Howard Hinton, of England ; Professor Ack- 
ei'sdyke, Utrecht, Holland ; Dr. Carove, Frankfort, Germany ; M. Isam- 
bcrt, Paris ; M. D'Instant, Hayti ; W. W. Anderson, Esq., Jamaica ; Ee v 
John Galloway, New-Brunswick ; J. H. OoUins, Esq., Illinois ; Hon. S. C. 
Stevens, Indiana ; Hon. S. P. Chase, Ohio ; Prof. C. D. Cleveland, Pennsyl- 
vania; William Goodell, New- York; Bev. G. W. Perkins, Connecticut; 
John G. Whittier, Massachusetts ; Rev. Dr. Wilhs, of Toronto, Canada ; 
and Thomas Jones, Esq., of Barbadoes. 

Rev. A. E. Everest, Pastor of the Colored Church in Prince street, 
Brooklyn, oflered the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That it is our duty to oppose, with more than usual energy, the ex- 
traordinary eflbrts now making by Colonizationists, inasmuch as they are founded 
in tlie most unjust prejudices against the colored people. 

The mover, and Mr. George Downing, supported the resolution, after 
whicli it was adopted. 

Rev. H. Belden offered the following resolution, which was adopted : — 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be requested to take into considera- 
tion tlie propriety of Jiaving the next annual meeting commence in the forenoon of 
tlie second Tuesday of May. 

Rev. Mr. Tiiask, of Massachusetts, made some remarks on the impor- 
tance of reviving prayer-meetings among anti-slavery people. Mr. Howe, 
of New- Jersey, spoke of the importance of Abolitionists contributing more 
liberally to the treasury of the Society. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, Tliat the thanks of the Society be presented to Rev. Henry Ward 
Becclier, Rev. I)r. Willis, and Rev. C. G. Finney, for the addresses made by them 
at tlic anniversary, and that they be requested to furnish them for publication. 

Ad.journed. ^ 

(Attest,) LEWIS TAPPAN, Secretary pro tern. 
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